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57 ABSTRACT

Systems and methods of the present invention provide for
redirecting a user to a book’s website after submitting a
request for information about the book. The book’s website or
a link to the website may be displayed to the user on a client
browser.
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First Book Website — Welcome to the First Book Website — Browser aon
(=] [= http:// | ] |
FIRST BOOK HOMEPAGE ABC Publisher
Title:

First Book is a great book about ... Read More
Playing: Sample Chapter
About the Author:
John Doe grew up in the desert southwest, and has always enjoyed writing. He once said ... Read More

News:
John Doe will be having a book signing and seminar in Denver on 11/10. “I'm excited! ... Read More

Reviews:
The Daily News recently said “First Book is the best book of the year. We recommend it ... Read More

The Book Series:
Second Book will be released next spring. The much anticipated sequel will allow readers ... Read More

FIG. 4
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Registrar Website — Register Domain Names — Browser
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[]

10-2345678901.com

10-2345678901.net

firstbook.us

Registrar's Domain Name Registration:
Thank you for registering 10-2345678901.com, firstbook.us and johndoe.me!

johndoe.me

johndoe.info

Qur records indicate that this information corresponds with information for a website for a book,
firstbook.com, which our pinging of and/or redirection to the website shows is an active site. If you are
associated with this book, you may have your recently registered domain names redirected and/or

forwarded to firstbook.com. (Click on the links provided above to be redirected to firstbook.com now)

| am associated with the book and would like the following domain names redirected:

We would also recommend the following available websites for use or redirection to firstbook.com:

firstbook.mobi

FIG. 6
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FIG. 7
Book Search — Book Reseller/Researching Website — Browser Ooono
1= |
Book Search: Book Information | First Book Search Information By: | Title v
Search Results: ISBN
Author
Titles:
First Book John Doe 10: 2345678901 Interesting Books
Book First Jane Doe 10: 1098765432 Action Adventure
Buy these books Read a Review See related items

ISBN:
10: 2345678901 First Book John Doe Interesting Books
10: 1098765432 Book First Jane Doe Action Adventure

Buy these books

Read a Review

See related items

Authors:
John Doe First Book
Jane Doe Book First

Buy these books

Read a Review

10: 2345678901
10: 1098765432

Interesting Books
Action Adventure
See related items

FIG. 8
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REDIRECTING TO A BOOK WEBSITE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This patent application is related to the following
concurrently-filed patent applications:

[0002] U.S. patent application Ser. No.

FOR REDIRECTING TO A BOOK WEBSITE”
[0003] The subject matter of all patent applications is com-
monly owned and assigned to The Go Daddy Group, Inc. All
prior applications are incorporated herein in their entirety by
reference.

, “TOOLS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0004] The present inventions generally relate to the field of
websites for books and specifically to the field of directing a
researcher, customer or potential customer to a book’s web-
site using the book’s ISBN, title, author, subject or other
information about the book.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0005] The present invention provides methods and sys-
tems for directing a customer or potential customer to a
book’s website. An exemplary method may comprise several
steps including the step of electronically receiving a request
from a user for information about a book. Electronic receipt
of the request may then be used to redirect the user to a
domain name and website for the book.

[0006] The above features and advantages of the present
invention will be better understood from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0007] FIG. 1 is a flow diagram illustrating a possible
embodiment of a method for redirecting a user to a book’s
website.

[0008] FIG. 2 illustrates a possible system for redirecting a
user to a book’s website.

[0009] FIG. 3 is a flow diagram illustrating a possible
embodiment including displaying an interface on a client for
a user to input an ISBN or other book information and dis-
playing the website on a client.

[0010] FIG. 4illustrates a possible embodiment of an inter-
face for displaying the website on a client.

[0011] FIG. 5 is a flow diagram illustrating a possible
embodiment including registering a domain name related to
the book and suggesting additional domain names based on
the book information.

[0012] FIG. 6 illustrates a possible embodiment of an inter-
face for registering a domain name related to the book and
suggesting additional domain names based on the book infor-
mation.

[0013] FIG. 7 is a flow diagram illustrating a possible
embodiment including displaying book information being
researched as a link to the book’s website and displaying
information for the book’s website after the book’s purchase.
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[0014] FIG. 8illustrates a possible embodiment of an inter-
face for displaying book information being researched as a
link to the book’s website.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0015] The present inventions will now be discussed in
detail with regard to the attached drawing figures that were
briefly described above. In the following description, numer-
ous specific details are set forth illustrating the Applicant’s
best mode for practicing the invention and enabling one of
ordinary skill in the art to make and use the invention. It will
be obvious, however, to one skilled in the art that the present
invention may be practiced without many of these specific
details. In other instances, well-known machines, structures,
and method steps have not been described in particular detail
in order to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the present inven-
tion. Unless otherwise indicated, like parts and method steps
are referred to with like reference numerals.

