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(57) ABSTRACT

A domain name hi-jack prevention service may be selected by
a domain name registrant and enabled by a Registrar. In a first
embodiment, the Registrar may send a confirmation request
via a preferred contact method to the registrant and only move
the domain name from a first account to a second account
(both managed by the Registrar) when the registrant confirms
the request. In a second embodiment, a third party platform
that is independent from and/or not the Registrar confirms the
identity of the registrant before the Registrar moves the
domain name from the first account to the second account
(again, both managed by the Registrar). In a third embodi-
ment, a third party platform communicates an authorization
code to a verified registrant so the registrant can enter the
authorization code with a Gaining Registrar so the domain
name may be transferred from a Losing Registrar to the
Gaining Registrar.
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Registrar or the Third Party disbursed a seller funds to the Seller selling

the domain name

b 4

Stop

FIG. 29
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Start

Collecting by an electronic shopping cart a funds from a Buyer, wherein the funds
comprise: 1) only a non-escrow funds, 2) only the non-escrow funds and an escrow
funds or 3) only the escrow funds, wherein the non-escrow funds are paid by the [ 3000
Buyer to a Gaining Registrar in exchange for a product or a service from the
Gaining Registrar and the escrow funds are collected from the Buyer in exchange
for a transfer of ownership from the Seller to the Buyer
Transferring the non-escrow funds to
Funds Comprise the Gaining Registrar —— 3010
only non-escrow
funds?
Stop
Transferring the funds to a Third Party,
v the Third Party transfers the non-
es . .
Funds comprise escrow funds to the Gaining Registrar 3020
non-escrow  funds and disburses the escrow funds to the
and escrow funds? Seller
Stop
_ Transferring the funds to a Third Party,
Sg;;ds Coen;glosve\el wherein the Third Party disburses the
- 3030

funds? escrow funds to the Seller

> Stop FIG. 30
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Gaining Registrar A Gaining Registrar B Gaining Registrar C
Place Bid Place Bid Place Bid
\ 4 r \ 4

Aftermarket Platform 100

Check Availability

Losing Registrar X 210

FIG. 32
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Gaining Registrar A Gaining Registrar B Gaining Registrar C
Get Auction Status Get Auction Status Get Auction Status
v A 4 y

Aftermarket Platform 100

FIG. 33
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Gaining Registrar A

Gaining Registrar B

Gaining Registrar C

Get Auction

Notifications

Get Auction

Notifications

Get Auction Notifications

Aftermarket Platform 100

FIG

. 34
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Gaining Registrar A Gaining Registrar A

Purchase Domain Name Request & Confirm Fast Transfer

|

Aftermarket Platform 100

Check Availability & Hold Domain Name Prepare & Acknowledge Fast Transfer
N 7
Losing Registrar X Losing Registrar X

FIG. 35
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Domain Name Aftermarket 130

Registry 200
y h
y A
Losing Registrar 210 Aftermarket Platform Gaining Registrar 220
100
Registrar Function Registrar Function
3620 Communication 3625
System 3660
Communication Communication
System 3630 Auction  System | [« System 3635
3670
Servers 3640 Servers 3645
Webs: Notification -
ebsite System 3680 Website
3650 3655
3
A
lLast or Previous Highest Bidder 3610
Registrant 3600

FIG. 36
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Registering, by a Losing Registrar, a domain name to a last registrant | 3700

v

Communicating, by the Losing Registrar, the domain name as available

for purchase to an Aftermarket Platform, wherein:
i) the domain name is under management of the Losing Registrar, | 3710
ii) the domain name has expired, and

i) the domain name is unencumbered by any rights of the last

registrant

v

Receiving, by the Losing Registrar, a list of a plurality of domain names as

available for purchase from the Aftermarket Platform, wherein:

i) each domain name in the plurality of domain names is under
management by a registrar that is not the Losing Registrar,

i) each domain name in the plurality of domain names has expired, — 3720
and

iii) each domain name in the plurality of domain names is

unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant

v

Displaying, by the Losing Registrar, the domain name and the plurality of

domain names available for purchase on a website to a plurality of — 3730

potential buyers

¥

Transferring, by the Losing Registrar, the domain name to a Gaining | __ 3740

Registrar

v

FIG. 37
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Recelving, by a Gaining Registrar, a list of a plurality of domain names

available for purchase from an Aftermarket Platform, wherein:

i) each domain name in the plurality of domain names is under
management by a registrar that is not the Gaining Registrar,

i) each domain name in the plurality of domain names has expired, 3800
and o
iii) each domain name in the plurality of domain names is
unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant

v

Displaying, by the Gaining Registrar, the plurality of domain names

3810
available for purchase on a website to a plurality of potential buyers

v

Receiving, by the Gaining Registrar, a funds from a Buyer in the plurality

3820
of buyers for a registration of a domain name within the plurality of domain

names available for purchase, wherein the domain name is transferred

from a Losing Registrar to the Gaining Registrar

v

Registering, by the Gaining Registrar, the domain name to the Buyer | 3830

FIG. 38
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Receiving, by an Aftermarket Platform, a first list of a first plurality of

domain names available for purchase from a Losing Registrar, wherein:

0 each domain name in the first plurality of domain names is under
management by the Losing Registrar,

if) each domain name in the first plurality of domain names has | 3900
expired, and

iii) each domain name in the first plurality of domain names is

unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant

v

Distributing, by the Aftermarket Platform, the first list of the first plurality of

domain names available for purchase to a Gaining Registrar, wherein:

)] the Gaining Registrar displays the first plurality of domain names to
a first plurality of potential buyers;

i) the Gaining Registrar receives a bid from a Buyer for a domain
name; . 3910
iif) the Gaining Registrar receives a funds from the Buyer in the first
plurality of potential buyers for an ownership of the domain name within
the first plurality of domain names, wherein the domain name is

transferred from the Losing Registrar to the Gaining Registrar; and

iv) the Gaining Registrar registers the domain name to the Buyer

FIG. 39
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Losing Registrar 210

A registrar function configured to:

i) register a domain name to a domain name registrant,

i) transfer the domain hame to a Gaining Registrar when:

A) the domain name is under management of the Losing Registrar,

B) the domain name has expired and is unencumbered by any rights of the
. . || 3620
domain name registrant, and

C) a Buyer has entered a highest bid on the domain name before the end of

the auction;

A communication system configured to: ,
i) communicate to an Aftermarket Platform a first list of a first plurality of
domain names available for purchase, wherein each domain name in the first
plurality of domain names:

A) is under management of the Losing Registrar, and
B) has expired and is unencumbered by any rights of a previous [T~ 3630
registrant, and
i receive from the Aftermarket Platform a second list of a second plurality of
domain names available for purchase, wherein each domain name in the second
plurality of domain names:

A) is under management by the Gaining Registrar or a registrar in a
plurality of registrars, and

B) has expired and is unencumbered by any rights of a previous

registrant

A one or more servers configured to: 3640
i) display the second plurality of domain names to a plurality of potential
buyers on a website,

i) receive one or more bids from the plurality of potential buyers, and

iii) transmit the one or more bids to the Aftermarket Platform

FIG. 40
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Gaining Registrar 220
A communication system, controlled by a Gaining Registrar, configured to:
i) communicate to an Aftermarket Platform a first list of a first plurality of
domain names available for purchase that:
A) are under management of the Gaining Registrar,
B) have expired, and |
C) are unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant, and - 3635
ii) receive from the Aftermarket Platform a second list of a second plurality of
domain names available for purchase that:
A) are under management by a Losing Registrar and a plurality of registrars,
B) have expired, and
C) are unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant
A one or more servers, controlled by the Gaining Registrar, configured to:
i) display the second plurality of domain names to a plurality of potential [T~ 3645
buyers on a website,
i) receive one or more bids for one or more domain names in the second
plurality of domain names from the plurality of potential buyers,
i receive a highest bid from a Buyer for a domain name in the second
plurality of domain names,
iv) transmit the one or more bids and the highest bid to the Aftermarket
Platform, and
v) coliect funds for the purchase of the domain name from the Buyer
A registrar function, controlled by the Gaining Registrar, configured to: | 3625
i) receive the domain name transferred from the Losing Registrar, and
i} register the domain name to the Buyer

FIG. 41
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Aftermarket Platform 100
A communication system, comprising one or more servers, configured to:
i) receive one or more lists comprising a plurality of domain names available
for purchase, wherein the plurality of domain names comprises one or more
domain names from one or more registrars in a plurality of registrars, wherein
each domain name, in the plurality of domain names,:
A) is under management by a registrar in the plurality of registrars [ 3660
and has expired, and »
B) is unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant,
i) communicate the one or more lists comprising the plurality of domain
names available for purchase to the plurality of registrars
An auction system, comprising the one or more servers, configured to:
i) for each domain name in the plurality of domain names, receive one or
more bids from a plurality of bidders, and
i) for each domain name in the plurality of domain names, determine: {3670
A) a highest bidder in the plurality of bidders,
B) a Gaining Registrar in the plurality of registrars used by the
highest bidder, and
C) a Losing Registrar in the plurality of registrars that has the each
domain name under management
A notification system, comprising the one or more servers, configured to:
i) for each domain name in the plurality of domain names, notify the
Losing Registrar to transfer the each domain name to the Gaining Registrar, and
i) for each domain name in the plurality of domain names, notify the
Gaining Registrar to: |- 3660
A) collect a funds from the highest bidder,
B) receive the each domain name fransferred from the Losing
Registrar, and
C) register the each domain name to the highest bidder

FIG. 42
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Example of a Domain Name Life Cycle

_l A domain name is available for registration | 4300
The domain name is registered by a domain name registrant, i.e., a last
registrant or a previous registrant, for a 1-10 yecars registration period - the

—> domain name may be renewed for an additional 1-10 years as many times as [+—
desired by the domain name registrant

The domain name is active - domain name
; i 4310
registrant may renew any number of times

The domain name expires if not renewed after the registration period expires

Renewal Grace Period - may be 19 days - 4320
domain name registrant may renew T

19 days after domain name expires

Redemption Period - may be 23 days - domain | 4330
name registrant may redeem

42 days after the domain name expires

. ; ] L 4340
The domain name is now:
1) under management of the registrar,
2) expired, and Highest
3) unencumbered by any rights of the Bidder
domain name registrant.
A\

Pending Drop - If no bidders at the auction, Registry may drop (make
available to the general public) the domain name after this time

FIG. 43
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Start '

A
Calculating by a Registry a first list price for a first unregistered

domain name and a second list price for a second unregistered
domain name, wherein the first unregistered domain name and the —— 4400
second unregistered domain name have the same top-level domain

and the first list price is different than the second list price

Y
Communicating by the Registry the first list price and the first

unregistered domain name and the second list price and the second 4410

unregistered domain name to a Gaining Registrar

A4

Stop

FIG. 44
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Start

A
Determining by a Registry a first list price for a first unregistered

domain name and a second list price for a second unregistered domain

4500
name, wherein the first unregistered domain name and the second
unregistered domain name have the same top-level domain and the

first list price is different than the second list price

A

Communicating by the Registry the first list price and the first

unregistered domain name and the second list price and the second 4510

unregistered domain name to an Aftermarket Platform

Y

Stop

FIG. 45
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Start

Y

Determining by a Registry a list of premium never before registered

domain names, wherein all domain names, in the list of premium never 4600

before registered domain names, comprise a same top-level domain

.

Assigning a list price by the Registry to each domain name in the list of

premium never before registered domain names, wherein at least two 4610

domain names in the list of premium never before registered domain

names are assigned different list prices

Y
Communicating by the Registry the list of premium never before

registered domain names and corresponding list prices to an Aftermarket 4620

Platform or to a plurality of registrars

A
Receiving by the Registry a registration request for a domain name in the

list of premium never before registered domain names from the 4830

Aftermarket Platform or a Gaining Registrar in the plurality of registrars

\ 4
Registering by the Registry the domain name to a Buyer

—— 4640

4

Stop FIG. 46
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Start

Y
Receiving, by a Gaining Registrar, a domain name search request on a 4700

website from a Buyer

y

Displaying, by the Gaining Registrar, a two or more never before

registered domain names on the website to the Buyer to select for domain 4710
name registration, wherein at least two domain names in the two or more

never before registered domain names have the same top-level domain

FIG. 47

and different list prices
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Start

) 4
Displaying on a website, by a Gaining Registrar, a two or more never

before registered domain names tc a Buyer to select for domain name
. . . . . L. 4800
registration, wherein at least two domain names in the two or more
never before registered domain names have the same top-level domain

and different prices

Y
Receiving by the Gaining Registrar a selection from the Buyer of one or

more domain names in the two or more never before registered domain 4810

names

A
Registering by the Gaining Registrar the one or more domain names in 4820

the two or more never before registered domain names to the Buyer

Stop

FIG. 48
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Start }

A 4
Receiving by a Gaining Registrar a list of a plurality of never before

registered domain names with a corresponding plurality of list prices from
a Registry or an Aftermarket Platform, wherein at least two domain —— 4900
names in the plurality of never before registered domain names have the

same top-level domain and different list prices

A

Displaying by the Gaining Registrar a two or more domain names in the

plurality of never before registered domain names and a corresponding

two or more list prices on a website to a plurality of potential buyers and 4910
a Buyer
Y
Receiving by the Gaining Registrar a selection from the Buyer for a
domain name having a corresponding purchase price in the displayed 4820
two or more domain names in the plurality of never before registered
domain names
y
Collecting by the Gaining Registrar the purchase price from the Buyer L 4830
) Y
Registering by the Gaining Registrar the domain name to the Buyer
—— 4940

h 4

! Stop FIG. 49
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Buyer enters a domain name in a search field of a Gaining Registrar —— 5000

¥

Gaining Registrar determines domain name is registered at a Losing Registrar 5010

(Losing Registrar is not the Gaining Registrar)

v

Gaining Registrar determines whether Buyer wants to make an offer for the —— 5020

domain name

Does Buyer want

5030
to make an offer?

Gaining Registrar identifies and validates the Buyer — 5040

y

5050

Buyer validated?

Gaining Registrar may calculate and/or display a value for the domain name to —— 5060

the Buyer

4

Gaining Registrar receives an offer amount and corresponding reserve for the

domain name and optionally a time limit the offer is good from the Buyer or [—— 5070

else the Gaining Registrar terminates the process

y

Gaining Registrar sends domain name, offer amount and possibly time limit

—— 5080

the offer is good to an Aftermarket Platform

FIG. 50
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Aftermarket Platform determines Losing Registrar (Registrar that has the

domain name currently under management)

—— 5100

'

Aftermarket Platform sends Domain Name, offer amount and possibly time

limit the offer is good to the Losing Registrar

— 5110

v

Losing Registrar may check if Seller and/or domain name is on a do-not-

contact list

—— 5120

On do-not-contact

list?

5130

Losing Registrar may review customer database and/cr WHOIS database to
find one or more contact methods for Seller (current registrant of the domain

name)

—— 5140

'

Losing Registrar contacts Seller (preferably by a preselected preferred method
of contact chosen by the Seller or if no method was chosen email may be

used) with the domain name, offer and possibly time limit the offer is good

—— 5150

v

Passed time limit? reem
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Seller Accepts the Offer

Declines
Seller Accepts or

5200
Declines?
Accepts
Losing Registrar collects Form of Authorization from Seller to allow transfer — 5210
Y
Losing Registrar transfers the domain name to the Gaining Registrar —— 5220
v
Gaining Registrar transfers reserves to the Losing Registrar ‘ —— 5230
Gaining Registrar puts domain name in Buyer Controlled Account — 5240
Losing Registrar disburses reserves (possibly minus fees for the Gaining —— 5250
Registrar and/or the Losing Registrar) to the Seller

FIG. 52
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Seller and/or Domain Name are on a Do-Not-Contact List

Losing Registrar notifies Aftermarket Platform that Seller and/or domain name

—— 5300
are on a do-not-contact list
Aftermarket Platform notifies Gaining Registrar .that the Seller and/or domain 5310
name are on a do-not-contact list
Gaining Registrar notifies Buyer that the Seller and/or domain name are on a 5320

do-not-contact list

v

Gaining Registrar releases reserves back to the Buyer —— 5330

FIG. 53
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Offer Time Limit Passed

Losing Registrar notifies Aftermarket Platform that Seller did not respond 400
— 5

within the time limit

Aftermarket Platform notifies Gaining Registrar that the Seller did not respond 5410
within the time limit

Gaining Registrar notifies Buyer that the Seller did not respond within the time 5420
limit

Gaining Registrar releases reserves back to the Buyer —— 5430

FIG. 54
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Seller Declined Offer

Losing Registrar notifies Aftermarket Platform that Seller declined the offer

—— 5500
(possibly presenting a counter-offer)
Aftermarket Platform notifies Gaining Registrar that the Seller declined the 5510
offer (possibly presenting a counter-offer)
Gaining Registrar notifies Buyer that the Seller declined the offer (possibly 5500
presenting a counter-offer)
Gaining Registrar releases reserves back to the Buyer +—— 5530

FIG. 55
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Intra-Registrar Move Hi-Jack Prevention Service

A Registrar registers a domain name to a first registrant and allows the domain 5600
name to be controlled by the first registrant from a First Account of the Registrar
The Registrar offers the first registrant a hi-jacking prevention service for the
—— 5610
domain name
Did first registrant select hi- 5620
jack prevention service?
The Registrar receives a request to move the domain name from the First 5630
Account to a Second Account of the Registrar from a second registrant
h 4
The Registrar sends a confirmation request, with a time limit, to the first registrant
—— 5640
for the request to transfer the domain name
No Yes
Did first registrant confirm 5650
transfer with time limit?
Y Y
The Registrar sends message The Registrar moves the
to first registrant that transfer —— 5660 domain name from the First —— 9670
was prevented Account to the Second Account

FIG. 56 Stop
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Third Party Platform Move Hi-Jack Prevention Service

Start
A Registrar registers a domain name to a registrant and allows the domain name
5600
to be controlled by the registrant from a first account of the Registrar
The Registrar offers the registrant a third party hi-jacking prevention service for
—— 5700
the domain name
No
- Did registrant select third party
. - . — 5710
Stop hi-jack prevention service?
The Registrar receives a request to move the domain name from a first account L —— 5720

managed by the Registrar to a second account managed by the Registrar

FIG. 57
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A 4

The Third Party Platform determines if the requester of the move is the registrant
by sending a confirmation request to a device known to be under the control of

the registrant

—— 5800

No

Was requester the registrant?

The Third Party Platform either confirms or denies the request to the Registrar

— 5820

!

The Registrar moves the domain name from the first account to the second

account

—— 5830

FIG. 58
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Third Party Platform Inter-Registrar Transfer Hi-dJack Prevention Service

A Losing Registrar registers a domain name to a Seller and allows the domain 5000
name to be controlled by the Seller from a First Account of the Losing Registrar
The Losing Registrar offers the Seller a third party inter-Registrar transfer hi- 910
— 5
jacking prevention setvice for the domain name
Did Seller select third party inter-Registrar
transfer hi-jack prevention service? 2920
A Losing Registrar receives a request from a registrant for a Third Party Hi-Jack 5930
Prevention Service
The Losing Registrar receives a request for an authentication code L 5040

FIG. 59
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A Third Party creates the authentication code which cannot be viewed from the —— 6000

Losing Registrar

l

The Third Party communicates the authentication code to a registrant controlled

—— 6010
device or account, such as a text message to a registrant controlled cell phone or

an email to a registrant controlled email account

l

If the Losing Registrar receives a transfer request with the authentication code

within a predetermined time period, the domain name is transferred from the

!