[0016] A network is a collection of links and nodes (e.g.,
multiple computers and/or other devices connected together)
arranged so that information may be passed from one part of
the network to another over multiple links and through vari-
ous nodes. Examples of networks include the Internet, the
public switched telephone network, the global Telex network,
computer networks (e.g., an intranet, an extranet, a local-area
network, or a wide-area network), wired networks, and wire-
less networks.

[0017] The Internet is a worldwide network of computers
and computer networks arranged to allow the easy and robust
exchange of information between computer users. Hundreds
of millions of people around the world have access to com-
puters connected to the Internet via Internet Service Providers
(ISPs). Content providers place multimedia information (e.g.,
text, graphics, audio, video, animation, and other forms of
data) at specific locations on the Internet referred to as web-
sites. The combination of all the websites and their corre-
sponding web pages on the Internet is generally known as the
World Wide Web (WWW) or simply the Web.

[0018] The Internet offers opportunities for users to
research and purchase books online. A website may be cre-
ated and maintained for information relating to a certain
published book. This website may allow anyone interested in
the book to find out information about the book, including,
but not limited to a book summary, biographical information
about the author, book reviews, book signings, other calendar
events, blogs about the author or the book, news about related
materials by the author which may be published soon, contact
information for the author or publisher, etc.

[0019] Additional websites on the web may allow custom-
ers, potential customers, or users researching information
about the book to learn more about the book. For example,
sites such as AMAZON.COM, BARNESANDNOBLE.
COM, BORDERS.COM and ISBNDB.COM may provide a
customer, potential customer or researcher additional infor-
mation about the book including titles, summary, publisher,
plot, characters, number of pages, price information, cus-
tomer reviews, similar books, related books in a series, author
interviews, related websites, related subjects, websites for
purchasing the book, the book’s physical description, what
editions are available, whether the book is in stock, pre-
ordering information, book formats, customer purchasing
trends, ISBN, etc.

[0020] The International Standard Book Number (ISBN) is
a unique numeric commercial book identifier based upon the
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9-digit Standard Book Numbering (SBN) code. The 10-digit
ISBN format was developed by the International Organiza-
tion for Standardization. The ISBN is 13 digits long if
assigned after Jan. 1, 2007, and 10 digits long if assigned
before 2007. An ISBN is assigned to each edition and varia-
tion (except reprinting) of a book. A 13 digit ISBN contains a
GS1 prefix, which may indicate the industry; for example,
978 may identify book publishing. The ISBN may also con-
tain a group identifier, a publisher code, an item number, and
a checksum character or check digit. Barcodes may be found
on a book’s cover and they may have a separate barcode
encoding five digits for the currency and the recommended
retail price.

[0021] A Method for Directing a Customer to a Book Web-
site Using the Book’s ISBN

[0022] Several different methods may be used to provide
and manage the disclosed invention. In an example embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 1, a request for book information may
bereceived from a user using an ISBN, title, author, subject or
other information related to the book (Step 100), and any
combination of software modules used together with the
hardware on a server in a data center may receive and process
the request and access data storage within the data center
containing information about the book associated with the
ISBN, or other book information including, but not limited to,
a domain name and related website containing information
about that book. (Step 110). The software modules may then
compare the ISBN or other book information with the related
book information from the data storage to forward or redirect
the user to the book’s website (Step 120).

[0023] Several different environments may be used to
accomplish the steps of embodiments disclosed herein. FIG.
2 demonstrates a streamlined example of such an environ-
ment and illustrates a non-limiting example of a system and/
or structure that may be used to accomplish the methods and
embodiments disclosed and described herein. Such methods
may be performed by any central processing unit (CPU) in
any computing system, such as a microprocessor running on
at least one server 210 and/or client 220, and executing
instructions stored (perhaps as scripts and/or software, pos-
sibly as software modules) in computer-readable media
accessible to the CPU, such as a hard disk drive on a server
210 and/or client 220.

[0024] The example embodiments shown and described
herein exist within the framework of a network 200 and
should not limit possible network configuration or connectiv-
ity. Such a network 200 may comprise, as non-limiting
examples, any combination of the Internet, the public
switched telephone network, the global Telex network, com-
puter networks (e.g., an intranet, an extranet, a local-area
network, or a wide-area network), a wired network, a wireless
network, a telephone network, a corporate network backbone
or any other combination of known or later developed net-
works.

[0025] At least one server 210 and at least one client 220
may be communicatively coupled to the network 200 via any
method of network connection known in the art or developed
in the future including, but not limited to wired, wireless,
modem, dial-up, satellite, cable modem, Digital Subscriber
Line (DSL), Asymmetric Digital Subscribers Line (ASDL),
Virtual Private Network (VPN), Integrated Services Digital
Network (ISDN), X.25, Ethernet, token ring, Fiber Distrib-
uted Data Interface (FDDI), IP over Asynchronous Transfer
Mode (ATM), Infrared Data Association (IrDA), wireless,
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WAN technologies (T1, Frame Relay), Point-to-Point Proto-
col over Ethernet (PPPoE), and/or any combination thereof.
[0026] The server(s) 210 and client(s) 220 (along with the
software modules described herein) may be communicatively
coupled to the network 200 and to each other in such as way
as to allow a user to request information about the book,
request information about domain names, register domain
names, accept ISBN numbers via barcode scanners and/or
accomplish any other methods disclosed herein.

[0027] Such server(s) 210 may comprise any computer or
program that provides services to other computers, programs,
or users either in the same computer or over a computer
network 200. As non-limiting examples, the server 210 may
comprise application, communication, mail, database, proxy,
fax, file, media, web, peer-to-peer, standalone, software, or
hardware servers (i.e., server computers) and may use any
server format known in the art or developed in the future
(possibly a shared hosting server, a virtual dedicated hosting
server, a dedicated hosting server, a cloud hosting solution, a
grid hosting solution, or any combination thereof) and may be
used, for example to provide access to website content
requested by a client 220.

[0028] The server 210 may exist within a server cluster, as
illustrated. These clusters may include a group of tightly
coupled computers that work together so that in many
respects they can be viewed as though they are a single com-
puter. The components may be connected to each other
through fast local area networks which may improve perfor-
mance and/or availability over that provided by a single com-
puter.

[0029] Theclient 220 may be any computer or program that
provides services to other computers, programs, or users
either in the same computer or over a computer network 200.
As non-limiting examples, the client 220 may be an applica-
tion, communication, mail, database, proxy, fax, file, media,
web, peer-to-peer, or standalone computer, cell phone, per-
sonal digital assistant (PDA), etc. which may contain an oper-
ating system, a full file system, a plurality of other necessary
utilities or applications or any combination thereof on the
client 220. Non limiting example programming environments
for client applications may include JavaScript/ AJAX (client
side automation), ASP, JSP, Ruby on Rails, Python’s Django,
PHP, HTML pages or rich media like Flash, Flex or Silver-
light.

[0030] The client 220 that may be used to connect to the
network 200 to use the illustrated embodiments may include,
but are not limited to, a desktop computer, a laptop computer,
ahand held computer, a terminal, a television, a television set
top box, a cellular phone, a wireless phone, a wireless hand
held device, an Internet access device, arich client, thin client,
or any other client functional with a client/server computing
architecture. Client software may be used for authenticated
remote access to a hosting computer or server. These may be,
but are not limited to being accessed by a remote desktop
program and/or a web browser, as are known in the art.
[0031] The client 220 may also include any machine
capable of receiving an ISBN, or any other request related to
the book from the user. Non-limiting examples of such
machines may include a client terminal at a library, where a
user may be researching information about a book, a client
computer used to research information about available
domain names relating to the ISBN or book generally, a
scanning machine at a book reseller or library used to check
the price or other information (possibly via a bar code or other
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scan able data) about the book via the ISBN, a client terminal
at a bookstore used to look up price and other information
about the book (possibly communicatively coupled to a scan-
ning machine), etc. The ISBN or any other book information,
in short, may be accepted using any machine or scanner
capable of receiving the ISBN or other book information and
forwarding the related information to the client 220, server
210 and/or data storage 230 in the data center 240.

[0032] The user interface displayed on the client 220 or the
server 210 may be any graphical, textual, scanned and/or
auditory information a computer program presents to the
user, and the control sequences such as keystrokes, move-
ments of the computer mouse, selections with a touch screen,
scanned information etc. used to control the program.
Examples of such interfaces include any known or later devel-
oped combination of Graphical User Interfaces (GUI) or
Web-based user interfaces as seen in and after FIG. 4, Touch
interfaces, Conversational Interface Agents, Live User Inter-
faces (LUI), Command line interfaces, Noncommand user
interfaces, Object-oriented User Interfaces (OOUI) or Voice
user interfaces. The ISBN or any other information, may be
accepted using any field, widget and/or control used in such
interfaces, including but not limited to a text-box, text field,
button, hyper-link, list, drop-down list, check-box, radio but-
ton, data grid, icon, graphical image, embedded link, etc.
[0033] The server 210 may be communicatively coupled to
data storage 230 of book information, domain registration
information, or any other information requested. The data
storage 230 may be any computer components, devices, and/
or recording media that may retain digital data used for com-
puting for some interval of time. The storage may be capable
of retaining stored content for the books, domain names,
websites or any other data requested, on a single machine or
in a cluster of computers over the network 300, in separate
memory areas of the same machine such as different hard
drives, or in separate partitions within the same hard drive,
such as a database partition.