If the Losing Registrar receives a transfer request without the authentication code

—— 6020
Losing Registrar to the Gaining Registrar

and/or after the predetermined time pericd, the Losing Registrar does not transfer [ 6030

FIG. 60

the domain name
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DOMAIN NAME HI-JACK PREVENTION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT
APPLICATIONS

[0001] This application is a continuation-in-part of, and
claims priority to, U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/805,
374 entitled Gaining Registrar Purchasing a Domain Name
for a Buyer filed on Jul. 21, 2015 and U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 14/805,378 entitled Losing Registrar Selling a
Domain Name for a Seller filed on Jul. 21, 2015, which are
continuation-in-parts of, and claims priority to, U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/587,962 entitled Registering Previ-
ously-Unregistered Domain Names with the same Top-Level
Domain at Variable Prices filed on Dec. 31, 2014 and U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/587,958 entitled Registering
Previously-Unregistered Domain Names with the Same Top-
Level Domain at Variable Prices filed on Dec. 31, 2014 which
are a continuation-in-part, and claim priority to, U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/528,622 entitled Payment Methods
for Domain Name Aftermarket filed on Oct. 30, 2014; U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/528,657 entitled Auction
Methods for Expired Domain Names filed on Oct. 30, 2014;
and U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/528.790 entitled
Aftermarket Platform for Auctioning Expired Domain
Names filed on Oct. 30, 2014 which are a continuation-in-
part, and claim priority to, U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/522,426 entitled Aftermarket Platform Processes in a
Domain Name Aftermarket filed on Oct. 23, 2014; U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/522.432 entitled Gaining Registrar
Processes in a Domain Name Aftermarket filed on Oct. 23,
2014; U.S. patent application Ser. No. 14/522,435 entitled
Losing Registrar Processes in a Domain Name Aftermarket
filed on Oct. 23, 2014; and U.S. patent application Ser. No.
14/522,440 entitled Offer and Counteroffer Processes in a
Domain Name Aftermarket filed on Oct. 23, 2014.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] The present invention generally relates to prevent-
ing fraud when moving a domain name from a first account to
a second account in the same Registrar or when transferring a
domain name from a Losing Registrar to a Gaining Registrar.
Some embodiments use a third party platform to assist in
confirming the requester of the move or transfer is the actual
domain name registrant before moving or transferring the
domain name.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] The present invention provides methods for an
Aftermarket Platform to receive an agreement executed by a
Seller. The agreement may permit a domain name registered
to the Seller to be transferred, only after a Buyer has agreed to
purchase the domain name and without further action from
the Seller, from a Seller controlled account of a Losing Reg-
istrar to a Buyer controlled account of a Gaining Registrar.
The agreement is preferably executed by the Seller prior to
making the domain name available to the Buyer for purchase.
The Aftermarket Platform may receive a communication
from the Gaining Registrar that the Buyer desires to purchase
the domain name. The Aftermarket Platform may facilitate
the transfer of the domain name from the Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to the Buyer controlled
account of the Gaining Registrar. In addition, the Aftermarket
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Platform may facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer
and the disbursement of funds to the Seller.

[0004] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may receive an agreement executed by a Seller. The agree-
ment may permit a domain name registered to the Seller to be
transferred, only after a Buyer has agreed to purchase the
domain name and without further action from the Seller, from
a Seller controlled account of the Losing Registrar to a Buyer
controlled account of the Gaining Registrar. The agreement is
preferably executed by the Seller prior to making the domain
name available to the Buyer for purchase. The Aftermarket
Platform may communicate a notification to a plurality of
Registrars that triggers one or more Registrars in the plurality
of' Registrars to list the domain name on one or more websites
as available for purchase to a plurality of potential Buyers.
The Aftermarket Platform may receive a communication
from the Gaining Registrar that the Buyer desires to purchase
the domain name. The Aftermarket Platform may facilitate
the transfer of the domain name from the Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to the Buyer controlled
account of the Gaining Registrar. The Aftermarket Platform
may also facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer and
the disbursement of funds to the Seller.

[0005] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may receive an agreement executed by a Seller that permits a
domain name registered to the Seller to be transferred, only
after a Buyer has agreed to purchase the domain name and
without further action from the Seller, from a Seller con-
trolled account of a Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled
account of a Gaining Registrar. In preferred embodiments the
agreement is executed by the Seller prior to making the
domain name available to the Buyer for purchase. The After-
market Platform may communicate a notification to a plural-
ity of Registrars that triggers one or more Registrars in the
plurality of Registrars to list the domain name on one or more
website as available for purchase to a plurality of potential
Buyers. The Aftermarket Platform may receive a notification
from the Losing Registrar that the domain name is nontrans-
ferable from the Seller controlled account. Based on the noti-
fication, the Aftermarket Platform may prevent the Buyer
from purchasing the domain name, possibly by sending a
communication to the plurality of Registrars to stop listing the
domain name as available for purchase to the plurality of
potential Buyers.

[0006] In another embodiment, a Losing Registrar may
register a domain name to a Seller. The Losing Registrar may
manage the domain name in a Seller controlled account,
wherein the Seller has executed an agreement that permits the
domain name to be transferred, only after a Buyer has agreed
to purchase the domain name and without further action from
the Seller, from the Seller controlled account of the Losing
Registrar to a Buyer controlled account of a Gaining Regis-
trar. In a preferred embodiment, the agreement is executed
prior to making the domain name available to the Buyer for
purchase. The Losing Registrar may receive a communica-
tion from an Aftermarket Platform or a Gaining Registrar that
a Buyer has purchased the domain name from the Seller. The
Losing Registrar may facilitate the transfer of the domain
name from the Seller controlled account of the Losing Reg-
istrar to the Buyer controlled account of the Gaining Regis-
trar. The Losing Registrar may also facilitate the collection of
funds from the Buyer (preferably via cooperation with the
Gaining Registrar) and the disbursement of funds to the
Seller.
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[0007] In another embodiment, a Losing Registrar may
register a domain name to a Seller. The Losing Registrar may
manage the domain name in a Seller controlled account. In a
preferred embodiment, the Seller executes an agreement that
permits the domain name to be transferred, only after a Buyer
has agreed to purchase the domain name and without further
action from the Seller, from the Seller controlled account of
the Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account of a Gain-
ing Registrar. The agreement may be executed prior to mak-
ing the domain name available to the Buyer for purchase. The
Losing Registrar may communicate the agreement to an
Aftermarket Platform that triggers the Aftermarket Platform
to communicate a notification to a plurality of Registrars. The
notification to the plurality of Registrars may trigger one or
more Registrars in the plurality of Registrars to list the
domain name on one or more websites as available for pur-
chase to a plurality of potential Buyers. The Losing Registrar
may receive a communication from an Aftermarket Platform
or a Gaining Registrar that a Buyer has purchased the domain
name from the Seller. The Losing Registrar may facilitate the
transfer of the domain name from the Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to the Buyer controlled
account of the Gaining Registrar. The Losing Registrar may
also facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer (prefer-
ably via cooperation with the Gaining Registrar) and the
disbursement of funds to the Seller.

[0008] In another embodiment, a Losing Registrar may
register adomain nameto a Seller. The Seller may manage the
domain name from a Seller controlled account of a Losing
Registrar and the Seller may have executed an agreement. The
agreement may permit the domain name to be transferred,
only after a Buyer has agreed to purchase the domain name
and without further action from the Seller, from the Seller
controlled account of'a Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled
account of a Gaining Registrar. The agreement is preferably
executed prior to making the domain name available to the
Buyer for purchase. The Losing Registrar may communicate
the agreement to an Aftermarket Platform that triggers the
Aftermarket Platform to communicate a notification to a plu-
rality of Registrars. The notification to the plurality of Reg-
istrars may trigger one or more Registrars in the plurality of
Registrars to list the domain name on one or more websites as
available for purchase to a plurality of potential Buyers. The
Losing Registrar may monitor the transferability of the
domain name from the Seller controlled account. If the
domain name becomes nontransferable from the Seller con-
trolled account, the Losing Registrar may notify an Aftermar-
ket Platform that the domain name is nontransferable. The
notification to the Aftermarket Platform may trigger the
Aftermarket Platform to prevent the Buyer from purchasing
the domain name, possibly by sending a communication to
the plurality of Registrars to stop listing the domain name as
available for purchase.

[0009] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
receive a domain name transferred from a Seller controlled
account of a Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account of
the Gaining Registrar. The domain name may be registered to
a Seller by the Losing Registrar. The Seller may execute an
agreement that permits the domain name to be transferred,
only after a Buyer has agreed to purchase the domain name
and without further action from the Seller, from a Seller
controlled account of the Losing Registrar to the Buyer con-
trolled account of the Gaining Registrar. In preferred embodi-
ments, the agreement is executed prior to making the domain
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name available to the Buyer for purchase. The Gaining Reg-
istrar may register the domain name to the Buyer and receive
instructions from the Buyer to manage the domain name in
the Buyer controlled account.

[0010] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
receive a notification from an Aftermarket Platform to list a
domain name on a websites as available for purchase to a
plurality of potential Buyers. The Gaining Registrar may
receive the domain name transferred from a Seller controlled
account of a Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account of
the Gaining Registrar. The domain name may have been
registered to the Seller by the Losing Registrar. The Seller
may have executed an agreement that permits the domain
name to be transferred, only after a Buyer has agreed to
purchase the domain name and without further action from
the Seller, from a Seller controlled account of the Losing
Registrar to the Buyer controlled account of the Gaining
Registrar. In a preferred embodiment, the agreement is
executed prior to making the domain name available to the
Buyer for purchase. The Gaining Registrar may register the
domain name to the Buyer and receive instructions from the
Buyer to manage the domain name in the Buyer controlled
account.

[0011] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
receive a first notification from an Aftermarket Platform to list
a domain name on a websites as available for purchase to a
plurality of potential Buyers. The Gaining Registrar may list
the domain name on the website as available for purchase to
the plurality of potential Buyers. The Gaining Registrar may
receive a second notification from the Aftermarket Platform
that the domain name is no longer available for purchase. The
Gaining Registrar may then remove the domain name on the
website as available for purchase to the plurality of potential
Buyers.

[0012] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may display a domain name on a website to a plurality of
potential domain name purchasers. The domain name may be
registered to a Seller by a Losing Registrar and the domain
name may have expired. The Aftermarket Platform may
receive directly or via a Gaining Registrar an offer from a
Buyer for the domain name. The Aftermarket Platform may
communicate directly or via the Losing Registrar, the offer to
the Seller. The Aftermarket Platform may receive directly or
via the Losing Registrar, an acceptance from the Seller to the
offer from the Buyer. The Aftermarket Platform may facilitate
the transfer of the domain name from the Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account
of'the Gaining Registrar. The Aftermarket Platform may also
facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer (preferably
with cooperation from the Gaining Registrar) and the dis-
bursement of funds to the Seller (preferably with cooperation
with the Selling Registrar) corresponding to the offer from the
Buyer to the Seller.

[0013] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may display a domain name on a website to a plurality of
potential domain name purchasers. The domain name may be
registered to a Seller by a Losing Registrar and the domain
name may have expired. The Aftermarket Platform may
receive directly or via a Gaining Registrar, an offer from a
Buyer for the domain name. The Aftermarket Platform may
communicate directly or via the Losing Registrar the offer to
the Seller. The Aftermarket Platform may communicate
directly or via the Gaining Registrar, a counteroffer from the
Seller to the Buyer. The Aftermarket Platform may receive
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directly or via the Gaining Registrar, an acceptance from the
Buyer to the counteroffer from the Seller. The Aftermarket
Platform may facilitate the transfer of the domain name from
the Seller controlled account of the Losing Registrar to a
Buyer controlled account of the Gaining Registrar. The After-
market Platform may also facilitate the collection of funds
from the Buyer (preferably with cooperation from the Gain-
ing Registrar) and the disbursement of funds to the Seller
(preferably with cooperation from the Losing Registrar) cor-
responding to the counteroffer from the Buyer to the Seller.

[0014] Inanother embodiment, a Losing Registrar registers
a domain name to a Seller. The Losing Registrar may com-
municate to an Aftermarket Platform that the domain name
has expired. The Losing Registrar may receive an offer from
a Buyer to purchase the domain name from the Seller. The
Losing Registrar may receive an acceptance from the Sellerto
the offer from the Buyer. The Losing Registrar may facilitate
the transfer of the domain name from a Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account
of the Gaining Registrar. The Losing Registrar may also
facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer and the
disbursement of funds to the Seller corresponding to the offer.

[0015] Inanother embodiment, a Losing Registrar registers
a domain name to a Seller. The Losing Registrar may com-
municate to an Aftermarket Platform that the domain name
has expired. The Losing Registrar may receive an offer from
a Buyer to purchase the domain name from the Seller. The
Losing Registrar may receive a counteroffer from the Sellerto
purchase the domain name by the Buyer. The Losing Regis-
trar may receive an acceptance from the Buyer to the coun-
teroffer from the Seller. The Losing Registrar may facilitate
the transfer of the domain name from a Seller controlled
account of the Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account
of the Gaining Registrar. The Losing Registrar may also
facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer (preferably
with cooperation from the Gaining Registrar) and the dis-
bursement of funds to the Seller corresponding to the offer.

[0016] In another embodiment, a domain name may be
transferred from a Seller controlled account to an Aftermarket
Platform. Funds may be transferred or entered, preferably
either from a Gaining Registrar or an Aftermarket Platform,
to the Aftermarket Platform. The transfer of the domain name
to the Aftermarket Platform and the transfer of the funds to the
Aftermarket Platform may occur in either order. After, and
preferably only after, the Aftermarket Platform has both the
domain name and the funds, the Aftermarket Platform may
transfer the domain name to a Buyer controlled account in a
Gaining Registrar and the Aftermarket Platform may transfer
the funds from the Aftermarket Platform to the Seller. The
transfer of the domain name from the Aftermarket Platform to
the Buyer controlled account in the Gaining Registrar and the
transfer of the funds from the Aftermarket Platform to the
Seller may occur in either order. In this embodiment, in the
event the domain name is not transferred to the Aftermarket
Platform after a predetermined period of time, the Aftermar-
ket Platform may return any received funds to the Buyer. In
this embodiment, in the event the funds are not transferred to
the Aftermarket Platform after a predetermined period of
time, the Aftermarket Platform may return the domain name
to the Seller controlled account in the Losing Registrar. This
embodiment has the advantage of reducing the risk the Seller
will lose the domain name without receiving the funds and
reduce the risk the Buyer will lose the funds without receiving
the domain name.
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[0017] In another embodiment, a Seller may execute an
agreement that permits a domain name registered to the Seller
to be transferred/sold from a Seller controlled account at a
Losing Registrar to a Buyer controlled account at a Gaining
Registrar upon purchase by a Buyer. The agreement may be
executed, i.e., agreed to, on a website controlled by the Losing
Registrar or an Aftermarket Platform. The agreement prefer-
ably allows the domain name to be transferred without further
action by the Seller. The domain name may be listed, i.e.,
offered for sell, on a plurality of Registrars’ websites to a
plurality of potential Buyers after the Seller executes the
agreement. The domain name may be monitored (preferably
by the Losing Registrar) and delisted, i.e., disabled from
being purchased by a Buyer from any Registrar, if the domain
name becomes nontransferable from the Seller controlled
account. The Buyer and Seller may make any number of
offers and counteroffers for the domain name, even if the
domain name has expired, but remains transferable from the
Seller controlled account. Once an offer or counteroffer has
been accepted, the domain name may be transferred from the
Seller controlled account at a Losing Registrar to the Buyer
controlled account at a Gaining Registrar and funds may be
transferred from the Buyer to the Seller.

[0018] In another embodiment, a buyer funds may be col-
lected from a Buyer by a plurality of hardware servers. Own-
ership of a domain name may be transferred from a Seller to
a Third Party. The WHOIS database may be changed to reflect
the Third Party as the new registrant of the domain name.
Ownership of the domain name may be transferred from the
Third Party to the Buyer. The WHOIS database may be
changed to reflect the Buyer as the new registrant of the
domain name. A seller funds may be disbursed to the Seller,
preferably if, and only if, the domain name was successfully
transferred to the Buyer.

[0019] In another embodiment, a buyer funds may be col-
lected from a Buyer by a Gaining Registrar. Ownership of a
domain name may be transferred from a Seller to a Third
Party by a Losing Registrar. The WHOIS database may be
changed to reflect the Third Party as the new registrant of the
domain name. Ownership of the domain name may be trans-
ferred from the Third Party to the Gaining Registrar by the
Third Party. The WHOIS database may be changed to reflect
the Buyer as the new registrant of the domain name. The
Losing Registrar or Third Party may disburse a seller funds to
the Seller, preferably if, and only if, the domain name was
successfully transterred to the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar
and the Losing Registrar may be the same or different regis-
trars. The Third Party may be an Aftermarket Platform or
other legal entity.

[0020] Inanother embodiment, the ownership of a domain
name may be transferred from a Seller to a Third Party,
wherein a Gaining Registrar may collect a buyer funds from
a Buyer purchasing the domain name. A registrant in the
WHOIS database may be changed from the Sellerto the Third
Party to reflect the new ownership. The ownership of the
domain name may be transferred from the Third Party to the
Buyer, wherein a Losing Registrar or an Aftermarket Plat-
form may disburse a seller funds to the Seller selling the
domain name. The registrant in the WHOIS database may be
changed from the Third Party to the Buyer to reflect the new
ownership. In a preferred embodiment, the Losing Registrar
or the Aftermarket Platform disburses the seller funds to the
Seller if, and only if, the domain name was successfully
transferred from the Seller to the Third Party and/or success-
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fully transferred from the Third Party to the Buyer. The Gain-
ing Registrar and the Losing Registrar may be the same or
different registrars. In preferred embodiments, the Third
Party is not the Gaining Registrar or the Losing Registrar. The
Third Party may be an Aftermarket Platform or other legal
entity.

[0021] In another embodiment an electronic shopping cart
may collect a funds from a Buyer. The funds may comprise: 1)
only a non-escrow funds, 2) only the non-escrow funds and an
escrow funds, or 3) only the escrow funds. Non-escrow funds
are collected by a Gaining Registrar from a Buyer in
exchange for a product or service from the Gaining Registrar.
Escrow funds are collected by the Gaining Registrar from the
Buyer in exchange for a transfer of ownership of the domain
name from the Seller to the Buyer. If, and only if, the funds
comprise only non-escrow funds, then transfer the non-es-
crow funds to the Gaining Registrar. If, and only if, the funds
comprise only non-escrow funds and escrow funds, then
transfer the funds to a Third Party where the Third Party
transfers the non-escrow funds to the Gaining Registrar and
the Losing Registrar disburses the escrow funds to the Seller.
If, and only if, the funds comprise only escrow funds, then
transfer the funds to the Third party and the Losing Registrar
disbursing the escrow funds to the Seller. In preferred
embodiments, the domain name may be transferred from a
Seller controlled account with the Losing Registrar to a Buyer
controlled account with the Gaining Registrar. In other pre-
ferred embodiments, a registrant in the WHOIS database for
the domain name may be changed from the Seller to the Third
Party and then from the Third Party to the Buyer. In other
preferred embodiments, the Losing Registrar disburses the
escrow funds to the Seller of the domain name, if, and only if,
the ownership of the domain name is transferred successfully
to the Buyer. In these embodiments, the Gain Registrar and
the Losing Registrar may be the same or different registrars.
In these embodiments, the Third Party is not the Gaining
Registrar or the Losing Registrar.

[0022] In another embodiment, a Losing Registrar may
assist in creating an auction for expired domain names across
multiple domain name registrars. The Losing Registrar may
start by registering a domain name to a last registrant. The last
registrant is preferably the last registrant of the domain name
prior to the start of the auction. The Losing Registrar may
communicate the domain name as available for purchase to an
Aftermarket Platform when the domain name is: 1) under
management of the Losing Registrar, 2) expired and 3) unen-
cumbered by any rights of the last registrant. The Losing
Registrar may receive a list of a plurality of domain names
that are available for purchase or bidding from the Aftermar-
ket Platform. Fach domain name in the plurality of domain
names is preferably 1) under management by a registrar that
is not the Losing Registrar, 2) expired and 3) unencumbered
by any rights of a previous registrant. The Losing Registrar
may display the domain name and the plurality of domain
names that are available for purchase on a website to a plu-
rality of potential buyers. The Losing Registrar may receive
one or more bids for the domain name or for the one or more
domain names in the plurality of domain names. If a Buyer
selects the domain name for purchase from a Gaining Regis-
trar and the Buyer has entered the highest bid at the end of the
auction, the Losing Registrar may transfer the domain name
to the Gaining Registrar.

[0023] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
assist in creating an auction for expired domain names across
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multiple domain name registrars. The Gaining Registrar may
receive a list of a plurality of domain names that are available
for purchase from an Aftermarket Platform. Each domain
name in the plurality of domain names is preferably: 1) under
management by a registrar that is not the Gaining Registrar, 2)
expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights of a previous
registrant. The Gaining Registrar may display the plurality of
domain names available for purchase on a website to a plu-
rality of potential buyers. The Gaining Registrar may receive
a plurality of bids for one or more domain names in the
plurality of domain names and a highest bid before the end of
the auction from a Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may collect
a funds from the Buyer for the purchase of the domain name.
A Losing Registrar may renew and transfer the domain name
to the Gaining Registrar. The Gaining Registrar may take the
domain name under management and register the domain
name to the Buyer.

[0024] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may assist in creating an auction for expired domain names
across multiple domain name registrars. The Aftermarket
Platform may receive a list of available domain names from a
Losing Registrar (and optionally from a Gaining Registrar as
well as other registrars). Each domain name in the list is
preferably: 1) under management of a registrar, 2) has expired
and 3) is unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant.
The Aftermarket Platform may distribute the list of domain
names available for purchase to a Gaining Registrar (and
optionally the Losing Registrar as well as other registrars).
The Gaining Registrar may display on a website the domain
names to a plurality of potential buyers. In preferred embodi-
ments, the Losing Registrar as well as the other registrars also
display on their respective websites the domain names to
additional potential buyers in an attempt to become the Gain-
ing Registrar. The Gaining Registrar, Losing Registrar and
other registrars may receive one or more bids from potential
buyers. The Gaining Registrar becomes the Gaining Registrar
by receiving a highest bid from a Buyer out of the plurality of
potential buyers at all the registrars before the close of the
auction. The Gaining Registrar may collect a funds from the
Buyer for the ownership of the domain name. The Losing
Registrar may renew the domain name and transfer the
domain name to the Gaining Registrar. The Gaining Registrar
may register the domain name to the Buyer.

[0025] In another embodiment, a Losing Registrar may
assist in creating an auction for expired domain names across
multiple domain name registrars. The Losing Registrar may
comprise a registrar function, a communication system and
one or more servers. The registrar function may be able to
register a domain name to a domain name registrant and
renew the domain name when the domain name is under
management of the Losing Registrar, the domain name has
expired, the domain name is unencumbered by any rights of
the domain name registrant and a Buyer has bid on the domain
name. The registrar function may also be able to transfer the
domain name to a Gaining Registrar. The communication
system may be able to send a list of domain names that are
available for purchase to an Aftermarket Platform. The
domain names are preferably: 1) under management of the
Losing Registrar, 2) have expired and 3) are unencumbered
by any rights of a last registrant. The communication system
may also be able to receive a list of domain names that are
available for purchase from the Aftermarket Platform. The
domain names are preferably: 1) under management by the
Gaining Registrar, 2) have expired and 3) are unencumbered
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by any rights of a previous registrant. The one or more servers
may display the list of domain names from the Aftermarket
Platform on a website to a plurality of potential buyers,
receive one or more bids from the plurality of potential buy-
ers, and transmit the one or more bids to the Aftermarket
Platform.

[0026] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
assist in creating an auction for expired domain names across
multiple domain name registrars. The Gaining Registrar may
comprise a communication system, one or more servers run-
ning a website and a registrar function. The communication
system may communicate a first list of a first plurality of
domain names that are available for purchase to an Aftermar-
ket Platform. The first plurality of domain names are: 1) under
management of the Gaining Registrar, 2) expired and 3) are
unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant. The
communication system may also receive a second list of a
second plurality of domain names. The second plurality of
domain names are: 1) under management by a Losing Reg-
istrar and possibly other registers, 2) expired and 3 are unen-
cumbered by any rights of a previous registrant. The one or
more servers running the website may: 1) display the second
plurality of domain names to a plurality of potential buyers, 2)
receive one or more bids for one or more domain names from
the plurality of potential buyers, 3) receive a highest bid from
a Buyer for a domain name in the second plurality of domain
names, 4) transmit the one or more bids and the highest bid to
the Aftermarket Platform, and 5) collect funds for the pur-
chase of the domain name from the Buyer. The registrar
function may be configured to receive the domain name trans-
ferred from the Losing Registrar (the Losing Registrar
renewed the domain name) and register the domain name to
the Buyer.

[0027] In another embodiment, an Aftermarket Platform
may assist in creating an auction for expired domain names.
The Aftermarket Platform may comprise a communication
system, an auction system and notification system. The com-
munication system may receive one or more lists comprising
a plurality of domain names available for purchase, wherein
the plurality of domain names comprises one or more domain
names from one or more registrars in a plurality of registrars.
Each domain name in the plurality of domain names may be:
1) under management by a registrar in the plurality of regis-
trars, 2) expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights of a
previous registrant. The communication system may commu-
nicate the one or more lists comprising the plurality of domain
names available for purchase to the plurality of registrars. The
auction system may be configured to receive one or more bids
from a plurality of bidders for each domain name in the
plurality of domain names. The auction system may also, for
each domain name in the plurality of domain names, deter-
mine: 1) a highest bidder in the plurality of bidders, a Gaining
Registrar in the plurality of registrars used by the highest
bidder and a Losing Registrar in the plurality of registrars that
has each domain name under management. The notification
system may be configured to notify the Losing Registrar to
renew each domain name and transfer each domain name to
the Gaining Registrar for each domain name in the plurality of
domain names. The notification system may also be config-
ured to notify the Gaining Registrar for each domain name in
the plurality of domain names to: 1) collect a funds from the
highest bidder, 2) receive each domain name transferred from
the Losing Registrar and 3) register each domain name to the
highest bidder.
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[0028] In another embodiment, a Registry may sell never
before registered domain names with the same top-level
domain at variable prices through one or more registrars to a
Buyer. The process may start by the Registry calculating a list
price for one or more never before registered domain names.
These domain names may have the same top-level domain,
but be priced differently based on the desirability of the sec-
ond-level domain for each domain name. The list price may
comprise only the registration fee that will be owed by the
Gaining Registrar to the Registry or may include the regis-
tration fee and a fee or commission for the Gaining Registrar.
If the list price comprises only the registration fee, the Gain-
ing Registrar may add its fee to the list price to create a
purchase price that is displayed and charged to the Buyer. The
desirability for the second-level domain may be determined,
as a non-limiting example, by using historical data of the
second-level domain with other top-level domains. The Reg-
istry may then communicate a list of the one or more never
before registered domain names and their corresponding list
prices to a plurality of registrars and to a Gaining Registrar. In
some embodiments, the Registry may receive a request from
the Gaining Registrar to register one of the one or more never
before registered domain names to a Buyer. The Registry
and/or Registrar may register the domain in the WHOIS data-
base to the Buyer. The Buyer thus becomes the registrant of
the domain name. The Registry may then communicate to the
plurality of registrars that the domain name is no longer
available for registration, possibly by sending an updated list
that no longer includes the registered domain name or updat-
ing a registry maintained list that is exposed through a web
service. In other embodiments, the Registry may periodically
communicate with the plurality of registrars a current list with
current corresponding list prices of never before registered
domain names.

[0029] In another embodiment, a Registry may sell unreg-
istered domain names with the same top-level domain at
variable prices through one or more registrars to a Buyer. A
Registry may determine a plurality of unregistered domain
names that have the same top-level domain that are highly
desirable due to the quality of the domain name’s second-
level domain. The Registry may determine or calculate a list
price for each of these domain name based on the second-
level domain. The more desirable the second-level domain,
the higher the list price resulting in domain names that do not
all have the same list price. The Registry may communicate
the plurality of domain names with their corresponding dif-
ferent list prices to an Aftermarket Platform. The Aftermarket
Platform may communicate the domain names and list price
to a plurality of registrars and a Gaining Registrar that display
the domain names to a plurality of potential buyers on a
plurality of different websites. The unregistered domain
names are preferably domain names that have never been
registered and/or never listed or included in a WHOIS data-
base. In additional embodiments, the Registry may receive a
request from the Gaining Registrar to register one or more
domain names in the plurality of domain names to a Buyer.
The Registry may register the one or more domain names to
the Buyer. The Registry may then update its list of the plural-
ity of unregistered domain names to remove any registered
domain names or domain names that are no longer available
for registration and communicate this list to the Aftermarket
Platform. The Aftermarket Platform may then communicate
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this list to the plurality of registrars so that only available
never before registered domain names are displayed to poten-
tial buyers.

[0030] Inanother embodiment, a Registry may determine a
list of premium domain names that all have the same top-level
domain and that have never been registered. In some embodi-
ments, the premium domain names comprise a second-level
domain that has historically been very desirable, valuable
and/or receives a large amount of traffic when combined with
other top-level domains. The Registry may assign a list price
to each domain name in the list, wherein at least two of the
domain names have different list prices. The list price may
represent: 1) the amount of money the Registry wants to
register the domain name (which may be referred to as a
registration fee) or 2) the amount of money the Registry wants
to register the domain name and an additional amount for the
Gaining Registrar. The list price and purchase price may
include other fees involved in registering a domain name. The
list of premium domain names may be communicated to an
Aftermarket Platform, a plurality of registrars and/or a Gain-
ing Registrar. The Registry may receive a request to register a
domain name to a Buyer from the Gaining Registrar or the
Aftermarket Platform and then register the domain name to
the Buyer, preferably adding the registration information to a
WHOIS database.

[0031] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
offer and sell never before registered domain names with the
same top-level domain at variable prices to a Buyer on a
website. The Gaining Registrar may receive a domain name
search request on a website from the Buyer. The Gaining
Registrar may display a domain name that is an exact match
of the domain name search request and/or additional similar
domain names on the website to the Buyer. The displayed
domain names may comprise at least two that have never been
registered before, have the same top-level domain and differ-
ent list prices or purchase prices. In additional embodiments,
the Gaining Registrar may receive, preferably periodically, an
updated list of domain names from a Registry or an Aftermar-
ket Platform that have never been registered, have the same
top-level domain and have different list prices or purchase
prices. The Gaining Registrar (and optionally a plurality of
other registrars) may then display and offer for sale these
domain names, preferably if the domain names are close to a
domain name search requests, on a website to a plurality of
buyers. Additionally, the domain names may be checked for
availability and only the domain names available for registra-
tion are displayed on the website.

[0032] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
display on a website a plurality of domain names that have
never before been registered that share a common top-level
domain, but have different list prices to a plurality of potential
buyers. A Buyer, using the website, may select one or more of
the displayed never before registered domain names for reg-
istration. The Gaining Registrar may collect funds (that
includes at least the list price) from the Buyer. The Gaining
Registrar, in cooperation with a Registry, may register the
selected displayed one or more never before registered
domain names to the Buyer.

[0033] In another embodiment, a Gaining Registrar may
receive a list of a plurality of never before registered domain
names with a corresponding plurality of list prices from a
Registry or an Aftermarket Platform. At least two domain
names in the plurality of never before registered domain
names have the same top-level domain, but have different list
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prices. The Gaining Registrar (and preferably a plurality of
other registrars) may display, preferably in response to a
domain name search request from a Buyer, on a website the
one or more of the plurality of never before registered domain
names and corresponding list prices to a plurality of potential
buyers and to the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may receive a
selection from the Buyer for a displayed domain name, col-
lect a purchase price for the domain name from the Buyer and
then register, thru a Registry, the never before registered
domain name to the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may dis-
burse, possibly in combination with other domain name pur-
chases, all or part of the purchase price to the Registry as the
list price or as a registration fee.

[0034] Inanotherembodiment, a Buyer may enter adomain
name (or search string) in a search field of a website operated
by a Gaining Registrar. The Gaining Registrar may determine
the domain name is registered at a Losing Registrar (the
Gaining Registrar may be a different registrar from the Los-
ing Registrar). The Gaining Registrar may ask whether the
Buyer would like to make an offer on one or more domain
names that are already registered and the following process
may be repeated for each selected domain name. The Gaining
Registrar preferably validates the Buyer to confirm the iden-
tity of the Buyer to reduce the possibility of a fraudulent
transaction. The Gaining Registrar may also calculate an
estimated value of the domain name and present the estimated
value to the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may receive a
selected domain name, offer amount and/or a time the offer is
good from the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may also collect
areserve from the Buyer. The reserve may be of any amount,
but is preferably about 2-5% of the offer. The percentage of
the reserve may also be based on the trustworthiness of the
Buyer. The Gaining Registrar may send the domain name,
offer amount and possibly a time the offer is good to an
Aftermarket Platform (or directly to a Losing Registrar). The
Aftermarket Platform may communicate the domain name,
offer amount and/or a time the offer is good to the Losing
Registrar. The Losing Registrar may check a do not contact
list for the Seller and/or the domain name and terminate the
process if the Seller and/or domain name are on the do not
contact list. The Losing Registrar may communicate the
domain name, offer amount and possibly a time the offer is
good to a Seller. The Seller may accept the offer, make a
counter-offer, decline the offer or take no action within the
time the offer is good. If the Seller accepts the offer (or the
Buyer accepts the counter-offer) the domain name is trans-
ferred to the Gaining Registrar and registered to the Buyer
and the reserve (possibly minus a transaction fee from the
Losing Registrar and/or the Gaining Registrar) is disbursed to
the Seller. If no offer or counter-offer is accepted or they are
declined, the reserve (possibly minus a transaction fee) may
be disbursed back to the Buyer.

[0035] In another embodiment, a method for an intra-reg-
istrar hi-jack prevention service is performed. A Registrar
may register adomain name to a registrant. The Registrar may
ask for and receive a preferred contact method from the reg-
istrant. The preferred contact method should be secure in that
only the registrant (or trusted agents of the registrant) has
access to the preferred contact method. The Registrar may
manage the domain name in a first account based on instruc-
tions received from the registrant. The Registrar may receive
instructions from the registrant, possibly in response to a
request from the Registrar, to enable a hi-jack prevention
service. The Registrar may enable the hi-jack prevention ser-
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vice for the domain name. The Registrar, at some time after
the hi-jack prevention service has been enabled, may receive
a request to move the domain name from a first account
managed by the Registrar to a second account managed by the
Registrar. In response to the move request, the Registrar may
send a confirmation request for moving the domain name by
the preferred contact method to the registrant. The requester
of'the move will not receive the confirmation email sent only
via the preferred contact method unless the requester is the
registrant. Upon the Registrar receiving an affirmative
response in response to the confirmation request within a
predetermined time limit, the Registrar may move the domain
name from the first account to the second account. An email
confirming the move was successful (or unsuccesstul) may be
sent to the registrant using the preferred contact method.
Upon the Registrar not receiving the affirmative response in
response to the confirmation request within the predeter-
mined time limit, the Registrar not moving the domain name
from the first account to the second account. An email stating
the domain name was not moved may be sent to the registrant
using the preferred contact method.

[0036] In another embodiment, a method for an intra-reg-
istrar third party platform hi-jack prevention service is per-
formed. A Registrar may register a domain name to a regis-
trant. The Registrar may ask for and receive a preferred
contact method from the registrant. The preferred contact
method should be secure in that only the registrant (or trusted
agents of the registrant) has access to the preferred contact
method. The Registrar may manage the domain name in a first
account based on instructions received from the registrant.
The Registrar may receive instructions from the registrant,
possibly in response to an offer from the Registrar, to enable
a hi-jack prevention service. The Registrar may enable the
hi-jack prevention service for the domain name. The Regis-
trar, at some time after the hi-jack prevention service has been
enabled, may receive a request to move the domain name
from a first account managed by the Registrar to a second
account managed by the Registrar. In response to the move
request, a third party platform may send a confirmation
request for moving the domain name by the preferred contact
method to the registrant. The requester of the move will not
receive the confirmation request sent only via the preferred
contact method unless the requester is the registrant. Upon the
third party platform receiving an affirmative response in
response to the confirmation request within a predetermined
time limit, the Registrar may move the domain name from the
first account to the second account. An email confirming the
move was successful (or unsuccessful) may be sent to the
registrant using the preferred contact method. Upon the Reg-
istrar not receiving the affirmative response in response to the
confirmation request within the predetermined time limit, the
Registrar not moving the domain name from the first account
to the second account. An email stating the domain name was
not moved may be sent to the registrant using the preferred
contact method.

[0037] In another embodiment, a method for an inter-reg-
istrar third party platform hi-jack prevention service is per-
formed. A Losing Registrar may register a domain name to a
registrant. The Losing Registrar may ask for and receive a
preferred contact method from the registrant. The preferred
contact method should be secure and only the registrant (or
trusted agents of the registrant) has access to the preferred
contact method. The Losing Registrar may manage the
domain name in a first account based on instructions received
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from the registrant. The Losing Registrar may receive instruc-
tions, possibly in response to an offer from the Losing Reg-
istrar, to enable a hi-jack prevention service. The Losing
Registrar may enable the hi-jack prevention service for the
domain name. The Losing Registrar, at some time after the
hi-jack prevention service has been enabled, may receive a
request to transfer the domain name from the Losing Regis-
trar to a Gaining Registrar. In response to the transfer request,
a third party platform may change the authentication code,
with the Losing Registrar to prevent the transfer of the domain
name until the registrant has been verified. The third party
may generate a token or new authentication code for regis-
trant to validate through the Gaining Registrar or third party.
Once the registrant has been validated, the third party may
change the authentication code back to its original value to
allow the transfer of the domain name between the Gaining
Registrar and the Losing Registrar. If the registrant is not
validated, the third party does not change the authentication
code back to its original value and prevents the transfer.
[0038] In another embodiment, a method for an inter-reg-
istrar third party platform hi-jack prevention service is per-
formed. A Losing Registrar may register a domain name to a
registrant. The Losing Registrar may ask for and receive a
preferred contact method from the registrant. The preferred
contact method should be secure and only the registrant (or
trusted agents of the registrant) has access to the preferred
contact method. The Losing Registrar may manage the
domain name in a first account based on instructions received
from the registrant. The Losing Registrar may receive instruc-
tions, possibly in response to an offer from the Losing Reg-
istrar, to enable a hi-jack prevention service. The Losing
Registrar may enable the hi-jack prevention service for the
domain name. The Losing Registrar, at some time after the
hi-jack prevention service has been enabled, may receive a
request to transfer the domain name from the Losing Regis-
trar to a Gaining Registrar. In response to the transfer request,
a third party platform may send an authentication code for
transferring the domain name by the preferred contact
method to the registrant. The requester of the transfer will not
receive the authentication code sent only via the preferred
contact method unless the requester is the registrant. Upon the
Gaining Registrar receiving the authentication code from the
registrant before a predetermined time limit, transferring the
domain name from the Losing Registrar to the Gaining Reg-
istrar. Upon the Gaining Registrar not receiving the authen-
tication code from the registrant before the predetermined
time limit, not transferring the domain name from the Losing
Registrar to the Gaining Registrar.

[0039] The above features and advantages of the present
invention will be better understood from the following
detailed description taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0040] FIG.1is a block diagram of part of a Domain Name
Aftermarket.
[0041] FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-

market that illustrates a Seller and a Buyer in communication
with an Aftermarket Platform, the Aftermarket Platform in
communication with a Losing Registrar and a Gaining Reg-
istrar and the Losing Registrar and the Gaining Registrar in
communication with a Registry.