[0034] Non-limiting examples of the data storage 230 may
include, but is not limited to, a Network Area Storage,
(“NAS”), which may be a self-contained file level computer
data storage connected to and supplying a computer network
with file-based data storage services. The storage subsystem
may also be a Storage Area Network (“SAN”—an architec-
ture to attach remote computer storage devices to servers in
such a way that the devices appear as locally attached), an
NAS-SAN hybrid, any other means of central/shared storage
now known or later developed or any combination thereof.
[0035] The server(s) 210 or software modules within the
server(s) 210 may use query languages such as MSSQL or
MySQL to retrieve the content from the data storage 230.
Server-side scripting languages such as ASP, PHP, CGI1/Perl,
proprietary scripting software/modules/components etc. may
be used to process the retrieved data. The retrieved data may
be analyzed in order to determine the actions to be taken by
the scripting language, such as determining whether a website
exists for the book, whether a domain name is available for
variations on the book title, whether domain names are avail-
able for variations on the ISBN etc.

[0036] Inthe context ofthe current invention, the client 220
may request information about the book and this request may
be routed to the server(s) 210. The server may also contain
one or more software modules used to process the request,
access the data storage and forward or redirect the request for
information about the ISBN, title, author, subject of the book
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to the book’s website, based on information gleaned from the
request and database of book information.

[0037] This redirection may be accomplished by server-
side or client-side redirection, possibly using URL redirec-
tion services (an information management system, which
provides an internet link that redirects users to the desired
content), a manual redirect, HTTP refresh header, a refresh
meta tag (which instructs the web browser to automatically
refresh the current web page after a given time interval), using
an HTML meta element, change to a status code or custom-
ized HTTP headers added to a script (using such languages as
ASP, PHP or JavaScript), frame redirects, redirect loops, any
other means of redirection now known or later developed in
the art, or any combination thereof.

[0038] Redirection may induce the browser to go to another
location. This may include the URL of the redirect target to be
given in the “Location: header” of the HTTP response. The
location header may contain a different URL or URI. For
example, in ASP, a user may use a response.redirect com-
mand or in PHP, a header (“Location: http://www.example.
com”); command may be used. The HTTP header redirects
may also include a direct link to the destination.

[0039] FIG. 3 shows that the illustrated embodiment, as
well as other disclosed embodiments, may include the step of
displaying an interface on a client 220 for the user to input the
ISBN or other book information, such as title, author or
subject, to request more information about the book (Step
300). In one embodiment, this information may be input via
scanning an ISBN for a book into a scanning machine. This
book information may be analyzed and compared to the infor-
mation contained in the data storage 230, and if a significant
match is found, may be used to forward or redirect the user to
the book’s website. This website, including information
about the book, may then be displayed on the client 220 to the
user (Step 310). In other embodiments, this information may
be displayed on a price check machine or a receipt after the
purchase of the book.

[0040] FIG. 4 shows an example interface using the dis-
closed structure that may be used for displaying an interface
on a client 220 for the user to input the ISBN or other book
information, such as title, author, subject, etc. (Step 300, not
shown in FIG. 4), which may be used to forward or redirect,
and then display the book’s website to the user (Step 310). In
this example, the website is for a fictitious book, “First Book.”
This webpage, and/or the interface for entering the requested
information for the book (not shown) may be displayed as a
website on a client browser using the structure disclosed
herein, and may be used in disclosed embodiments to dem-
onstrate a web page that may be displayed to the user after the
book information has been requested and received from the
user.

[0041] For example, a user may buy a book, find the ISBN
onthe inside or back cover, then look up the book’s website by
entering the ISBN (or other information including title,
author, subject, etc.) into an interface displayed on a client
220 (Step 300). In another embodiment, a user may also have
found the ISBN, for example, on a book reseller’s website, on
a marquee in a reseller’s bookstore, from a library search for
related topics, etc. The user may then have searched the
ISBN, title, author, subject etc. relating to the book using the
disclosed interface (Step 300), entered the relevant informa-
tion into the interface, and been redirected to the website to
see if they want to buy the book (Step 310).
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[0042] FIG. 5 shows that the illustrated embodiment, as
well as other disclosed embodiments, may include the step of
registering a domain name related to the ISBN, title, author,
subject or other book information utilizing a registrar’s server
210, data storage 230 and/or any related hardware or software
in a registrar’s data center 250 (Step 500).

[0043] The environment seen in FIG. 2 may be used to
access information about one or more available domain
names using data and processes on or communicatively
coupled to a registrar’s server 210 and data storage 230 in a
registrar’s data center 250. The servers 210, data storage 230
and/or any software modules contained in the data center 240
or registrar’s data center 250 may be linked and/or synchro-
nized so that, as a non-limiting example, the data, software
and/or hardware for the book’s website in the data center 240
may allow the data, software and/or hardware in the regis-
trar’s data center 250 to determine if domain names are avail-
able for variations on information related to the book, includ-
ing the book’s ISBN, title, author, subject, etc., and the steps,
data and processes needed to redirect any new domain names
to the original domain name and/or website for the book.
[0044] If such book-related domain names are available,
the data, software and/or hardware in the registrar’s data
center 250 may be used to inform the user of the available
domain names, redirect any relevant domain names to the
original book website and forward the relevant book infor-
mation from the data storage 230 to be displayed to the user,
which may include any registrant, potential registrant, cus-
tomer, potential customer or researcher. The book informa-
tion and domain name information may be freely transferred
between the data, hardware and/or software of either the data
center 240 or the registrar’s data center 250.