[0042] FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-
market that illustrates a Seller in communication with a Los-
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ing Registrar, a Buyer in communication with a Gaining
Registrar, the Losing Registrar and Gaining Registrar in com-
munication with an Aftermarket Platform and a Registry.
[0043] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-
market that illustrates a Seller in communication with an
Aftermarket Platform, a Buyer in communication with a
Gaining Registrar, the Losing Registrar and Gaining Regis-
trar in communication with an Aftermarket Platform and a
Registry.

[0044] FIG. 5is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-
market that illustrates a Seller in communication with a Los-
ing Registrar, a Buyer in communication with an Aftermarket
Platform, the Losing Registrar and Gaining Registrar in com-
munication with the Aftermarket Platform and a Registry.
[0045] FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-
market that illustrates a Seller in communication with a Los-
ing Registrar (that includes a Seller controlled account), a
Buyer in communication with a Gaining Registrar (that
includes a Buyer controlled account), the Losing Registrar
and Gaining Registrar in communication with an Aftermarket
Platform and a Registry.

[0046] FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a Domain Name After-
market that illustrates a plurality of Registrars A-Z (where
each Registrar may be the Losing Registrar, Gaining Regis-
trar, neither or both) in communication with an Aftermarket
Platform and a Registry.

[0047] FIG. 8 is a block diagram illustrating a process for
quickly transferring a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer
from the Seller’s point of view.

[0048] FIG. 9 is a block diagram illustrating a process for
quickly transferring a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer
from the Buyer’s point of view.

[0049] FIG. 10 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform’s point of view for quickly transferring
a domain name from a Seller controlled account to a Buyer
controlled account and transferring funds from a Buyer to a
Seller after a Buyer purchases the domain name.

[0050] FIG. 11 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform’s point of view for listing a domain
name for purchase with a plurality of Registrars and then
quickly transferring the domain name from a Seller con-
trolled account to a Buyer controlled account and transferring
funds from a Buyer to a Seller after a Buyer purchases the
domain name.

[0051] FIG. 12 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform’s point of view for listing a domain
name with a plurality of Registrars, but then preventing a
Buyer from purchasing the domain name if a Losing Registrar
notifies the Aftermarket Platform that the domain name is no
longer transferable from the Seller controlled account.
[0052] FIG.13isaflow diagram ofaprocess from a Losing
Registrar’s point of view for quickly transferring a domain
name from a Seller controlled account to a Buyer controlled
account and transferring funds from a Buyer to a Seller after
a Buyer purchases the domain name.

[0053] FIG.14isaflow diagram ofa process from a L.osing
Registrar’s point of view for listing a domain name for pur-
chase with a plurality of Registrars and then quickly transfer-
ring the domain name from a Seller controlled account to a
Buyer controlled account and transferring funds from a Buyer
to a Seller after a Buyer purchases the domain name.

[0054] FIG.15isaflow diagram ofa process from a L.osing
Registrar’s point of view for listing a domain name with a
plurality of Registrars, but then preventing a Buyer from
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purchasing the domain name if the Losing Registrar notifies
the Aftermarket Platform that the domain name is no longer
transferable from the Seller controlled account.

[0055] FIG. 16 is a flow diagram of a process from a Gain-
ing Registrar’s point of view for quickly transferring a
domain name from a Seller controlled account to a Buyer
controlled account and managing the domain name for the
Buyer.

[0056] FIG. 17 is a flow diagram of a process from a Gain-
ing Registrar’s point of view for listing a domain name for
purchase with a plurality of Registrars and then quickly trans-
ferring the domain name from a Seller controlled account to
a Buyer controlled account and managing the domain name
for the Buyer.

[0057] FIG. 18 is a flow diagram of a process from a Gain-
ing Registrar’s point of view for listing a domain name with
a plurality of Registrars, but then preventing a Buyer from
purchasing the domain name if the Gaining Registrar receives
notice that the domain name is no longer available for pur-
chase.

[0058] FIG. 19 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform’s point of view for receiving an offer
from a Buyer to purchase a domain name.

[0059] FIG. 20 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform’s point of view for receiving an offer
from a Buyer and a counteroffer from a Seller to purchase a
domain name.

[0060] FIG. 21 is a flow diagram of a process from a L.osing
Registrar’s point of view for receiving an offer from a Buyer
to purchase a domain name.

[0061] FIG. 22 is a flow diagram of a process from a L.osing
Registrar’s point of view for receiving an offer from a Buyer
and a counteroffer from a Seller to purchase a domain name.
[0062] FIG. 23 is a flow diagram of a process from an
Aftermarket Platform point of view for transferring a domain
name from a Seller controlled account at a Losing Registrar to
a Buyer controlled account at a Gaining Registrar via the
Aftermarket Platform and transferring funds from the Buyer
to the Seller via the Aftermarket Platform.

[0063] FIG. 24 is a cash (funds) flow diagram for a Regis-
trar illustrating a possible flow of cash when the ownership of
a domain name is transferred from a Seller to a Buyer.
[0064] FIG. 25 is a cash (funds) flow diagram for a Reseller
illustrating a possible flow of cash when the ownership of a
domain name is transferred from a Seller to a Buyer.

[0065] FIG. 26 is a block diagram of a domain name trans-
fer from a sale at a registrar.

[0066] FIG. 27 is a block diagram of a domain name trans-
fer from a sale at an Aftermarket Platform Reseller Sale.
[0067] FIG. 28 is a flow diagram of a process for transtfer-
ring ownership of a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer and
for collecting a buyer funds from the Buyer and distributing a
seller funds to the Seller.

[0068] FIG. 29 is a flow diagram of a process for transfer-
ring ownership of a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer and
for collecting a buyer funds from the Buyer and distributing a
seller funds to the Seller.

[0069] FIG. 30 is a flow diagram of a process for transter-
ring ownership of a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer and
for collecting a buyer funds from the Buyer and distributing a
seller funds to the Seller.

[0070] FIG. 31 is a timing diagram for the actions of a
bidder/Buyer, Gaining Registrar, Aftermarket Platform and
Losing Registrar in an auction of expired domain names.
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[0071] FIG. 32 is a block diagram of an expired domain
name auction illustrating the Gaining Registrars A, B and C
placing bids with an Aftermarket Platform and the Aftermar-
ket Platform checking the availability of a domain name with
a Losing Registrar.

[0072] FIG. 33 is a block diagram of an expired domain
name auction illustrating the Gaining Registrars A, B and C
requesting and/or receiving an auction status from an After-
market Platform.

[0073] FIG. 34 is a block diagram of an expired domain
name auction illustrating the Gaining Registrars A, B and C
requesting and/or receiving an auction notification from an
Aftermarket Platform.

[0074] FIG. 35 is a block diagram of an expired domain
name auction illustrating possible communications between
Gaining Registrars A and B and the Aftermarket Platform and
possible communications between the Aftermarket Platform
and the Losing Registrar.

[0075] FIG. 36 is a block diagram of a Domain Name
Aftermarket illustrating possible components of a Losing
Registrar, Aftermarket Platform and Gaining Registrar.
[0076] FIG. 37 is a flow diagram of a process for a Losing
Registrar to participate in an expired domain name auction
across multiple registrars.

[0077] FIG. 38 is a flow diagram of a process for a Gaining
Registrar to participate in an expired domain name auction
across multiple registrars.

[0078] FIG. 39 is a flow diagram of a process for an After-
market Platform to participate in an expired domain name
auction across multiple registrars.

[0079] FIG. 40 is a block diagram illustrating how a Losing
Registrar may be configured as part of an auction for expired
domain names across multiple registrars.

[0080] FIG. 41 is a block diagram illustrating how a Gain-
ing Registrar may be configured as part of an auction for
expired domain names across multiple registrars.

[0081] FIG.42is ablock diagram illustrating how an After-
market Platform may be configured as part of an auction for
expired domain names across multiple registrars.

[0082] FIG. 43 is a non-limiting example of a life cycle of
a domain name.
[0083] FIG. 44 is a flow diagram of a process for a Registry

selling never before registered domain names with the same
top-level domain at variable prices.

[0084] FIG. 45is a flow diagram of a process for a Registry
selling never before registered domain names with the same
top-level domain at variable prices.

[0085] FIG. 46 is a flow diagram of a process for a Registry
selling never before registered domain names with the same
top-level domain at variable prices.

[0086] FIG. 47 is a flow diagram of a process for a Gaining
Registrar selling never before registered domain names with
the same top-level domain at variable prices.

[0087] FIG. 48 is a flow diagram of a process for a Gaining
Registrar selling never before registered domain names with
the same top-level domain at variable prices.

[0088] FIG. 49 is a flow diagram of a process for a Gaining
Registrar selling never before registered domain names with
the same top-level domain at variable prices.

[0089] FIGS. 50-51 are a flow diagram of a process for a
Losing Registrar and a different Gaining Registrar to transfer
a domain name from a Seller to a Buyer.
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[0090] FIG. 52 is a continuation of the process illustrated in
FIGS. 50-51 illustrating what happens when a Seller accepts
an offer from a Buyer.

[0091] FIG. 53 is a continuation of the process illustrated in
FIGS. 50-51 illustrating what happens when a Seller and/or a
domain name are on a do not contact list.

[0092] FIG. 54 is a continuation of the process illustrated in
FIGS. 50-51 illustrating what happens when a time limit on
an offer from a Buyer expires.

[0093] FIG. 55is a continuation of the process illustrated in
FIGS. 50-51 illustrating what happens when a Seller declines
an offer from a Buyer.

[0094] FIG. 56 is a flow diagram of a process for a hi-jack
prevention service when moving a domain name from a first
account to a second account within the same Registrar.
[0095] FIGS. 57-58 are flow diagrams of a process for a
hi-jack prevention service using a third party platform when
moving a domain name from a first account to a second
account within the same Registrar.

[0096] FIGS. 59-60 are flow diagrams of a process of a
process for a hi-jack prevention service using a third party
platform when transferring a domain name from a Losing
Registrar to a Gaining Registrar.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0097] The present inventions will now be discussed in
detail with regard to the attached drawing figures that were
briefly described above. In the following description, numer-
ous specific details are set forth illustrating the Applicant’s
best mode for practicing the invention and enabling one of
ordinary skill in the art to make and use the invention. It will
be obvious, however, to one skilled in the art that the present
invention may be practiced without many of these specific
details. In other instances, well-known machines, structures,
and method steps have not been described in particular detail
in order to avoid unnecessarily obscuring the present inven-
tion. Unless otherwise indicated, like parts and method steps
are referred to with like reference numerals.

[0098] FIGS. 1-9, 24, 25, 31-36 illustrate a Domain Name
Aftermarket 130 that may include an Aftermarket Platform
100, a Seller 110, a Buyer 120, a Losing Registrar 210 (that
may have a Seller controlled account 600), a Gaining Regis-
trar 220 (that may have a Buyer controlled account 610) and
a Registry 200. The arrows between these parties represent
one or more computer networks, such as the Internet. The
communications may use any currently known or developed
in the future methods or protocols. As a non-limiting
examples, the parties in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130
may use one or more Application Program Interfaces (APIs)
or Extensible Provisioning Protocol (EPP) to communicate
and coordinate the activities of the illustrated parties.

[0099] A computer network is a collection of links and
nodes (e.g., multiple computers and/or other devices con-
nected together) arranged so that information may be passed
from one part of the computer network to another over mul-
tiple links and through various nodes. Non-limiting examples
of computer networks include the Internet, the public
switched telephone network, the global Telex network, com-
puter networks (e.g., an intranet, an extranet, a local-area
network, or a wide-area network), wired networks, and wire-
less networks.

[0100] The Internet is a worldwide network of computers
and computer networks arranged to allow the easy and robust
exchange of information between computer users on clients
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and websites hosted on servers. Hundreds of millions of
people around the world have access to computers connected
to the Internet via Internet Service Providers (ISPs). Content
providers place multimedia information (e.g., text, graphics,
audio, video, animation, and other forms of data) at specific
locations on the Internet referred to as websites. The combi-
nation of all the websites and their corresponding web pages
on the Internet is generally known as the World Wide Web
(WWW) or simply the Web.

[0101] Prevalent on the Web are multimedia websites,
some of which may offer and sell goods and services to
individuals and organizations. Websites may consist of a
single webpage, but typically consist of multiple intercon-
nected and related webpages. Websites, unless very large and
complex or have unusual traffic demands, typically reside on
a single server and are prepared and maintained by a single
individual or entity (although websites residing on multiple
servers are also becoming increasingly common). Menus,
links, tabs, etc. may be used to move between different web
pages within the website or to move to a different website.
[0102] Websites may be created using HyperText Markup
Language (HTML) to generate a standard set of tags that
define how the webpages for the website are to be displayed.
Users of the Internet may access content providers’ websites
using software known as an Internet browser, such as
MICROSOFT INTERNET EXPLORER, GOOGLE
CHROME or MOZILLA FIREFOX. After the browser has
located the desired webpage, the browser requests and
receives information from the webpage, typically in the form
of'an HTML document, and then displays the webpage con-
tent for the user on the user’s client. The user then may view
other webpages at the same website or move to an entirely
different website using the browser.

[0103] The Internet user may use a client, such as, as non-
limiting examples, a cell phone, PDA, tablet, laptop com-
puter, or desktop computer to access a website via a computer
network, such as the Internet.

[0104] The website may have a plurality of webpages and
be hosted or operated from one or more servers. The servers
may be, as a non-limiting example, one or more Dell Power-
Edge(s) rack server(s), HP Blade Servers, IBM Rack or
Tower servers, although other types of servers, combinations
of'one or more servers, server software and applications may
also be used.

[0105] Browsers are able to locate specific websites
because each website, resource, and computer on the Internet
has a unique Internet Protocol (IP) address. Presently, there
are two standards for IP addresses. The older IP address
standard, often called IP Version 4 (IPv4), is a 32-bit binary
number, which is typically shown in dotted decimal notation,
where four 8-bit bytes are separated by a dot from each other
(e.g., 64.202.167.32). The notation is used to improve human
readability. The newer IP address standard, often called IP
Version 6 (IPv6) or Next Generation Internet Protocol (IPng),
is a 128-bit binary number. The standard human readable
notation for IPv6 addresses presents the address as eight
16-bit hexadecimal words, each separated by a colon (e.g.,
2EDC:BA98:0332:0000:CF8A:000C:2154:7313).

[0106] IP addresses, however, even in human readable
notation, are difficult for people to remember and use. A
Uniform Resource Locator (URL) is much easier to remem-
ber and may be used to point to any computer, directory, or file
on the Internet. A browser is able to access a website on the
Internet through the use of a URL. The URL may include a
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Hypertext Transfer Protocol (HTTP) request combined with
the website’s Internet address, also known as the website’s
domain name. An example of a URL witha HT'TP request and
domain name is: http://www.companyname.com. In this
example, the “http” identifies the URL as a HTTP request and
the “companyname.com” is the domain name.

[0107] Domain names are much easier to remember and
use than their corresponding IP addresses. The Internet Cor-
poration for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN)
approves some Generic Top-Level Domains (gTL.D) and del-
egates the responsibility to a particular organization (a “Reg-
istry 200”) for maintaining an authoritative source for the
registered domain names within a Top-Level Domain (TLD)
and their corresponding IP addresses. For certain TL.Ds (e.g.,
Jbiz, .info, .name, and .org) the Registry 200 is also the
authoritative source for contact information related to the
domain name and is referred to as a “thick” Registry 200. For
other TLDs (e.g., .com and .net) only the domain name,
registrar identification, and name server information is stored
within the Registry 200, and a Registrar 700 is the authorita-
tive source for the contact information related to the domain
name. Such Registries 200 are referred to as “thin” Registries
200. Most gTL.Ds are organized through a central domain
name Shared Registration System (SRS) based on their TLD.
TLDs may also be referred to as domain name extensions.
[0108] The process for registering a domain name with
.com, .net, .org, and some other TLDs allows an Internet user
to use an ICANN-accredited Registrar 700 to register their
domain name. For example, if an Internet user, John Doe,
wishes to register the domain name “mycompany.com,” John
Doe may initially determine whether the desired domain
name is available by contacting a domain name Registrar 700.
The Internet user may make this contact using the Registrar’s
webpage and typing the desired domain name into a field on
the Registrar’s webpage created for this purpose. Upon
receiving the request from the Internet user, the Registrar 700
may ascertain whether “mycompany.com” has already been
registered by checking the SRS database associated with the
TLD of the domain name or by checking with the Registry
200. The results of the search then may be displayed on the
webpage to thereby notify the Internet user of the availability
of the domain name. If the domain name is available, the
Internet user may proceed with the registration process. If the
domain name is not available for registration, the Internet user
may keep selecting alternative domain names until an avail-
able domain name is found.

[0109] Domain Name Aftermarket

[0110] A Buyer 120 is a person or entity wishing to pur-
chase and register a domain name, even if that domain name
is already registered. A current problem many Internet users
(Buyers 120) face is trying to find a domain name that is
available for registration or purchase. The Buyer 120 is in
control of a Buyer controlled account 610 at a Gaining Reg-
istrar 220. The Gaining Registrar 220 may have a process for
the Buyer 120 in order for the Buyer 120 to be given and gain
control of the Buyer controlled account 610. The Buyer 120
may be able to access a website controlled by the Gaining
Registrar 220 and, for example, enter a login name and pass-
word, to access the Buyer controlled account 610.

[0111] A Seller 110 is a person or entity that desires to sell
a domain name that is already registered to the Seller 110, i.e.,
the Seller 110 starts as the registrant of the domain name.
Another problem many Internet users (Sellers 110) face is
trying to sell a previously registered domain name. The Seller
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110 is in control of a Seller controlled account 600 at a Losing
Registrar 210. The Losing Registrar 210 may have a process
for the Seller 110 in order for the Seller 110 to be given and
gain control of the Seller controlled account 600. The Seller
110 may be able to access a website controlled by the Losing
Registrar 210 and, for example, enter a login name and pass-
word, to access the Seller controlled account 600.

[0112] A Losing Registrar 210 is a domain name Registrar
700 that has a domain name under management that is ini-
tially registered to a Seller 110. The domain name is managed
by the Seller 110, prior to being purchased, from a Seller
controlled account 600 via a website controlled and main-
tained by the Losing Registrar 210. The Seller 110 may list or
sell the domain name from the Losing Registrar’s website.
The Losing Registrar 210 will “lose” the domain name after
the domain name is transferred to a Buyer controlled account
610 at a Gaining Registrar 220. The Losing Registrar 210
comprises a domain name registrar, at least one or more
hardware servers, electrical communication equipment to
interface with one or more computer networks, routing serv-
ers to communicate with a plurality of potential sellers and a
plurality of potential buyers/bidders and preferably software
to automate the various processes attributed to the Losing
Registrar 210 in this specification. The Losing Registrar 210
may have a plurality of customers, with the Seller 110 being
one of the Losing Registrar’s 210 customers, with each cus-
tomer having a customer controlled account.

[0113] A Gaining Registrar 220 is a domain name Registrar
that will “gain” a domain name under management that has
been purchased by a Buyer 120 (having a Buyer controlled
account 610 with the Gaining Registrar 220) from a Seller
110 (having a Seller controlled account 600 with the Losing
Registrar 210). The Gaining Registrar 220 controls and main-
tains a website that allows the Buyer 120 to manage the
domain name after the domain name has been purchased. The
Buyer 120 may purchase and/or register domain names from
the Gaining Registrar’s website. The Gaining Registrar 220
comprises a domain name registrar, at least one or more
hardware servers, electrical communication equipment to
interface with one or more computer networks, routing serv-
ers to communicate with a plurality of potential sellers and a
plurality of potential buyers/bidders and preferably software
to automate the various processes attributed to the Gaining
Registrar 220 in this specification. The Gaining Registrar 220
may have a plurality of customers, with the Buyer 120 being
one of the Gaining Registrar’s 220 customers, with each
customer having a customer controlled account.

[0114] The Losing Registrar 210 and the Gaining Registrar
220 may be the same Registrar 700 or the Losing Registrar
210 and the Gaining Registrar 220 may be different Regis-
trars 700-703. If the Losing Registrar 210 and the Gaining
Registrar 220 are different, in preferred embodiments, the
Losing Registrar 210 and the Gaining Registrar 220 do not
communicate with each other directly when participating in
the Domain Name Aftermarket 130, but always through the
Aftermarket Platform 100. Thus, the Aftermarket Platform
100 preferably coordinates the transfer of a domain name
from a Seller controlled account 600 at the Losing Registrar
210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 at the Gaining Regis-
trar 220 and the Aftermarket Platform 100 coordinates the
collection of funds from the Buyer 120 and the disbursement
of funds to the Seller 110.

[0115] A Domain Name Aftermarket 130 is a secondary
market for domain names in which a Buyer 120 interested in
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purchasing a domain name that is already registered bids,
negotiates or accepts a price selected by the Seller 110 to
transfer the domain name from a Seller controlled account
600 at a Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account
610 at a Gaining Registrar 220.

[0116] An Aftermarket Platform 100 may facilitate the pro-
cesses of a Domain Name Aftermarket 130 by providing
communication methods for Sellers 110 and Buyers 120 to
interact, possibly anonymously and/or possibly via a Losing
Registrar 210 and/or a Gaining Registrar 220 to negotiate and
close a transfer of ownership and possibly Registrar 700-703
of the domain name from a Seller controlled account 600 to a
Buyer controlled account 610. The Aftermarket Platform 100
may manage an inventory of listed domain names and be able
to create, update and delete information regarding the listed
domain names. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may also
facilitate in the collection of funds from the Buyer 120 (pret-
erably with cooperation from the Gaining Registrar 220) and
the disbursement of funds to the Seller 110 (preferably with
cooperation from the Losing Registrar 210).

[0117] The Aftermarket Platform 100 comprises at least
one or more hardware servers, electrical communication
equipment to interface with one or more computer networks
and preferably software to automate the various processes
attributed to the Aftermarket Platform 100 in this specifica-
tion. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may have a plurality of
customers, with the Seller 110 and/or Buyer 120 being one of
the Aftermarket Platform’s 100 customers.

[0118] The Gaining Registrar 220, Losing Registrar 210,
Aftermarket Platform 100 and Registry 200 are hereby
defined for the purposes of this specification and the claims to
be special purpose machines and are not, and cannot be, by
this explicit definition, purely software or comprise only
abstract ideas.

[0119] With reference to FIG. 8, an embodiment of prac-
ticing the invention will now be described. A Seller 110
(perhaps using a client computer or mobile device with a
browser), in communication with a website controlled and
operated by either a Losing Registrar 210 (that the Seller 110
has a Seller controlled account 600 with) or an Aftermarket
Platform 100 may list a domain name registered to the Seller
110 as available for purchase. The Seller 110 may also pro-
vide a purchase price for the domain name. (Step 800) In
preferred embodiments, the identity of the Seller 110 is con-
firmed by any known or later developed methods of confirm-
ing the identity of a person on the Internet. Non-limiting
examples of confirming the identity of the Seller 110 include
using user names and passwords assigned to the Seller 110,
biometric authentication, photographic images, government
issued identification documents, access to certain records on
the Internet, etc.

[0120] Domain Name Integrity Check

[0121] One way to gain the trust from the Buyers 120 is to
confirm the integrity of the domain names being offered for
sale by the Sellers 110. The integrity of the domain names
may be checked by any method desired. As non-limiting
examples, the integrity of the domain name may be checked
by ensuring 1) the domain name is registered to the Seller 110
(possibly by comparing the Seller 110 contact information or
other Seller 110 data with domain name registrant contact
data and/or other data stored in the WHOIS database, wherein
matching information/data is evidence for the domain name
being registered to the Seller 110), 2) the domain name listing
has all the required metadata, 3) the domain name does not
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contain vice terms (vice terms are those that indicate the
domain name might be used for illegal or immoral activities
or activities that go against the Terms and Conditions of the
Losing Party, the Aftermarket Platform 100 and/or the Gain-
ing Registrar 220), 4) the domain name does not contain one
or more trademarks (the trademarks checked for may be
limited to trademarks that are well known and/or commonly
used for fraudulent activities), 5) the domain name is reason-
ably priced given its quality (in some embodiments, domain
names above a predetermined purchase price may be
excluded from the system), 6) the domain name is housed at
a Registrar within the Domain Name Aftermarket’s network,
7) the domain name has been successfully opted in for sale by
the Seller 110, 8) the Seller 110 has control over the domain
name (possibly by checking the Seller’s 100 control of the
domain name’s DNS records), 9) the domain name is trans-
ferable (as a non-limiting example the domain name is not
locked) from a Seller controlled account 600 at the Losing
Registrar 210 and/or 10) the domain name has not expired.
Smart algorithms or algorithms that learn may be used to
implement one or more of these methods of checking the
integrity of domain names listed in the Domain Name After-
market 130.

[0122] Agreement Executed by Seller

[0123] The agreement may be executed, i.e., electronically
signed, agreed to and/or acknowledged, by a Seller 110 that is
the registrant of a domain name by any desired method. As
non-limiting examples, the agreement may be executed via a
website controlled by the Losing Registrar 210 created at
least for this purpose or by the Losing Registrar 210 sending
an email containing opt-in instructions to the Seller 110 that
allow the Seller 110 to execute the agreement, possibly by
communicating the agreement back to the Losing Registrar
210 or by selecting a link within the email. The communica-
tions between the Seller 110 and the Losing Registrar 210
may be, as non-limiting examples, via paper contracts, web-
sites, electronic communications, emails and/or links in the
electronic communications and/or emails.

[0124] Regardless of how the Seller 110 executes the agree-
ment, the Losing Registrar 210 preferably captures and saves
the agreement and sends an electronic version of the agree-
ment, data representing the agreement and/or an opt-in noti-
fication to an Aftermarket Platform 100. (Step 810) The After-
market Platform 100 may also save an electronic copy of the
agreement or data representing the agreement for the After-
market Platform’s 100 records in a hardware database.

[0125] The Losing Registrar 210 also preferably has the
Seller 110 agree to the Losing Registrar’s 210 Terms and
Conditions and/or the Aftermarket Platform’s 100 Terms and
Conditions for participating in the Domain Name Aftermar-
ket 130. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may work with or
require all of the Registrars 700-703 (Losing Registrars 210
and Gaining Registrars 220) in the Domain Name Aftermar-
ket 130 to have uniform and consistent Terms and Conditions
for Sellers 110 and Buyers 120 to agree to in order to partici-
pate in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130.

[0126] The agreement may be a Form of Authorization
(FOA) or any other agreement that permits the domain name
to be transferred from a Seller controlled account 600 to a
Buyer controlled account 610 without further action, e.g.,
acknowledgement or approval, from the Seller 110. An FOA
is a form that a Sellers 110 may fill out to permit the transfer
of'the Seller’s domain name from a Losing Registrar 210 to a
Gaining Registrar 220. The FOA is an authorization for reg-
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istrar transfer provided by ICANN. The FOA may be filled
out by the Seller 110 (registered domain name holder) to
confirm the intent to transfer the domain name. If the Seller
110 doesn’t respond to the FOA then the Seller 110 (regis-
trant) may not be able to transfer the domain name from one
registrar (Losing Registrar 210) to another (Gaining Registrar
220). A Losing Registrar 210 may only transfer the domain
name ifthe Losing Registrar 210 has received the FOA, either
from the Seller 110 (registrant) or the administrative contact
for the domain name. Receiving an agreement from the Seller
110 increases the speed and removes a potential hurdle or
obstacle from the time the Buyer 120 purchases the domain
name to the time the domain name is in the Buyer controlled
account 610. Domain name transfers that use the agreement
from the Seller 110 are preferably automated by a Losing
Registrar 210 and a Gaining Registrar 220 that communicate
over a computer network (such as the Internet) and thus may
occur in seconds or less. In contrast, transfers without the
agreement require further action or approval from the Seller
110 resulting in transfers that may take several days (or may
never happen ifthe Seller 110 changes the Seller’s mind or the
Seller 110 cannot be reached). In preferred embodiments, the
agreement (which could be an FOA) is executed, i.e., agreed
to and/or legally acknowledged by the Seller 110 before the
domain name is made available for purchase to a plurality of
potential Buyers 120 by one or more potential Gaining Reg-
istrars 700-703.

[0127] Insomeembodiments, the Seller 110 may limit how
long the agreement is effective for listing the Seller’s 110
domain name in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130. As an
example, the Seller 110 may select that the agreement to list
the domain name in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130 is
effective for one year. In this case, at or near the end of one
year, the domain may become nontransferable and removed
from all listings of available domain names in the Domain
Name Aftermarket 130 or the Seller 110 may select to renew
the domain name in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130 for
the same period (one year in this example) or for a different
period of time. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may select one
or more time periods that are available to the Seller 110 to
select. The domain name may be renewed any number of
times as desired by the Seller 110 to keep the domain name
listed in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130. In preferred
embodiments, the Seller 110 may cancel or delist the domain
name from the Domain Name Aftermarket 130 at any time up
to the point where a Buyer 120 attempts to buy the domain
name. In this embodiment, once the Buyer 120 starts the
process of purchasing the domain name, the Seller 110 can no
longer cancel or delist the domain name from the Domain
Name Aftermarket 130.

[0128] In some embodiments, the Seller 110 may enter a
purchase price for the domain name, which may be listed with
the domain name on one or more websites operated by one or
more potential Gaining Registrars 700-703. A Buyer 120 that
pays the purchase price may cause the domain name to be
transferred from a Seller controlled account 600 to a Buyer
controlled account 610 without further action by the Seller
110. The agreement is preferably executed by the Seller 110
prior to the domain name being listed as available for pur-
chase by the Domain Name Aftermarket 130.

[0129] The Losing Registrar 210, Gaining Registrar 220,
and/or the Aftermarket Platform 100 may also calculate a
suggested value for the domain name. The calculated sug-
gested value may be displayed to the Seller 110 and/or poten-
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tial Buyers 120. If the purchase price entered by the Seller 110
for the domain name differs from the calculated suggested
value more than by a predetermined amount, the domain
name may be denied for listing on the Domain Name After-
market 130. Ifthe absolute difference or the absolute percent-
age difference between the calculated suggested value of the
domain name and the purchase price entered by the Seller 110
is greater than a predetermined amount, the domain name
may be denied for listing on the Domain Name Aftermarket
130. In another embodiment, if the purchase price for the
domain name is above a predetermined amount, the domain
name may be denied for listing on the Domain Name After-
market 130. Alternatively, or in combination, if the calculated
suggested value for the domain name is below a predeter-
mined amount, the domain name may be denied for listing on
the Domain Name Aftermarket 130.

[0130] Domain Name Listing Service

[0131] After an Aftermarket Platform 100 either receives,
preferably via an API communication, the agreement, FOA
and/or data corresponding to the agreement directly from a
Seller 110 or from a Losing Registrar 210, the Aftermarket
Platform 100 may communicate the domain name to a plu-
rality of Registrars A-Z 700-703 (illustrated in FIG. 7) in the
Domain Name Aftermarket 130. One or more of these Reg-
istrars 700-703 (and possibly the Aftermarket Platform 100
itself) may list the domain name on a Registrar’s controlled
website as available for purchase, possibly along with a pur-
chase price selected by the Seller 110, to a plurality of poten-
tial domain name Buyers 120.

[0132] The domain name is preferably listed with other
aftermarket domain names, i.e., the aftermarket domain
names are already registered, or the aftermarket domain
names may be listed with suggested domain names that are
not currently registered, i.e., available domain names. The
listed domain names on the website may (or may not) have
different purchase prices (variable prices) associated with
each domain name. Listing the domain name as available for
purchase on a plurality of different Registrars’ websites
greatly increases the domain name’s exposure and prospects
for being purchased by a Buyer 120. (Step 820)

[0133] Monitor Transferability of the Domain Name
[0134] In a preferred embodiment, the Losing Registrar
210 checks the transferability of the domain name from the
Seller controlled account 600 periodically or continuously
throughout the process and terminates the listing, i.e., pre-
vents a Buyer 120 from purchasing the domain name, if the
domain name becomes nontransferable for any reason (such
as an FOA is no longer in effect). The Losing Registrar 210
may communicate with an Aftermarket Platform 100 and the
Aftermarket Platform 100 may let the other Registrars 700-
703 within the Domain Name Aftermarket 130 know that the
domain name should be delisted and no longer offered to
potential Buyers 120 for purchase. Alternatively, or in com-
bination, the Gaining Registrar 220 may also be responsible
for verifying the domain name is transferable before letting a
Buyer 120 purchase the domain name from a Seller 110.
[0135] With reference to FIG. 9, an embodiment of prac-
ticing the invention will now be described. A Buyer 120 may
view and purchase a domain name from an Aftermarket Plat-
form 100 website or a Gaining Registrar 220 website. (Step
900) The Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate with
the Losing Registrar 210 and verify that the domain name is
still available (and transferable) and instruct the Losing Reg-
istrar 210 to hold the domain name so that it cannot be pur-
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chased by another Buyer 120 or made nontransferable by the
Seller 110 for a specified time period.

[0136] Transfer of the Domain Name and Funds

[0137] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may request a Losing
Registrar 210 to prepare a transfer of the domain name (such
as by unlocking the domain name) and set an authorization
code, or any other inter-registrar transfer set out by the Reg-
istry 200 and ICANN, with a Registry 200. (Step 910) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may provide a Gaining Registrar
220 with the authorization code to request the transfer of the
domain name at the Registry 200. The Gaining Registrar 220
may use the authorization code with the Registry 200 to
transfer the domain name from the Losing Registrar 210 to
the Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining Registrar 220 may
confirm with the Aftermarket Platform 100 when the transfer
is complete. (Step 920) In a preferred embodiment, the pur-
chased domain name is transferred from a Seller controlled
account 600 at the Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled
account 610 at the Gaining Registrar 220. A domain name
may be transferred to a Gaining Registrar 220 from a Losing
Registrar 210 and/or ownership may be transferred to a Buyer
120 so that the Buyer 120 becomes the new registrant of the
domain name. Information (names, email address and contact
addresses) in the WHOIS database may be updated to reflect
that the Buyer 120 is now the new registrant and owner of the
domain name.

[0138] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may facilitate the
collection of funds from the Buyer and a disbursement of
funds to the Seller for the purchased domain name, preferably
with the cooperation of the Gaining Registrar 220 and the
Losing Registrar 210. In one embodiment, the transfer of the
domain name from a Seller controlled account 600 to a Buyer
controlled account 610 is confirmed before the funds are
collected from the Buyer 120 and disbursed to the Seller 110.
In another embodiment, a collection of the funds from the
Buyer 120 and a disbursement of the funds to the Seller 110 is
confirmed before the domain name is transferred from the
Seller controlled account 600 to the Buyer controlled account
610. In another embodiment, the Registrars 700-703 may
have deposit accounts with each other and/or exchange
invoices and/or payments periodically, such as monthly, to
balance funds collected from one or more Buyers 120 (pref-
erably by the Gaining Registrars 220) and funds disbursed to
one or more Sellers 110 (preferably by the Losing Registrar
210). Fees and/or commissions may also be exchanged/col-
lected/paid out between the Registrars 700-703 for participa-
tion or performance in the Domain Name Aftermarket 130.
[0139] The transfer of a domain name from a Seller con-
trolled account 600 to a Buyer controlled account 610 may be
direct or have one or more intermediate steps. A collection of
funds from the Buyer and a disbursement of funds to the
Seller may be direct or have one or more intermediate steps.
The transfer of a domain name and funds should not be
assumed to be direct or have intermediate steps unless spe-
cifically stated. The disbursement of funds to the Seller 110
may occur by any method now known or developed in the
future. As non-limiting examples, the funds may be disbursed
using any type of electronic fund transfer into an account for
the Seller 110 or a check may be mailed to the Seller 110.
Funds collected from the Buyer 120 may or may not include
fees or commissions for the use of the Domain Name After-
market 130 system. Thus, in some embodiments, a fund (pur-
chase price for the domain name) and commissions and/or
fees may be collected from the Buyer 120. Alternatively, or in
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combination, funds collected from the Buyer 120 may have
commissions and/or fees removed before the funds are dis-
bursed to the Seller 110. In some embodiments, the funds
collected from the Buyer 120 will not equal the funds dis-
bursed to the Seller 110 as fees and/or commissions may have
been removed from the funds collected from the Buyer 120.
Offers and Counteroffers for domain names may also have
fees and/or commissions removed from the funds collected
from the Buyer 120 before the funds are disbursed to the
Seller 110.

[0140] With reference to FIG. 23 and as a non-limiting
example, a process for facilitating by an Aftermarket Plat-
form 100 a domain name to be transferred from a Seller
controlled account 600 of a Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer
controlled account 610 of a Gaining Registrar 220 and the
facilitating by the Aftermarket Platform 100 the collection of
funds from the Buyer and a disbursement of funds to the
Seller after the purchase of the domain name by the Buyer
from the Seller will now be described. A domain name may be
transferred from a Seller controlled account 600 to an After-
market Platform 100. (Step 2300) Funds may be transferred
or entered, preferably either from a Gaining Registrar 220 or
an Aftermarket Platform 100, to the Aftermarket Platform
100. (Step 2310) The transfer of the domain name to the
Aftermarket Platform 100 and the transfer of the funds to the
Aftermarket Platform 100 may occur in either order. After,
and preferably only after, the Aftermarket Platform 100 has
both the domain name and the funds (Step 2320), the After-
market Platform 100 may transfer the domain name to a
Buyer controlled account 610 in a Gaining Registrar 220
(Step 2330) and the Aftermarket Platform 100 may transfer
the funds from the Aftermarket Platform 100 to the Seller 110
(Step 2340). The transfer of the domain name from the After-
market Platform 100 to the Buyer controlled account 610 in
the Gaining Registrar 220 and the transfer of the funds from
the Aftermarket Platform 100 to the Seller 110 may occur in
either order.

[0141] Inthis embodiment, in the event the domain name is
not transferred to the Aftermarket Platform 100 after, for
example, a predetermined period of time, the Aftermarket
Platform 100 and/or the Gaining Registrar 220 may return the
funds to the Buyer 120. In this embodiment, in the event the
funds are not transferred to the Aftermarket Platform 100
after, for example, a predetermined period of time, the After-
market Platform 100 and/or Losing Registrar 210 may return
the domain name to the Seller controlled account 600 in the
Losing Registrar 210. (Step 2350) This embodiment has the
advantage of reducing the risk the Seller 110 will lose the
domain name without receiving the funds and the risk the
Buyer 120 will lose the funds without receiving the domain
name.