[0045] The software modules used in the context of the
current invention may be stored in the memory of—and run
on—at least one server 210. As a non-limiting example of
such software modules, a domain name registration module
may be used to register domain names. If the domain name is
available, the domain name registration module may register
the domain name to the user as a registrant. The software
modules may comprise software and/or scripts containing
instructions that, when executed by a microprocessor on a
server 210 or client 220, cause the microprocessor to accom-
plish the purpose of the module, in this example to register a
domain name to a registrant, if available.

[0046] This domain name registration module may com-
prise any domain name registration system known in the art or
developed in the future including, but not limited to, a web-
site-enabled domain name purchase and registration system,
such as that described in detail above and/or may be available
on GODADDY.COM’s website.

[0047] A domain name may be registered to a registrant
(perhaps by one of the above-described servers 210) by any
domain name registration method known in the art or devel-
oped in the future, perhaps via a website-enabled domain
name purchase and registration system. Alternatively, domain
name registration may be accomplished via human to human
communication, perhaps via a telephone call or in-person
meeting. Domain names may be registered by, as non-limit-
ing examples, any individual or entity including, but not
limited to a domain name registry, domain name registrar,
hosting provider, and/or software application developer or
distributor.

[0048] The registrant (as well as users of this system gen-
erally) may comprise, as a non-limiting example, any indi-
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vidual or entity including, but not limited to, a person, a
business, a governmental institution, an educational institu-
tion, a non-profit organization, or a social organization.
[0049] A hosted website may be associated with a domain
name. In a non-limiting example embodiment, a domain
name registrar which provides domain name services (as well
as the administrator of the book’s website hosted in the data
center 240, or the data center 240, registrar’s data center 250,
orany other disclosed data center generally) may also provide
hosting services for the hosted website including, but not
limited to hosting one or more computers or servers in a data
centers 240,250 as well as providing the general infrastruc-
ture necessary to offer hosting services to Internet users
including hardware, software, Internet web sites, hosting
servers, and electronic communication means necessary to
connect multiple computers and/or servers to the Internet or
any other network 200.

[0050] The illustrated embodiments place no limitation on
the format the domain name may take. While future iterations
of the DNS may establish alternate domain name formats
(perhaps using different alphanumeric structures or file types
such as image, audio, or video files functioning as a domain
name or a similarly-functioning resource locator), which are
explicitly contemplated by this patent application, the tradi-
tional domain name structure comprises a root name (i.e.,
“mycompany” in the domain name mycompany.com) con-
catenated to a top-level domain (i.e., “.com” in the domain
name mycompany.com).

[0051] Likewise, the disclosed limitations place no limita-
tions on the form the ISBN, title, author and/or subject-re-
lated domain names may take. For example ISBN-10:
2345678901 could be registered by any variation on that
ISBN including ISBN-102345678901.com, ISBN-10-
2345678901 net, 10_2345678901.info, etc. As another
example, the Author’s biographical information may be rec-
ommended to the author, using a .me domain name.

[0052] FIG. 6 shows an example interface using the dis-
closed structure that may be used for registering a domain
name related to the ISBN, title, author and/or other book
information using a registrar’s server 210 in a registrar’s data
center 250 (Step 500). For example, a user may have regis-
tered one or more domain names, including 10-2345678901.
com, firstbook.us and johndoe.me.

[0053] Using the synchronized and/or linked information
from the data, software and/or hardware in the data center
240, the data, software and/or hardware in the registrar’s data
center 250 may determine that these registered domain names
correspond with information for a website, firstbhook.com, for
the book “First Book.” The user may be informed that these
registered domain names correspond to the book and website,
and allow the user to decide whether the recently registered
domain names should be forwarded or redirected to First
Book’s website.

[0054] Inthe example embodiment in FIG. 6, the user may
confirm that they are associated with the book as an author or
publisher, for example. The user may then select, via check-
boxes in this example, the domain names to be forwarded or
redirected to firstbook.com. In this example, the user has
selected all three registered domain names, 10-2345678901.
com, firstbook.us and johndoe.me.

[0055] A redirect or forward command may then be imple-
mented, possibly using a website redirection software mod-
ule that allows these recently registered domain names to be
forwarded to the book’s domain name and website, in this
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case firstbook.com, thereby including ISBN, title and author-
related domain names to be forwarded. No limitation should
be placed on the types of top-level domain names (TLD) that
can be forwarded, or suggested (described below). For
example, any book information that includes a .net, .us, .me,
etc. TLD may use a redirect command to forward the user to
the webpage for the book (which may also be a website using
a domain name with any of these TLD’s).

[0056] Inother embodiments (not shown), the user may use
the interface to configure the data, software and hardware
used to automatically forward or redirect any future related
domain names to the book’s website. For example, if the user
were to select this option, the domain names firstbook.mobi
and johndoe.info, seen in FIG. 6 would be automatically
redirected to firstbook.com as soon as they were registered. In
all embodiments, when a new domain name is registered, an
email may be sent to the registrant to inform them that the
domain name has been registered, that the domain name has
been associated with the book and/or to inform them of any
forwards or redirects associated with the new domain name.

[0057] The non-limiting embodiment illustrated in FIG. 6
shows an active website for the book, firstbook.com. Because
the website is active, one or more links to the site may be
provided, as shown (possibly by a redirect to the site or
opening another popup window, according to techniques
known in the art), and options may be given for recently
registered and recommended domain names to redirect to this
site.

[0058] Whether or not the site is active may be determined
by an attempted redirect to or “pinging” of the site. Pinging
the site is a computer network tool used to test whether a
particular host is reachable across an IP network. Pinging
may also be used to self test the network interface card of the
computer, or as a latency test. Such redirection or pinging of
a site and/or various domain names related to the site may
allow the registrar to know when the book’s website becomes
active, thereby allowing the linking, redirecting and notice
described in detail above.

[0059] If the redirection or pinging of the site (in this case
firstbook.com) determines that the website is active, the
author may confirm that they are associated with the book,
open the site using provided links and/or select suggested
related available domain names as described elsewhere in this
specification.

[0060] However, if the redirection or pinging of the site
determines that the site is not active, another embodiment
may include the step of recommending a domain name
related to the title (such as firstbook.com), if a domain name
related to the title cannot be found. This may be become the
primary or “anchor” domain name and website that all other
registered domain names may be redirected to, and appropri-
ate user input may be provided within the interface to allow
the user to distinguish which will be the primary domain
name or website.

[0061] In another embodiment, the registrant may be
informed that the domain name has been registered, the
domain name is associated with the book and/or to inform
them of any forwards or redirects associated with the new
domain name via an email (or any other notification method
known in the art) as previously described or via an announce-
ment on a social website. This may require a partnership
between the host of the book’s website, the domain name
registrar and the one or more social websites involved.
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[0062] A social networking data center (not shown) may
likewise host the information needed for administration of a
social networking website, including the general hosting
infrastructure described above. The social networking data
center may include any of the functionality found in the data
center 240 or registrar’s data center 250 disclosed elsewhere
in this specification, including the ability to link or synchro-
nize the data and functionality found in the other data centers
240, 250. Such social networking data centers may accept
messages from text messages, SMS, web, mobile web, instant
message, third party API projects or other third party appli-
cations, or possibly from the data, software or hardware in the
data center 240 or registrar’s data center 250.

[0063] FIG. 5 shows that the illustrated embodiment, as
well as other disclosed embodiments, may include the step of
suggesting or recommending a domain name related to the
ISBN, title, author and/or other information relating to the
book using a registrar’s server in a registrar’s data center
based on the book’s related information (Step 510).

[0064] FIG. 6 shows an example interface using the dis-
closed structure that may be used for suggesting or recom-
mending a domain name related to the ISBN, title, author
and/or other information relating to the book using a regis-
trar’s server in a registrar’s data center based on the book’s
related information from a link to the data, hardware and
software in the data center 240 (Step 510). For example, the
user who registered 10-2345678901.com, firstbook.us and
johndoe.me may not be aware of additional domain names
available, but may want to be offered options to register these
domain names.

[0065] The user may be informed that these registered
domain names correspond to the book and website, and, using
information, keywords, or any other domain name suggestion
methods known in the art, and may be offered suggestions for
and be allowed to select additional domain names that may be
related to the book’s ISBN, title, author, subject, keywords
and or additional information relating to the book. In this
example, the domain names 10-2345678901.net, firstbook.
mobi and johndoe.info have been suggested to the user, who
has selected firstbook.mobi and johndoe.info as additional
possible domain names to be registered and possibly for-
warded or redirected to the website firstbook.com. This for-
warding or redirection may be automatic as disclosed above.
In addition, if a suggested domain name is too long because
the title of the book is too long for a reasonable domain name,
additional domain names, such as a recommend ISBN num-
ber-related domain name and website may be suggested
instead.

[0066] In another embodiment, the data center 240 which
hosts and stores information regarding the book’s website, as
well as the registrar data center 250 may utilize the data
storage 230, servers 210 and any related software modules to
recognize the input of information that identifies a new book,
an ISBN registered for a new book through the appropriate
ISBN registration authority (possibly the International Orga-
nization for Standardization or ISO), or some other third party
which may have access to this information, or any other
information that may identify the new book.