[0142] Referring to FIGS. 1-7, a Seller 110 may execute an
agreement that permits a domain name registered to the Seller
110 to be transferred from a Seller controlled account 600 at
a Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 at a
Gaining Registrar 220 upon purchase by a Buyer 120. The
agreement may be executed, i.e., agreed to, on a website
controlled by the Losing Registrar 210 or an Aftermarket
Platform 100. The agreement preferably allows the domain
name to be transferred without further action by the Seller
110. The domain name may be listed, i.e., offered for sell, on
a plurality of Registrars” websites to a plurality of potential
Buyers 120 after the Seller 110 executes the agreement. The
domain name may be monitored (preferably by the Losing
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Registrar 210) and delisted, i.e., disabled from being pur-
chased by a Buyer 120 from any Registrar 700-703, if the
domain name becomes nontransferable from the Seller con-
trolled account 600. The Buyer 120 and Seller 110 may make
any number of offers and counteroffers for the domain name.
[0143] Aftermarket Platform—Fast Transfer

[0144] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 10, the present invention
provides methods for an Aftermarket Platform 100 to receive
an agreement executed by a Seller 110. The agreement may
permit a domain name registered to the Seller 110 to be
transferred, only after a Buyer 120 has agreed to purchase or
purchased the domain name and without further action from
the Seller 110, from a Seller controlled account 600 of a
Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 of a
Gaining Registrar 220. The agreement is preferably executed
by the Seller 110 prior to making the domain name available
to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step 1000)

[0145] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive a com-
munication from the Gaining Registrar 220 that the Buyer
120 desires to purchase the domain name. (Step 1010) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may facilitate the transfer of the
domain name from the Seller controlled account 600 of the
Losing Registrar 210 to the Buyer controlled account 610 of
the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step 1020) In addition, the After-
market Platform 100 may facilitate or assist in the collection
of funds from the Buyer 120 (preferably with the cooperation
of the Gaining Registrar 220) and the disbursement of funds
to the Seller 110 (preferably with the cooperation of the
Losing Registrar 210). (Step 1030)

[0146] Aftermarket Platform—Fast Transfer/Domain List-
ing Service
[0147] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 11, in another embodi-

ment an Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive an agreement
executed by a Seller 110. The agreement may permit a
domain name registered to the Seller 110 to be transferred,
only after a Buyer 120 has agreed to purchase the domain
name and without further action from the Seller 110, from a
Seller controlled account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to
a Buyer controlled account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220.
The agreement is preferably executed by the Seller 110 prior
to making the domain name available to the Buyer 120 for
purchase. (Step 1000)

[0148] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate a
notification to a plurality of Registrars that triggers one or
more Registrars in the plurality of Registrars to list the
domain name on one or more websites as available for pur-
chase to a plurality of potential Buyers 120. (Step 1100)
[0149] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive a com-
munication from the Gaining Registrar 220 that the Buyer
120 desires to purchase the domain name. (Step 1010) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may facilitate the transfer of the
domain name from the Seller controlled account 600 of the
Losing Registrar 210 to the Buyer controlled account 610 of
the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step 1020) The Aftermarket Plat-
form 100 may also facilitate the collection of funds from the
Buyer 120 (preferably with the cooperation of the Gaining
Registrar 220) and the disbursement of funds to the Seller 110
(preferably with the cooperation of the Losing Registrar 210).
(Step 1030)

[0150] Aftermarket Platform—Monitor Transferability of
Domain Name
[0151] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 12, in another embodi-

ment an Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive an agreement
executed by a Seller 110 that permits a domain name regis-
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tered to the Seller 110 to be transferred, only after a Buyer 120
has agreed to purchase the domain name and without further
action from the Seller 110, from a Seller controlled account
600 of a Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account
610 of a Gaining Registrar 220. In preferred embodiments the
agreement is executed by the Seller 110 prior to making the
domain name available to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step
1000)

[0152] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate a
notification to a plurality of Registrars that triggers one or
more Registrars in the plurality of Registrars to list the
domain name on one or more website as available for pur-
chase to a plurality of potential Buyers 120. (Step 1100) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive a notification from the
Losing Registrar 210 that the domain name is nontransferable
from the Seller controlled account 600. (Step 1200) Based on
the notification, the Aftermarket Platform 100 may prevent
the Buyer 120 from purchasing the domain name, possibly by
sending a communication to the plurality of Registrars to stop
listing the domain name as available for purchase. (Step
1210)

[0153] Losing Registrar—Fast Transfer

[0154] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 13, in another embodi-
ment a Losing Registrar 210 may register a domain name to a
Seller 110. (Step 1300) The Losing Registrar 210 may man-
age the domain name in a Seller controlled account 600,
wherein the Seller 110 has executed an agreement that per-
mits the domain name to be transferred, only after a Buyer
120 has agreed to purchase the domain name and without
further action from the Seller 110, from the Seller controlled
account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled
account 610 of a Gaining Registrar 220. In a preferred
embodiment, the agreement is executed prior to making the
domain name available to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step
1310)

[0155] The Losing Registrar 210 may receive a communi-
cation from an Aftermarket Platform 100 or a Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 that a Buyer 120 has purchased the domain name
from the Seller 110. (Step 1320) The Losing Registrar 210
may facilitate the transfer of the domain name from the Seller
controlled account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to the
Buyer controlled account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220.
(Step 1330) The Losing Registrar 210 may also facilitate the
collection of funds from the Buyer 120 (preferably with the
cooperation of the Gaining Registrar 220) and the disburse-
ment of funds to the Seller 110. (Step 1340)

[0156] Losing Registrar—Fast Transfer/Domain Name
Listing Service
[0157] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 14, in another embodi-

ment a Losing Registrar 210 may register a domain name to a
Seller 110. (Step 1300) The Losing Registrar 210 may man-
age the domain name in a Seller controlled account 600. In a
preferred embodiment, the Seller 110 executes an agreement
that permits the domain name to be transferred, only after a
Buyer 120 has agreed to purchase the domain name and
without further action from the Seller 110, from the Seller
controlled account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer
controlled account 610 of a Gaining Registrar 220. The agree-
ment may be executed prior to making the domain name
available to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step 1310)

[0158] The Losing Registrar 210 may communicate the
agreement to an Aftermarket Platform 100 that triggers the
Aftermarket Platform 100 to communicate a notification to a
plurality of Registrars. That in turn may trigger one or more
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Registrars in the plurality of Registrars to list the domain
name on one or more websites as available for purchase to a
plurality of potential Buyers 120. (Step 1400)

[0159] The Losing Registrar 210 may receive a communi-
cation from an Aftermarket Platform 100 or a Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 that a Buyer 120 has purchased the domain name
from the Seller 110. (Step 1320) The Losing Registrar 210
may facilitate the transfer of the domain name from the Seller
controlled account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to the
Buyer controlled account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220.
(Step 1330) The Losing Registrar 210 may also facilitate the
collection of funds from the Buyer 120 (preferably with the
cooperation of the Gaining Registrar 220) and the disburse-
ment of funds to the Seller 110. (Step 1340)

[0160] Losing Registrar—Monitor Transferability of
Domain Name
[0161] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 15, in another embodi-

ment a Losing Registrar 210 may register a domain name to a
Seller 110. The Seller 110 may manage the domain name
from a Seller controlled account 600 of a Losing Registrar
210 and the Seller 110 may have executed an agreement. The
agreement may permit the domain name to be transferred,
only after a Buyer 120 has agreed to purchase the domain
name and without further action from the Seller 110, from the
Seller controlled account 600 of a Losing Registrar 210 to a
Buyer controlled account 610 of a Gaining Registrar 220. The
agreement is preferably executed prior to making the domain
name available to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step 1500)
[0162] The Losing Registrar 210 may communicate the
agreement to an Aftermarket Platform 100 that triggers the
Aftermarket Platform 100 to communicate a notification to a
plurality of Registrars. The notification to the plurality of
Registrars may trigger one or more Registrars in the plurality
of' Registrars 700-703 to list the domain name on one or more
websites as available for purchase to a plurality of potential
Buyers 120. (Step 1400)

[0163] The Losing Registrar 210 may monitor the transtfer-
ability of the domain name from the Seller controlled account
600. (Step 1510) The domain name may become nontrans-
ferable, as non-limiting examples, if the Seller 110 cancels
the listing of the domain name in the Domain Name After-
market 130, the domain name expires or is no longer regis-
tered to the Seller 110, a legal order from a court is received
ordering the domain name to be held, the domain name
becomes part of alegal proceeding, fraudulent or vice activity
is detected associated with the domain name and/or the
domain name is transferred to another account or to another
Registrar 700-703. If the domain name becomes nontranster-
able from the Seller controlled account 600, the Losing Reg-
istrar 210 may notify an Aftermarket Platform 100 that the
domain name is nontransferable. The notification to the After-
market Platform 100 may trigger the Aftermarket Platform
100 to prevent the Buyer 120 from purchasing the domain
name, possibly by sending a communication to the plurality
of Registrars 700-703 to stop listing the domain name as
available for purchase to the plurality of potential Buyers 120.
(Step 1520)

[0164] Gaining Registrar—Fast Transfer

[0165] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 16, in another embodi-
ment a Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a domain name
transferred from a Seller controlled account 600 of a Losing
Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 of a Gaining
Registrar 220. (Step 1600) The domain name may be regis-
tered to a Seller 110 by the Losing Registrar 210. (Step 1610)
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The Seller 110 may execute an agreement that permits the
domain name to be transferred, only after a Buyer 120 has
agreed to purchase the domain name and without further
action from the Seller 110, from a Seller controlled account
600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to the Buyer controlled
account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220. In preferred
embodiments, the agreement is executed prior to making the
domain name available to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step
1620) The Gaining Registrar 220 may register the domain
name to the Buyer 120 (Step 1630) and receive instructions
from the Buyer 120 to manage the domain name in the Buyer
controlled account 610 (Step 1640).

[0166] Gaining Registrar—Fast Transfer/Domain Name
Listing Service
[0167] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 17, in another embodi-

ment a Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a notification from
an Aftermarket Platform 100 to list a domain name on a
websites as available for purchase to a plurality of potential
Buyers 120. (Step 1700) The Gaining Registrar 220 may
receive the domain name transferred from a Seller controlled
account 600 of a Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled
account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step 1600) The
domain name may have been registered to the Seller 110 by
the Losing Registrar 210. (Step 1610) The Seller 110 may
have executed an agreement that permits the domain name to
be transferred, only after a Buyer 120 has agreed to purchase
the domain name and without further action from the Seller
110, from a Seller controlled account 600 of the Losing
Registrar 210 to the Buyer controlled account 610 of the
Gaining Registrar 220. In a preferred embodiment, the agree-
ment is executed prior to making the domain name available
to the Buyer 120 for purchase. (Step 1620) The Gaining
Registrar 220 may register the domain name to the Buyer 120
(Step 1630) and receive instructions from the Buyer 120 to
manage the domain name in the Buyer controlled account 610
(Step 1640).

[0168] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 18, in another embodi-
ment a Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a first notification
from an Aftermarket Platform 100 to list a domain name on a
websites as available for purchase to a plurality of potential
Buyers 120. (Step 1800) The Gaining Registrar 220 may list
the domain name on the website as available for purchase to
the plurality of potential Buyers 120. (Step 1810) The Gain-
ing Registrar 220 may receive a second notification from the
Aftermarket Platform 100 that the domain name is no longer
available for purchase or is nontransferable. (Step 1820) The
Gaining Registrar 220 may then remove the domain name on
the website as available for purchase to the plurality of poten-
tial Buyers 120. (Step 1830)

[0169] Aftermarket Platform—Domain Name Offer

[0170] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 19, in another embodi-
ment, an Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate a noti-
fication to a plurality of Registrars 700-703 that triggers one
or more Registrars in the plurality of Registrars 700-703 to
list a domain name on one or more websites as available for
purchase to a plurality of potential Buyers. The domain name
may be registered to a Seller by a Losing Registrar and the
domain name may have expired, but remains in the control of
the Losing Registrar. (Step 1900) The Aftermarket Platform
100 may receive directly or via a Gaining Registrar 220 an
offer from a Buyer 120 for the domain name. (Step 1910) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate directly or via
the Losing Registrar 210, the offer to the Seller 110. (Step
1920) The Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive directly or
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via the Losing Registrar 210, an acceptance from the Seller
110 to the offer from the Buyer 120. (Step 1930) The After-
market Platform 100 may facilitate the transfer of the domain
name from the Seller controlled account 600 of the Losing
Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 of the Gain-
ing Registrar 220. (Step 1940) The Aftermarket Platform 100
may also facilitate the collection of funds from the Buyer 120
(preferably with the cooperation of the Gaining Registrar
220) and the disbursement of funds to the Seller 110 (prefer-
ably with the cooperation of the Losing Registrar 210) corre-
sponding to the offer from the Buyer 120 to the Seller 110.
(Step 1950)

[0171] Aftermarket Platform—Domain Name Offer-
Counteroffer
[0172] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 20, in another embodi-

ment an Aftermarket Platform 100 may communicate a noti-
fication to a plurality of Registrars 700-703 that triggers one
or more Registrars in the plurality of Registrars 700-703 to
list a domain name on one or more websites as available for
purchase to a plurality of potential Buyers. The domain name
may be registered to a Seller by a Losing Registrar and the
domain name may have expired, but remains in the control of
the Losing Registrar. (Step 1900) The Aftermarket Platform
100 may receive directly or via a Gaining Registrar 220, an
offer from a Buyer 120 for the domain name. (Step 1910) In
some embodiments, additional offers may be received (pos-
sibly via different potential Gaining Registrars 220) from
additional potential Buyers 120. The Aftermarket Platform
100 may communicate directly or via the Losing Registrar
210 the offer(s) to the Seller 110. (Step 1920) The Aftermar-
ket Platform 100 may communicate directly or via the Gain-
ing Registrar 220, a counterofter from the Seller 110 to the
Buyer 120. (Step 2000) Any number of counteroffers may be
exchanged between the Seller 110 and the Buyer 120. Fither
the Seller 110 or the Buyer 120 (or in some cases neither) may
accept the last counteroffer from the other party. As a non-
limiting example, the Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive
directly or via the Gaining Registrar 220, an acceptance from
the Buyer 120 to the last counterofter from the Seller 110.
(Step 2010) The Aftermarket Platform 100 may facilitate the
transfer of the domain name from the Seller controlled
account 600 of the Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled
account 610 of the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step 1940) The
Aftermarket Platform 100 may also facilitate the collection of
funds from the Buyer 120 (preferably with the cooperation of
the Gaining Registrar 220) and the disbursement of funds to
the Seller 110 (preferably with the cooperation of the Losing
Registrar 210) corresponding to the last counterofter from the
Buyer 120 to the Seller 110. (Step 1950)

[0173] Losing Registrar—Domain Name Offer

[0174] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 21, in another embodi-
ment a Losing Registrar 210 registers a domain name to a
Seller 110. (Step 2100) The Losing Registrar 210 may com-
municate to an Aftermarket Platform 100 that the domain
name has expired, but is preferably still under the control of
the Losing Registrar 210. (Step 2110) The Losing Registrar
210 may receive an offer from a Buyer 120 to purchase the
domain name from the Seller 110 which may be presented to
the Seller 110. (Step 2120) In some embodiments, additional
offers may be received (possibly via different potential Gain-
ing Registrars 220) from additional potential Buyers 120. The
Losing Registrar 210 may receive an acceptance from the
Seller 110 to the offer from the Buyer 120. (Step 2130) The
Losing Registrar 210 may facilitate the transfer of the domain
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name from a Seller controlled account 600 of the Losing
Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 of the Gain-
ing Registrar 220. (Step 2140) The Losing Registrar 210 may
also facilitate a collection of funds from the Buyer 120 (pret-
erably with the cooperation of the Gaining Registrar 220) and
a disbursement of funds to the Seller 110 corresponding to the
offer. (Step 2150)

[0175] LosingRegistrar—Domain Name Offer-Counterof-
fer
[0176] Referring to FIGS. 1-7 and 22, in another embodi-

ment a Losing Registrar 210 registers a domain name to a
Seller 110. The Losing Registrar 210 may communicate to an
Aftermarket Platform 100 that the domain name has expired,
butis preferably still under the control of the Losing Registrar
210. The Losing Registrar 210 may receive an offer from a
Buyer 120 to purchase the domain name from the Seller 110
which may be communicated to the Seller 110. In some
embodiments, additional offers may be received (possibly via
different potential Gaining Registrars 220) from additional
potential Buyers 120. The Losing Registrar 210 may receive
a counteroffer from the Seller 110 to purchase the domain
name by the Buyer 120. Any number of counteroffers may be
exchanged between the Seller 110 and the Buyer 120. Either
the Seller 110 or the Buyer 120 (or in some cases neither) may
accept the last counteroffer from the other party. As a non-
limiting example, the Losing Registrar 210 may receive an
acceptance from the Buyer 120 to the last counteroffer from
the Seller 110 which may be communicated to the Seller 110.
The Losing Registrar 210 may facilitate the transfer of the
domain name from a Seller controlled account 600 of the
Losing Registrar 210 to a Buyer controlled account 610 of the
Gaining Registrar 220. The Losing Registrar 210 may also
facilitate a collection of funds from the Buyer 120 (preferably
with the cooperation of the Gaining Registrar 220) and the
disbursement of funds to the Seller 110 corresponding to the
last counteroffer.

[0177] Payment Methods for a Domain Name Aftermarket
[0178] Referring to FIGS. 24, 25, 26, 27 and 28, a buyer
funds may be collected from a Buyer 120 by a plurality of
hardware servers. (Step 2800) These hardware servers may
comprise, as non-limiting examples, a Gaining Registrar 220,
an Aftermarket Platform 100 or a Reseller Site 2500. The
Gaining Registrar 200 may use a Registrar Merchant Account
2400, the Aftermarket Platform 100 may use an Aftermarket
Platform Merchant Account 2420 and the Reseller Site 2500
may use a Registrar Merchant Account 2400. These merchant
accounts may be used to collect a funds from the Buyer 120
for a domain name. One or more Payment Processors 2410,
2415 may be used by the Registrar Merchant Account 2400,
the Aftermarket Platform Merchant Accounts 2420 and the
Registrar Merchant Accounts 2400 to process the transac-
tions and the settlement of the transaction. Ownership of the
domain name may be transferred from a Seller 110 to a Third
Party. (Step 2810) Ownership may be changed through a
Registry 200 responsible for a top-level domain (TLD) of the
domain name and the WHOIS database may be changed to
reflect the Third Party as the new registrant of the domain
name. Ownership of the domain name may be transferred
from the Third Party to the Buyer 120. (Step 2820) The
WHOIS database may be changed to reflect the Buyer 120 as
the new registrant of the domain name. A seller funds may be
disbursed to the Seller 110 by a Losing Registrar 210 or an
Aftermarket Platform 100 preferably if, and only if, the
domain name was successtully transferred to the Buyer 120.
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(Step 2830) The Third Party may be the Aftermarket Platform
100 or another legal entity different from the Losing Registrar
210 and the Gaining Registrar 220. The seller funds may be
the buyer funds with any commissions or fees removed from
the buyer funds. The Gaining Registrar 220 and the Losing
Registrar 210 may be the same or different registrars.

[0179] With reference to FIGS. 24, 25, 26, 27 and 29, a
buyer funds may be collected from a Buyer 120 by a Gaining
Registrar 220. Ownership of a domain name may be trans-
ferred from a Seller 110 to a Third Party by one or more
hardware servers. (Step 2900) The WHOIS database may be
changed to reflect the Third Party as the new registrant/owner
of the domain name. Ownership of the domain name may be
transferred from the Third Party to the Buyer 120. The
WHOIS database may be again changed to reflect the Buyer
120 as the new registrant of the domain name. The Losing
Registrar 210 or the Aftermarket Platform 100 may disburse
a seller funds to the Seller 110, preferably if, and only if, the
ownership of the domain name was successfully transferred
to the Buyer 120. The Gaining Registrar 220 and the Losing
Registrar 210 may be the same or different registrars.

[0180] Inanother embodiment, the ownership of a domain
name may be transferred from a Seller 110 to a Third Party,
wherein a Gaining Registrar 220 may collect a buyer funds
from a Buyer 120 purchasing the domain name. A registrant
in the WHOIS database may be changed from the Seller 110
to the Third Party to reflect the new ownership. The owner-
ship of the domain name may be transferred from the Third
Party to the Buyer 120, wherein a Losing Registrar 210 or an
Aftermarket Platform 100 may disburse a seller funds to the
Seller 110 selling the domain name. The registrant in the
WHOIS database may be changed from the Third Party to the
Buyer 120 to reflect the new ownership. In a preferred
embodiment, the Losing Registrar 210 or the Aftermarket
Platform 100 disburses the seller funds to the Seller 110 if,
and only if, the domain name was successfully transferred
from the Seller 110 to the Third Party and/or successfully
transferred from the Third Party to the Buyer 120. The Gain-
ing Registrar 220 and the Losing Registrar 210 may be the
same or different registrars. In preferred embodiments, the
Third Party is not the Gaining Registrar 220 or the Losing
Registrar 210.