[0067] This and other embodiments may include recom-
mending a domain name and/or website related to the book to
the users associated with the book when the book is assigned
an ISBN. In order to accomplish this, a partnership may need
to be established with the appropriate authority used to assign
ISBNs, possibly the ISO, or some other third party which may
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have access to this information, and be able to give notice
when an ISBN is assigned. This authority or third party may
also have a data center (not shown) which may have any of the
characteristics disclosed relating to the data center 240 or the
registrar’s data center 250.

[0068] When the ISBN is assigned to the book, a notice or
any other required data may be sent from such a data center
for the authority or third party to the data storage 230, or other
hardware or software in the data center 240 or registrar’s data
center 250, and linked and/or synchronized as necessary. A
domain name based on ISBN, title, author, subject or other
information may then be recommended to the author, pub-
lisher or other users associated with the book, based on avail-
able domain names as described above.

[0069] This may be an automatic step, and/or may require a
search of the data sources 230 in the registrar data center 250,
or authority and/or third party’s data center which in turn may
require some type of partnership between the registrar and the
authority or some other third party which may have access to
this information.

[0070] Inanother embodiment, an especially popular book
may be generating a lot of traffic or searches using one or
more search engines, as are known in the art. These searches
may be used to recognize a high amount of traffic or searches
in a search engine for a certain book title, author information,
subject information, etc. and trends related to these searches.
Using the data, hardware and software modules in the data
center 240 and registrar’s data center 250, the information
from these most popular searches may be collected (possibly
from data in a data center for the search engine (not shown)
with any of the characteristics disclosed relating to the data
center 240 and registrar’s data center 250) and used to deter-
mine that adomain name for the book information is available
and to recommend domain names to the user using techniques
disclosed elsewhere in this application.

[0071] FIG. 7 shows that the illustrated embodiment, as
well as other disclosed embodiments, may include the step of
partnering with a third party used to sell, provide, search or
research books or book information, such as AMAZON.
COM, BARNESANDNOBLE.COM, BORDERS.COM,
ISBNDB.COM, SIRSIDYNIX, etc. Utilizing these partner-
ships, the website or software for these third parties may
create and display an automatic link to the book’s website
where the ISBN or other book information is being
researched and is listed on the third party website. (Step 700).
In other words, the information for the book may be used to
turn the ISBN; title, author, subject or other book information
on the website into a link, allowing the user to augment their
research of information relating to the book by accessing the
book’s website.

[0072] A data center for the third party (not shown) may
likewise host the information needed for administration of the
third party website or software. This data center may include
the general data, server and hosting infrastructure described
above. The third party data center may include any of the
functionality found in the data center 240 or registrar’s data
center 250 disclosed elsewhere in this specification, including
the ability to link and/or synchronize information between the
data center 240, the registrar’s data center 250, the third
party’s data center (not shown) or any other data center.
[0073] FIG. 8 shows an example interface using the dis-
closed structure that may be used for partnering with a third
party to create and display an automatic link to the book’s
website where the ISBN or other book information is being

May 26, 2011

researched and is listed on the third party website. (Step 700).
For example, in one embodiment, a user may go to a website
such as AMAZON.COM, BORDERS.COM, BARNE-
SANDNOBLE.COM or ISBNDB.COM to learn more about
or to purchase a book, or may be using software from or
distributed by a library research company such as SIRSI-
DYNIX to further research a book that is of interest to them.
[0074] A user may search a book (“First Book” in this
example), using it’s ISBN, title, author, subject, etc. and the
search results may be displayed to the user, possibly sorted by
title, ISBN, author, etc. Through the partnership established
with the third party website or software company, the infor-
mation from the data storage 230 in the data center 240 may
be used to create a link within the search results allowing the
user to be redirected from the third party website or software
to the book’s website.

[0075] In the embodiment shown in FIG. 8, the user, after
searching for “First Book™ may be provided with information
divided into related titles, authors, ISBN, subject etc. Within
these search results, the relevant subsection may include a
link to relevant information on the book’s website. In this
case, a link is provided in the “Titles” portion which may
forward or redirect the user to the relevant part of First Book’s
website dealing with the title. Likewise, the ISBN may be
highlighted in the ISBN section, and a link created to allow
the user to learn more about the book using the ISBN. Finally
(but not by way of limitation), a link may be provided in the
“Authors” section allowing the user to be redirected to the
appropriate portion of the First Book’s website to learn more
about John Doe, the author.

[0076] These links may allow the user to be forwarded or
redirected to the website, but in another embodiment, the link
may include a popup window to the site, or may include a link
from the retrieved information that would either redirect to
the website, or open a popup window for the book’s website.
These links may be directed to the original site or any of the
redirected domain names discussed in detail above.

[0077] No limitations should be placed on the type of third
party websites that can be used in such a partnership. For
example, the website may be for a reseller, such as AMA-
ZON.COM, BARNESANDNOBLE.COM or BORDERS.
COM, could be a database of book information such as
ISBNDB.COM, or may be software used to search or
research books in a library, such as SIRSIDYNIX where the
user is searching the book, by any of the available criteria,
such as title, author, subject ISBN, etc.

[0078] A link may also be included for additional multime-
dia information. For example, if a movie by the same name,
based on the book, is available at that library, a link may also
be included for that particular piece of multimedia. DVD’s,
audio books, etc. may also be included.

[0079] In another embodiment, the link displayed to the
user may be in response to the user scanning a bar code
associated with the ISBN or entering book information into
an interface in a bookstore or library. For example, a user may
scan the barcode for the book, either looking for more infor-
mation about the book, or seeking a price check for the book
ata “brick and mortar” type store such as Barnes and Noble or
Borders. When the information displays after scanning this
barcode, various actions could be taken to allow the user to
access information on the book’s website.

[0080] As non-limiting examples, a simple scanning
machine may display a message such as “see www.firstbook.
com for more information about the book™ or “see www.10-
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2345678901 .com for more information about the book.” This
information may also be included on the receipt, either elec-
tronic or in paper form, or in a follow up email when the book
is purchased, thereby allowing the user to learn more about
the book they have purchased.

[0081] Other embodiments may include a scanner con-
nected to a computer terminal, in which case, either a link
could be provided within the desired scanned information, or
the website may be displayed upon scanning the book. In
addition, the price check may also include information about
the reseller, or be redirected to the reseller’s page for infor-
mation about the book, with the link for the book’s website
available from the reseller’s page.

[0082] Finally, the information about the book may be
emailed to the customer if they are a regular customer of the
reseller (where their information would be stored in a data-
base maintained by the reseller), or they may enter their
information for email, fax, SMS etc. information after scan-
ning the book to have information forwarded, emailed, texted,
etc. to them.

[0083] The additional steps included in the embodiments
illustrated in FIGS. 1-8 are not limited to the embodiment
shown in FIG. 1 and may be combined in several different
orders and modified within multiple other embodiments.
[0084] Other embodiments and uses of the above inven-
tions will be apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art
upon consideration of the specification and practice of the
invention disclosed herein. The specification and examples
given should be considered exemplary only, and it is contem-
plated that the appended claims will cover any other such
embodiments or modifications as fall within the true scope of
the invention.

[0085] The Abstract accompanying this specification is
provided to enable the United States Patent and Trademark
Office and the public generally to determine quickly from a
cursory inspection the nature and gist of the technical disclo-
sure and in no way intended for defining, determining, or
limiting the present invention or any of its embodiments.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method, comprising the steps of:

a) receiving from a user a request for information about a
book, the request for information comprising an ISBN
for the book and requested via an interface on a client
communicatively coupled to a network;

b) accessing a data storage within a data center via a data
access software module executed on a server communi-
catively coupled to a network in the data center, the data
storage comprising a plurality of information about the
book, the plurality of information comprising informa-
tion about a website, and the website comprising further
information about the book; and

¢) redirecting the user to the website via a website redirec-
tion module using the plurality of information.

2. The method of claim 1 wherein the request for informa-

tion about the book further comprises a title of the book, an
author of the book, a subject of the book, the ISBN for the

May 26, 2011

book or any combination thereof, and wherein the plurality of
information about the book further comprises the books web-
site, the domain name for the book’s website, a title of the
book, an author of the book, a subject of the book, the ISBN
for the book or any combination thereof.

3. The method of claim 2 further comprising the step of
registering a domain name related to the ISBN for the book,
the title of the book, the author of the book, the subject of the
book, or any combination thereof.

4. The method of claim 3 further comprising the step of
recognizing the domain name registered as related to the
plurality of information about the book in the data storage.

5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of
receiving from the user a selection of one or more domain
names to be redirected to the website, the one or more domain
names including the domain name.

6. The method of claim 4 wherein the domain name is
automatically redirected to the website, and the user is
informed that the domain name has been automatically redi-
rected.

7. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of
recommending the domain name as a primary domain name
for the website if an active website for the book is not found.

8. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of
recommending one or more additional domain names related
to the plurality of information about the book in the data
storage.

9. The method of claim 8 further comprising the step of
receiving from the user a selection redirecting the one or more
additional domain names to the website.

10. The method of claim 7 wherein recommending the
domain name as a primary domain name occurs after the book
is assigned an ISBN.

11. The method of claim 7 wherein recommending the
domain name as a primary domain name occurs in response to
a trend indicating a high amount of traffic or searches in
response to the book.

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of
partnering with a third party to create and display an auto-
matic link to the book’s website from a listed ISBN, title,
author, subject or any combination thereof.

13. The method of claim 12 wherein said third party is a
book-reseller website.

14. The method of claim 12 wherein said third party is a
distributor of library research software.

15. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of
displaying a link or the address to the book’s website in
response to the book being scanned for a price check or sale
of the book.

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the address to the
book’s website is displayed on a scanning machine.

17. The method of claim 15 wherein the address to the
book’s website is displayed on a receipt after the sale of the
book.