[0181] With reference to FIGS. 24, 25, 26, 27 and 30, an
electronic shopping cart may collect a funds from a Buyer
120. The funds may comprise: 1) only a non-escrow funds, 2)
only the non-escrow funds and an escrow funds, or 3) only the
escrow funds. Non-escrow funds are collected by a Gaining
Registrar 220 from a Buyer 120 in exchange for a product or
service from the Gaining Registrar 220. Escrow funds are
collected by the Gaining Registrar 220 from the Buyer 120 in
exchange for a transfer of ownership of the domain name
from the Seller 110 to the Buyer 120. (Step 3000) If, and only
if, the funds comprise only non-escrow funds, then transfer
the non-escrow funds to the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step
3010) If, and only if, the funds comprise only non-escrow
funds and escrow funds, then transfer the funds to a Third
Party where the Third Party transfers the non-escrow funds to
the Gaining Registrar 220 and the Losing Registrar 210 or an
Aftermarket Platform 100 disburses the escrow funds to the
Seller 110. (Step 3020) If, and only if, the funds comprise
only escrow funds, then transfer the funds to the Third party
and the Losing Registrar 210 or the Aftermarket Platform 100
disbursing the escrow funds to the Seller 110. (Step 3030) In
preferred embodiments, the domain name may be transferred
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from a Seller controlled account with the Losing Registrar
210 to a Buyer controlled account with the Gaining Registrar
220. In other preferred embodiments, a registrant in the
WHOIS database for the domain name may be changed from
the Seller 110 to the Third Party and then from the Third Party
to the Buyer 120. In other preferred embodiments, the Losing
Registrar 210 or Aftermarket Platform 100 disburses the
escrow funds to the Seller 110 of the domain name, if, and
only if, the ownership of the domain name is transferred
successfully to the Buyer 120. In these embodiments, the
Gain Registrar and the Losing Registrar 210 may be the same
or different registrars. In these embodiments, the Third Party
is preferably not the Gaining Registrar 220 or the Losing
Registrar 210.

[0182] Expired Domain Name Auction Across Multiple
Registrars
[0183] With reference to FIG. 43, a non-limiting example

of'a domain name life cycle will be described. This is only an
example as the life cycle of a domain name may change from
registrar to registrar, top-level domain to top-level domain
and time to time. A domain names typically starts out as
available. (Step 4300) A domain name registrant, also
referred to as a last registrant or a previous registrant, may
register the available domain name for, as a non-limiting
example, 1-10 years. The domain name registrant may renew
the domain name for an additional 1-10 years as many times
as desired by the domain name registrant. (Step 4310) If the
domain name registrant does not renew the domain name
before the end of the registration period, the domain name
may become expired. The domain name registrant may be
able to renew the domain name during a renewal grace period
(which may last for 19 days as a non-limiting example) (Step
4320) or redeem the domain name during a redemption
period (which may last for 23 days as a non-limiting example)
(Step 4330). If the domain name registrant renews or redeems
the domain name, the domain name registrant retains rights in
the domain name. While a renewal grace period and a
redemption period were shown and discussed for the domain
name registrant to renew/redeem the domain name, other
embodiments may include fewer, the same or more periods
for the domain name registrant to retain rights in the domain
name. Also, other embodiments may use different lengths of
time for the periods in the life cycle of the domain name than
those given in this example.

[0184] Ifthe domain name registrant lets the domain name
expire and the domain name registrant does not renew or
redeem the domain name, the domain name may enter a time
period where the domain name is still under management of
the registrar (Losing Registrar 210), the domain name has
expired and the domain name is unencumbered by any rights
of the domain name registrant (last registrant or previous
registrant). (Step 4340) The domain name is unencumbered
by any rights of a domain name registrant (or last registrant or
previous registrant) if the domain name registrant cannot
reclaim, redeem or otherwise regain ownership of the domain
name using rights belonging exclusively to the registrant of
the domain name. During this time period, but before the
domain name is dropped by a Registry, an auction may be
held for the expired domain name. The expired domain name
may be listed for purchase/bidding on websites operated by a
plurality of domain name registrars. An Aftermarket Platform
100 may coordinate the lists of available expired domain
names from a plurality of registrars and the plurality of bids
from a plurality of potential buyers at the plurality of regis-
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trars. The domain name may be renewed and transferred from
the Losing Registrar 210 to a Gaining Registrar 220 ifa Buyer
120, from the Gaining Registrar 220, enters a highest bid for
the domain name. If no buyers bid on the domain name, then
the domain name may be dropped by the Registry 200 and
become available for registration.

[0185] Losing Registrar Expired Domain Name Auction

[0186] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and
37, a Losing Registrar 210 may assist in creating an auction
for expired domain names across multiple domain name reg-
istrars. The Losing Registrar 210 may start by registering a
domain name to a last registrant. (Step 3700) The Losing
Registrar 210 may communicate the domain name as avail-
able for purchase to an Aftermarket Platform 100 when the
domain name is: 1) under management of the Losing Regis-
trar 210, 2) expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights of the
last registrant. (Step 3710) The Losing Registrar 210 may
receive a list of a plurality of domain names that are available
for purchase from the Aftermarket Platform 100. Each
domain name in the plurality of domain names is preferably
1) under management by a registrar that is not the Losing
Registrar 210, 2) expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights
ofaprevious registrant. (Step 3720) The Losing Registrar 210
may display the domain name and the plurality of domain
names that are available for purchase/bidding on a website to
a plurality of potential buyers. (3730) The Losing Registrar
210 may receive one or more bids for the domain name or for
a one or more domain names in the plurality of domain
names. If a Buyer 120 selects the domain name for purchase
using a website operated by a Gaining Registrar 220 and the
Buyer 120 has entered the highest bid at the end of the auc-
tion, the Losing Registrar 210 may transfer the domain name
to the Gaining Registrar 220 (Step 3740).

[0187] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and
40, a Losing Registrar 210 may assist in creating an auction
for expired domain names across multiple domain name reg-
istrars 700. The Losing Registrar 210 may comprise a regis-
trar function 3620, a communication system 3630 and one or
more servers 3640. The registrar function 3620 may be able to
register a domain name to a domain name registrant, i.e., alast
registrant or a previous registrant 3600. Later, the registrar
function 3620 may be able to renew the domain name when:
1) the domain name is under management of the Losing
Registrar 210, 2) the domain name has expired, 3) the domain
name is unencumbered by any rights of the domain name
registrant and 4) a Buyer 120 has bid on the domain name.
The registrar function 3620 may also be able to transfer the
domain name to a Gaining Registrar 220. The communication
system 3630 may be able to send a list of domain names that
are available for purchase to an Aftermarket Platform 100.
The domain names are preferably: 1) under management of
the Losing Registrar 210, 2) have expired and 3) are unen-
cumbered by any rights of a last registrant. The communica-
tion system 3630 may also be able to receive a list of domain
names that are available for purchase from the Aftermarket
Platform 100. The domain names are preferably: 1) under
management by the Gaining Registrar 220, 2) have expired
and 3) are unencumbered by any rights of a previous regis-
trant. The one or more servers 3640 may display the list of
domain names from the Aftermarket Platform 100 on a web-
site 3650 to a plurality of potential buyers, receive one or
more bids from the plurality of potential buyers, and transmit
the one or more bids to the Aftermarket Platform 100.
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[0188] Gaining Registrar Expired Domain Name Auction

[0189] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and
38, a Gaining Registrar 220 may assist in creating an auction
for expired domain names across multiple domain name reg-
istrars. The Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a list of a
plurality of domain names that are available for purchase
from an Aftermarket Platform 100. Each domain name in the
plurality of domain names is preferably: 1) under manage-
ment by a registrar that is not the Gaining Registrar 220, 2)
expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights of a previous
registrant. (Step 3800) The Gaining Registrar 220 may dis-
play the plurality of domain names available for purchase on
a website to a plurality of potential buyers. (Step 3810) The
Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a plurality of bids for one
or more domain names in the plurality of domain names and
a highest bid at the end of the auction from a Buyer 120 for a
domain name. The Gaining Registrar 220 may collect a funds
from the Buyer 120 for the purchase of the domain name.
(Step 3820) A Losing Registrar 210 may renew and transfer
the domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining
Registrar 220 may take the domain name under management
and register the domain name to the Buyer 120. (Step 3830)
Alternatively, the Losing Registrar 210 may have registered
the domain name to the Buyer 120 before transferring the
domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220.

[0190] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and
41, a Gaining Registrar 220 may assist in creating an auction
for expired domain names across multiple domain name reg-
istrars. The Gaining Registrar 220 may comprise a commu-
nication system 3635, one or more servers 3645 running a
website and a registrar function 3625. The communication
system 3635 may communicate a first list of a first plurality of
domain names that are available for purchase to an Aftermar-
ket Platform 100. The first plurality of domain names are: 1)
under management of the Gaining Registrar 220, 2) expired
and 3) are unencumbered by any rights of a last or a previous
registrant. The communication system 3635 may also receive
a second list of a second plurality of domain names. The
second plurality of domain names may be: 1) under manage-
ment by a Losing Registrar 210 and possibly other registers,
2) expired and 3 are unencumbered by any rights of a previous
registrant. The one or more servers 3645 running the website
may: 1) display the second plurality of domain names to a
plurality of potential buyers, 2) receive one or more bids for
one or more domain names from the plurality of potential
buyers, 3) receive a highest bid from a Buyer 120 for adomain
name in the second plurality of domain names, 4) transmit the
one or more bids and the highest bid to the Aftermarket
Platform 100, and 5) collect funds for the purchase of the
domain name from the Buyer 120. The registrar function
3625 may be configured to receive the domain name trans-
ferred from the Losing Registrar 210 (the Losing Registrar
210 may renew the domain name) and register the domain
name to the Buyer 120. Alternatively, the Losing Registrar
210 may register the domain name to the Buyer 120 before
transferring the domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220.

[0191] Aftermarket Platform Expired Domain Name Auc-
tion
[0192] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and

39, an Aftermarket Platform 100 may assist in creating an
auction for expired domain names across multiple domain
name registrars. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may receive a
list of available domain names from a Losing Registrar 210
(and optionally from a Gaining Registrar 220 as well as other
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registrars). Each domain name in the list is preferably: 1)
under management of a registrar, 2) has expired and 3) is
unencumbered by any rights of a previous registrant or last
registrant. (Step 3900) The Aftermarket Platform 100 may
distribute the list of domain names available for purchaseto a
Gaining Registrar 220 (and optionally the Losing Registrar
210 as well as other registrars). The Gaining Registrar 220
may display on a website the domain names to a plurality of
potential buyers. The Gaining Registrar 220 may receive one
or more bids from potential buyers and a highest bid from a
Buyer 120 for a domain name before the close of the auction.
The Gaining Registrar 220 may collect a funds from the
Buyer 120 for the ownership of the domain name. The Losing
Registrar 210 may renew the domain name and transfer the
domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining
Registrar 220 may register the domain name to the Buyer 120.
(Step 3910) Alternatively, the Losing Registrar 210 may reg-
ister the domain name to the Buyer 120 before transferring the
domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220.

[0193] With reference to FIGS. 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and
42, an Aftermarket Platform 100 may assist in creating an
auction for expired domain names. The Aftermarket Platform
100 may comprise a communication system 3660, an auction
system 3670 and notification system 3680. The communica-
tion system 3660 may receive one or more lists comprising a
plurality of domain names available for purchase, wherein the
plurality of domain names comprises one or more domain
names from one or more registrars in a plurality of registrars.
Each domain name in the plurality of domain names is: 1)
under management by a registrar in the plurality of registrars,
2) expired and 3) unencumbered by any rights of a previous
registrant. The communication system 3660 may communi-
cate the one or more lists comprising the plurality of domain
names available for purchase to the plurality of registrars 700.
The auction system 3670 may be configured to receive one or
more bids from a plurality of bidders for each domain name in
the plurality of domain names. The auction system 3670 may
also, for each domain name in the plurality of domain names,
determine: 1) a highest bidder in the plurality of bidders, a
Gaining Registrar 220 in the plurality of registrars used by the
highest bidder and a Losing Registrar 210 in the plurality of
registrars that has each domain name under management. The
notification system 3680 may be configured to notify the
Losing Registrar 210 to renew each domain name and transfer
each domain name to the Gaining Registrar 220 for each
domain name in the plurality of domain names that has been
purchased and/or bid upon. The notification system 3680 may
also be configured to notify the Gaining Registrar 220 for
each domain name in the plurality of domain names to: 1)
collect a funds from the highest bidder, 2) receive each
domain name transferred from the Losing Registrar 210 and
3) register each domain name to the highest bidder. Alterna-
tively, the Losing Registrar 210 may register each domain
name to the Buyer 120 before transferring each domain name
to the Gaining Registrar 220.

[0194] Selling Never Before Registered Domain Names at
Variable Prices
[0195] New gTLD (general Top-Level Domains) holders,

i.e., an entity or individual that has exclusive rights to register
domain names having the new gTLD to registrants, possibly
through a Registry 200 and one or more Gaining Registrars
220, may identify a number of high value domain names. As
a non-limiting range, a new gILD holder may identify any-
where between 2,500 to 1,000,000 high value premium



US 2016/0119283 Al

domain names comprising the same gTT.D. While this may be
a typical range, some new gTL.Ds may have more or fewer
high value premium domain names. These domain names
may be referred to as registry premium domain names or
premium domain names. In some embodiments, each ofthese
domain names may be listed for sale (registration) at a high
value registry creation cost, i.e., price point, registration fee,
list price, or purchase price and a high value renewal cost for
each subsequent year. In these embodiment, domain names
comprising the gTL.D, but not identified as a premium domain
name may be sold, listed and/or registered for a lower value
registry creation cost (a default purchase price) and a lower
renewal cost (a default renewal cost).

[0196] In other embodiments, multiple tiers (price points)
may be created and high value domain names comprising the
gTLD may be assigned to one of the tiers. The more desirable
the domain name, the higher the tier and the price point for the
domain name. Domain names that are not high value domain
names may be assigned, preferably near the time of registra-
tion of the domain name, to the lowest tier for the purchase
price and the renewal cost.

[0197] In another embodiment, each domain name com-
prising a gTL.D may be individually evaluated for desirability
and assigned a customized registry creation cost and a cus-
tomized renewal cost. The customized registry creation cost
(which may also be referred to as the purchase price, list price
and/or registration price in all embodiments) preferably is
related to the amount of Internet traffic the domain name is
likely to generate. The higher the likely generated future
Internet traffic, market valuation, how easy it is to remember,
or how easy it is to brand, the more desirable is the domain
name and the higher the registry creation cost and renewal
cost for the domain name.

[0198] These embodiments create a variation in registry
creation cost for domain names that have never been regis-
tered, but have the same top-level domain. These embodi-
ments differ from previous cost models for a Registry 200 in
which the registry creation cost and renewal cost are tied
exclusively to the TLD, but not the domain name comprising
the TLD or the second-level domain of the domain name.
[0199] For example, .com may have a registry creation cost
of $8.03 at the time of registration and an $8.03 renewal cost
for each subsequent year regardless of the actual domain
name or second-level domain being registered. In contrast, as
a non-limiting example, the gTLD .attorney may have
10,000-20,000 domain names that vary in price. As an
example, the never before registered domain name boston.
attorney (due to its desirability and the likelihood of generat-
ing high future Internet traffic) may have a registry creation
cost of $5,000 at the time of registration and a $200 renewal
cost for each subsequent year, while henry12345.attorney
may have a registry creation cost of $200 and a $10 renewal
cost for each subsequent year due to its lack of desirability.
[0200] Gaining Registrars 220 that support the registration
of new gTLDs may be required to support the cost structure
set out by the Registry 200 (or gTLD holder). Additionally, a
subset of the Registry 200 integration points, e.g., creation of
a domain name or transfer of a domain name, may require the
Gaining Registrar 220 to submit the cost with each domain
name registration request to the Registry 200 or submit the
cost to the Aftermarket Platform 100 that will then submit the
cost to the Registry 200.

[0201] In another embodiment, the Aftermarket Platform
100 may be used to list for sale premium domain names on a
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plurality of different websites operated by a corresponding
plurality of Registrars 700-703. To accomplish this, the After-
market Platform 100 may communicate to the plurality of
Registrars 700-703 the premium domain names and their
corresponding registry creation cost and renewal cost.

[0202] The plurality of Registrars 700-703 trying to sell the
never before registered premium domain names having the
same gTL.D, but with variable registry creation costs may list
or display on a website 3655 the domain names for sale with
the registry creation cost as the premium list price. The plu-
rality of Registrars 700-703 are preferably updated no less
than daily by the Registry 200 or the Aftermarket Platform
100 as to the availability of the premium domain names. For
example, premium domain names that are registered to Buy-
ers 120 are removed from the list of premium domain names
before being sent to the Aftermarket Platform 100 and/or the
plurality of Registrars 700-703.

[0203] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may process the
domain names through a domain name integrity check as
previously described. This may require a modification to the
registration check where the Aftermarket Platform 100 will
mock the service to respond as registered with a Gaining
Registrar 220 (static registrar of record) for the account pre-
viously used or a specific set of domain names.

[0204] After the Aftermarket Platform 100 domain name
integrity check has the defined Gaining Registrar 220 (regis-
trar of record), the Aftermarket Platform 100 may request that
the Registry 200 initiate an opt-in process. The Registry 200
may mock this end point, or complete a check on availability,
and if the domain is available for registration, respond with a
success.

[0205] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may be extended to
support a select premium promotion for the mock Gaining
Registrar 220 previously returned.

[0206] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may be extended to
support the fast transfer of the new gTLDs for the Gaining
Registrar 220 previously returned. This may mean that any
domain names listed and not registered with a Registrar 700-
703 that supports premium promotion for that TLD may
receive a request to move to a different Registrar 700-703. If
there is no public Gaining Registrar 220, then the move mes-
saging may be modified.

[0207] After adomain name is requested to be opted-in, the
Registry 200 may send an opt-in to the Aftermarket Platform
100. The Registry 200 may mock this end point, or complete
a check on availability, and if the domain is available for
registration, respond with a success.

[0208] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may complete a
nightly full synchronization with the Gaining Registrar 220 to
maintain the proper list of names opted-in to premium pro-
motion. This may address fault tolerance risks of the domain
name availability and pricing in the Registry or gTLD holder
porttfolio, as outlined in earlier steps.

[0209] After a domain name is registered and no longer
available for sale, the Registry 200 may send an opt-out
notification to inform the Aftermarket Platform 100 or a plu-
rality of Registrars 700-703 that the domain name is no longer
available for sale. The Registry 200 may do so when the
domain name is not sold through the Aftermarket Platform
100. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may request a Form of
Authorization (FOA) from the Registry 200. The FOA may be
a template for that portfolio and not be required to be imple-
mented by the Registry 200.
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[0210] Embodiments fora Registry 200 and a Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 will now be discussed for displaying on a website
3655 and selling never before registered domain names that
have the same top-level domain, but having different registry
creation costs (which should be broadly interpreted to include
registration fees, list prices and/or purchase prices) and/or
different renewal costs. These domain names may be dis-
played on websites 3655 operated by a plurality of Registrars
700-703, to a plurality of potential buyers. A Buyer 120 may
select one or more of these domain names on a website 3655
operated by the Gaining Registrar 220, in the plurality of
Registrars 700-703. The Gaining Registrar 220 may collect a
purchase price and, with the cooperation of the Registry 200,
register the selected one or more domain names to the Buyer
120.

[0211] Inanother embodiment, a Buyer 120 may search for
a domain name at a Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining
Registrar 220 may search against an Aftermarket Platform
100 for premium domain names and possibly receive an exact
match and/or spin results (domain names related in some
manner to a search query entered by the Buyer 120). The
Gaining Registrar 220 may have the option to go to the Reg-
istry 200 for an exact match. In these cases, the Aftermarket
Platform 100 may continue to spin the results to produce
alternate domain names that may be in the list of premium
domain names. The Gaining Registrar 220 may be able to
handle multiple results coming from two sources, i.e., the
Registry 200 and the Aftermarket Platform 100 and spin one
or both results for even more alternative domain names,
wherein at least one of the alternative domain names is in the
list of premium domain names (never before registered
domain names with the same gTLD, but with variable pur-
chase prices across the gTLD).

[0212] The Buyer 120 may add (select) a domain name
from the premium domain names to the Buyer’s shopping
cart. The Gaining Registrar 220 may check the domain name
availability with the Aftermarket Platform 100. The After-
market Platform 100 may check in the local inventory in
substantially real-time to verify the added domain name is
available.

[0213] The Buyer 120 may complete the payment with the
Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining Registrar 220 may place
the domain name on hold with the Aftermarket Platform 100
to secure the sale. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may place
the domain name on hold locally. The domain name may
have, as a non-limiting example, a default 5 day hold, but that
default hold time may vary with different registrars. In some
embodiments, the check availability may happen before the
domain name is put in the cart. The hold may happen when the
domain name is put in the cart while the purchase is being
finalized. The purchase may happen after the payments has
been completed and the funds are collected.

[0214] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may check the avail-
ability and hold the domain name with the Registry 200. The
Registry 200 preferably provides a mechanism to check the
availability to validate registration state and place the domain
name on hold to secure registration for the Gaining Registrar
220, and ultimately their Buyer 120.

[0215] When the Registry 200 receives a hold request from
the Aftermarket Platform 100, the Registry 200 may place a
temporary registration on the selected domain name. Typi-
cally, a Registry 200 will only support a 5 or 10 calendar day
hold. This may be an issue for Gaining Registrars 220 that
have a hold that extend beyond 5 days, as some may be up to
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10 days in some embodiments. The Aftermarket Platform 100
may not be able to offer that hold as the Registry 200 might
not be able to support this. The Registry 200 is preferably
responsible for deleting the registration at the end of the 5
days unless the Aftermarket Platform 100 requests to unlock
the domain name at a time of fast transfer prior to the 5 days.
[0216] The Gaining Registrar 220 may complete a pur-
chase of the domain name with the Aftermarket Platform 100
and may fulfill the order as a fast-transfer. After the Gaining
Registrar 220 successfully purchases the domain name, the
Aftermarket Platform 100 may schedule a fast transfer to a
Buyer 120. The Registry 200 may receive a hold and create a
temporary registration.

[0217] The Aftermarket Platform 100 may submit an
unlock and set an authentication code to the Registry 200. The
Registry 200 may complete a registration delete. The Registry
200 may provide an unlock end point to delete the temporary
registration, and mock the set authentication code end point.
[0218] The Aftermarket Platform, 100 may submit a
request transfer to the Gaining Registrar 220 with the authen-
tication code. When the Aftermarket Platform 100 submits a
request transfer (requestTransfer), the Gaining Registrar 220
may proxy the request to the Registry 200. The Registry 200
may require a flag during the request transfer (request Tansfer)
to the Registry 200 to enable the Registry 200 to intercept the
request, check if the request is a Registry 200 premium
domain name still available for registration, and complete a
creation of domain for the Gaining Registrar 220.

[0219] After the Aftermarket Platform 100 receives a suc-
cess on the request transfer (requestTransfer), the Aftermar-
ket Platform 100 may send an acknowledgement (ack) to the
Registry 200. The Registry 200 may check if the creation was
complete and, if it was complete, return success.

[0220] After the Aftermarket Platform 100 receives a suc-
cessful acknowledgement (ack) from the Registry 200, the
Aftermarket Platform 100 may send a transfer complete
(transferComplete) to the Gaining Registrar 220. The Gain-
ing Registrar 220 may check to see if the transfer is complete
with the Registry 200.

[0221] After the Gaining Registrar 220 confirms the regis-
tration, or “transfer”, is complete, the Gaining Registrar 220
may update the Whols information and/or move the domain
name into a Buyer controlled account 610. This may require
input from a registrar and the Registry 200 to determine the
sequence as the Whols information may be required during
creation. The new gTLD holder or representative may receive
funds post sale and after the transfer is complete.

[0222] Inanotherembodimentillustrated in F1G. 44, a Reg-
istry 200 (the Registry 200 may include a new gTLD holder)
may calculate or determine different Registry creation costs
for two or more domain names having the same top-level
domain. (Step 4400) In preferred embodiments, the two or
more domain names have never before been registered to a
registrant and/or registered in the WHOIS database. The cal-
culation may be based on the desirability of the domain name
and not just the TLD. Never before registered domain names
that are more likely to generate higher levels of Internet traffic
may be priced higher than other never before registered
domain names that have the same gTLD. As a non-limiting
example, the historical Internet traffic of a second level
domain combined with different TLDs may be used to deter-
mine the likely traffic for the second level domain combined
with the new gTLD. The Registry 200 may communicate
(typically via the Internet) the domain names and their cor-
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responding different purchase prices to a plurality of Regis-
trars 700-703. (Step 4410) The plurality of Registrars 700-
703 may eventually include a Gaining Registrar 220. The
Registry 200 may periodically resend different domain
names and their corresponding list prices (or may send only
changes and/or updates) to the plurality of Registrars 700-703
and preferably removes domain names that are no longer
available and/or may change/edit/update purchase prices
(Registry creation costs). The plurality of Registrars 700-703
may then display (list) one or more of the plurality of domain
names on one or more websites 3655. Each Registrar 700-703
will typically operate one or more websites 3655 in order to
display and sale the domain names to Buyers 120, i.e., domain
name registrants. Registrars in the plurality of Registrars
700-703 that sale a domain name become the Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 for that domain name. The Gaining Registrar 220
may collect funds from the Buyer 120 and disburse the funds
(or some part of the funds) to the Registry 200 and/or the new
gTLD holder. The Registry 200 may register the purchased
domain name to the Buyer 120. The Registry 200 may list the
domain name and possibly the Buyer 120 in the WHOIS
database.

[0223] Inanotherembodimentillustrated in FIG. 45, a Reg-
istry 200 (the Registry 200 may include a new gTLD holder)
may determine or calculate different list prices for two or
more domain names, having the same top-level domain, that
have never been registered before. (Step 4500) The Registry
200 may communicate the domain names and their corre-
sponding different list prices to an Aftermarket Platform 100.
(Step 4510) The Registry 200 may periodically send an
updated list of domain names and their corresponding differ-
ent list prices with no longer available domain names
removed from the list. Alternatively to resending all the infor-
mation, only changes may be sent. The Aftermarket Platform
100 may communicate the domain names and their corre-
sponding different list prices (with periodic updates) to a
plurality of Registrars 700-703. As in the previous embodi-
ment, the plurality of Registrars 700-703 may display the
domain names and their corresponding prices on one or more
websites 3655. A plurality of potential buyers may visit the
websites 3655 and see the domain names and their corre-
sponding prices. A Buyer 120 may purchase one or more of
the domain names at a Gaining Registrar 220 in the plurality
of Registrars 700-703. The Gaining Registrar 220 and Reg-
istry 200 may register the one or more purchased domain
names to the Buyer 120 by adding the domain name and the
Buyer 120 (or proxy information) to the WHOIS database.
The Registry 200 may communicate to the Aftermarket Plat-
form 100 that the one or more domain names are unavailable
for registration. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may commu-
nicate to the plurality of Registrars 700-703 that the one or
more registered domain names are unavailable for registra-
tion. The communications from the Registry 200 to the After-
market Platform 100 and from the Aftermarket Platform 100
to the plurality of Registrars 700-703 may be substantially in
real-time (allowing for computer processing time and Inter-
net communication delays) or all changes to the list of domain
names and their corresponding purchase prices over a period
of time may be accumulated and periodically communicated
from the Registry 200 to the Aftermarket Platform 100 and/or
from the Aftermarket Platform 100 to the plurality of Regis-
trars 700-703.

[0224] Inanotherembodimentillustrated in F1G. 46, a Reg-
istry 200 (which may include a new gTLD holder) may deter-
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mine a list of premium never before registered domain names,
wherein all of the premium never before registered domain
names comprise the same top-level domain. (Step 4600) The
Registry 200 may assign a Registry creation cost, i.e., a pur-
chase price or list price, to each domain name in the list of
premium never before registered domain names with at least
two domain names in the list of premium never before regis-
tered domain names being assigned different Registry cre-
ation costs and/or renewal costs. (Step 4610) The Registry
200 may communicate the list of premium never before reg-
istered domain names and their corresponding Registry cre-
ation costs to an Aftermarket Platform 100 and/or to a plural-
ity of Registrars 700-703. (Step 4620) The plurality of
Registrars 700-703 may list on websites 3655 one or more of
the premium never before registered domain names to a plu-
rality of potential buyers. The Registry 200 may receive a
request from a Gaining Registrar 220 or the Aftermarket
Platform 100 to register a domain name in the list of premium
never before registered domain names to a Buyer 120. (Step
4630) The Registry 200 may register the domain name, pref-
erably in the WHOIS database, to the Buyer 120. (Step 4640)
The Registry 200 or the Aftermarket Platform 100 may com-
municate to the plurality of Registrars 700-703 that the
domain name is no longer available for registration.

[0225] In another embodiment, the assigned list price by
the Registry 200 to each domain name in the list of premium
never before registered domain names comprises selecting
two or more tier levels with each tier level having a different
tier level list price and assigning each domain name in the list
of premium never before registered domain names to one of
the two or more tier levels.

[0226] In another embodiment, a second-level domain for
each domain name in the list of premium never before regis-
tered domain names is used to calculate the Registry creation
cost (purchase price, list price, etc.) for each domain name in
the list of premium never before registered domain names.
[0227] In another embodiment, only never before regis-
tered domain names are displayed to potential buyers by a
Gaining Registrar 220. In other embodiments, never before
registered domain names and previously registered, but avail-
able, domain names are displayed to potential buyers by the
Gaining Registrar 220.

[0228] In another embodiment illustrated in FIG. 47, a
Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a domain name search
request on a website 3655 from a Buyer 120. (Step 4700) The
Gaining Registrar 220 may display one or more never before
registered domain names on the website 3655 to the Buyer
120. The one or more never before registered domain names
may have the same top-level domain, but have different Reg-
istry creation costs (list prices, purchase price, registration
prices, etc.). (Step 4710) In some embodiments, the Gaining
Registrar 220 may receive a plurality of never before regis-
tered domain names and a Registry creation cost for each
domain name in the plurality of never before registered
domain names from a Registry 200 and/or new gTLD holder.
The Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a selection from the
Buyer 120 on the website 3655 to register one or more domain
names from the displayed one or more never before registered
domain names. The Gaining Registrar 220 may collect funds
for registering the one or more domain names selected by the
Buyer 120. The Gaining Registrar 220 and Registry 200 may
register the selected one or more domain names to the Buyer
120, preferably in the WHOIS database. The Gaining Regis-
trar 220 may disburse funds to the Registry 200 for domain
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names registered to one or more Buyers 120. The Gaining
Registrar 220 may also check an availability of the one or
more never before registered domain names with an After-
market Platform 100 or with a Registry 200 before displaying
the one or more never before registered domain names on the
website 3655 to the Buyer 120. The Gaining Registrar 220
preferably only displays available domain names on the web-
site 3655 to the Buyer 120 and not domain names that are not
available for registration.

[0229] In another embodiment illustrated in FIG. 48, a
Gaining Registrar 220 may display on a website 3655 two or
more never before registered domain names to a Buyer 120 to
select for domain name registration. Two or more of the two
or more domain names may have the same top-level domain
and have different Registry creation costs. (Step 4800) The
Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a selection from the Buyer
120 for one or more domain names in the two or more never
before registered domain names (having the same top-level
domain, but different Registry creation costs). (Step 4810)
The Gaining Registrar 220 (in cooperation with a Registry
200) may register the selected one or more domain names to
the Buyer 120, for example, in the WHOIS database. (Step
4820) In some embodiments, the Gaining Registrar 220 may
receive a plurality of never before registered domain names
(including the two or more never before registered domain
names displayed to the Buyer 120) and a Registry creation
cost for each domain name in the plurality of never before
registered domain names from the Registry 200. The Gaining
Registrar 220 may also collect funds for registering the one or
more domain names to the Buyer 120 and the Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 may disburse the funds or a portion of the funds to
the Registry 200. Funds disbursed by the Gaining Registrar
220 to the Registry 200 may represent funds for any number
(one or more) of domain names registered by the Gaining
Registrar 220 with the Registry 200. In some embodiments,
two or more of the never before registered domain names with
the same gTLD and different Registry creation costs may be
displayed on a plurality of websites 3655 operated by a plu-
rality of Registrars 700-703. In other embodiments, the Gain-
ing Registrar 220 checks the availability of the two or more
never before registered domain names with an Aftermarket
Platform 100 or with the Registry 200 and only displays the
two or more never before registered domain names on the
website 3655 to the Buyer 120 if the domain names are still
available for registration.

[0230] In another embodiment illustrated in FIG. 49, a
Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a list of a plurality of never
before registered domain names with a corresponding plural-
ity of list prices from a Registry 200 or an Aftermarket Plat-
form 100. In preferred embodiments, at least two domain
names in the plurality of never before registered domain
names have the same top-level domain and different list
prices. (Step 4900) The Gaining Registrar 220 may display a
two or more domain names in the plurality of never before
registered domain names and a corresponding two or more
purchase prices, i.e. domain name registration fees, on a
website to a plurality of potential buyers and a Buyer 120.
(Step 4910) The Gaining Registrar 220 may receive a selec-
tion from the Buyer 120 for a domain name, having a corre-
sponding Registry creation cost, i.e., list price, purchase
price, registration fee, from the displayed two or more domain
names in the plurality of never before registered domain
names. (Step 4920) The Gaining Registrar 220 may collect
the Registry creation cost from the Buyer 120 (Step 4930) and
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register the domain name to the Buyer 120 in cooperation
with a Registry 200 (Step 4930). In some embodiments, the
Gaining Registrar 220 may disburse the Registry creation
cost to the Registry 200. In preferred embodiments, the Gain-
ing Registrar 220 combines Registry creation costs for two or
more domain names before disbursing the combined Registry
creation costs to the Registry 200. The displayed and col-
lected Registry creation costs from the Buyer 120 may be the
same as the disbursed Registry creation costs, or the Gaining
Registrar 220 may retain a Gaining Registrar 220 fee from the
displayed and collected Registry creation costs before trans-
mitting the remainders (list prices) to the Registry 200. The
displayed two or more domain names to the Buyer 120 may
be in response and be related to a domain name search request
or other search request received from the Buyer 120 on the
website 3655. Each Registry creation cost may be determined
based on a second-level domain for each domain name in the
plurality of never before registered domain names.

[0231] For the various above described embodiments, sell-
ing a domain name to a Buyer 120 is synonymous with
registering (through a Registry 200) the domain name to the
Buyer 120. A registry creation cost, registration price, pur-
chase price and/or list price may or may not include a fee
amount owed to a Gaining Registrar 220 by a Registry 200 for
registering a domain name.

[0232] Inanother embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 50-55, a
process for a Buyer 120 at a Gaining Registrar 220 to pur-
chase a domain name from a Seller 110 at a Losing Registrar
210 is disclosed. The Buyer 120 may enter a domain name or
a search string in a search field in a webpage operated by the
Gaining Registrar 220. (Step 5000) The Gaining Registrar
220 may determine (such as by comparing with a list of
known registered domain names, domain name zone files or
by interacting with a Registry) one or more domain names
that are already registered (possibly with other domain names
that are available) that are the same or related to the entered
domain name and/or search string. The Gaining Registrar 220
may determine whether the already registered domain names
are registered with the Gaining Registrar 220 or with a dif-
ferent Losing Registrar 210. (Step 5010)

[0233] The Gaining Registrar 220 may compare the regis-
trant for each already registered domain name and the domain
names themselves against a do not contact list that may be
stored with the Gaining Registrar 220, Aftermarket Platform
100 or Losing Registrar 210. Any domain name on the do not
contact list or any domain name registered to a registrant on
the do not contact list is preferably not presented to the Buyer
120. The Gaining Registrar 220 may present the one or more
registered domain names (not on the do not contact list) to the
Buyer 120 on a webpage and ask the Buyer 120 if the Buyer
120 would like to make an offer on one or more of the
registered domain names. The following process will discuss
an offer to buy a single domain name, but the process may be
repeated for any number of registered domain names on
which the Buyer 120 desires to make one or more offers. The
Gaining Registrar 220 receives feedback from the Buyer 120
on whether the Buyer 120 would like to make an offer on an
already registered domain name. (Step 5020)

[0234] Ifthe Buyer 120 does not want to make an offer on
the already registered domain name, the process may stop.
(Step 5030) If the Buyer 120 does want to make an offer the
Gaining Registrar 220 should check to see if the Buyer 120
has been previously identified and/or validated. (Step 5040) If
the Buyer 120 has not been previously identified and/or vali-
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dated, the Gaining Registrar 220 should confirm and validate
the Buyer 120 to reduce the chance that the Buyer 120 has
stolen the identity (account number, password, email
account, etc.) of the real Buyer 120 associated with the Buyer
120 account. If the Buyer 120 has not been validated in the
past, cannot be currently validated or is known to be untrust-
worthy (possibly by being associated with past attempts at
fraud or other untrustworthy conduct), the process is prefer-
ably stopped to prevent a possible fraudulent transaction. If
the Buyer 120 has been validated and preferably known to be
trustworthy, the process may continue. (Step 5050)

[0235] In a preferred embodiment, the Gaining Registrar
220 may calculate and display an estimated value for the
domain name to the Buyer 120. (Step 5060) The Gaining
Registrar 220 may use any desired method for calculating the
value of the domain name. Non-limiting examples of calcu-
lating the value of the domain name include previously paid
amounts for the same or similar domain names, determining
acurrent or predicted future level of traffic associated with the
domain name (more traffic equals higher value), the length of
the domain name (shorter domain names are more valuable
than longer domain names) and/or does the domain name
comprise common or generic word(s) (the fewer and more
common the words, the more valuable the domain name.) An
estimated value for the domain name may use one or more of
these factors in its calculation.

[0236] The Gaining Registrar 220 may receive an offer
amount and a reserve for the domain name from the Buyer
120. Prepayment of the reserve by the Buyer 120 and valida-
tion of the reserve also helps reduce the chance of fraud. A
notice may be sent by any desired communication method. As
non-limiting examples, the notice may be sent by a telephone
call, a text message, a mobile app or an email message (as
previously selected by the Buyer 120) may also be sent to the
Buyer 120 to confirm the transaction. The Buyer 120 may
also select a time period, possibly from time periods dis-
played to the Buyer 120 on a webpage, that the offer is good.
(Step 5070) In other embodiments, a default time period the
offer is good may be used, such as three days from the time of
the offer from the Buyer. The Gaining Registrar 220 may
communicate the domain name, offer amount and/or the time
limit the offer is good to an Aftermarket Platform 100 or the
Losing Registrar 210 where the domain name is currently
registered. (Step 5080)

[0237] If the Gaining Registrar 220 sent the domain name,
offer amount and the time limit the offer is good to the
Aftermarket Platform 100, the Aftermarket Platform 100 may
determine which Registrar has the domain name under man-
agement and is thus the Losing Registrar 210. (Step 5100)
The Aftermarket Platform 100 may then send the domain
name, offer amount and the time limit to the Losing Registrar
210. (Step 5110)

[0238] The Losing Registrar 210 may check if the Seller
110 (registrant of the domain name) and/or the domain name
are on a do-not-contact list. (Step 5120) The Seller 110 will
typically be a customer of the Losing Register at least for the
reason that the Seller’s domain name is registered with the
Losing Registrar 210. The Losing Registrar 210 may ask,
possibly on a webpage at any time desired by the Seller 110
and/or possibly as part of creating an account with the Losing
Registrar 210, whether or not the Seller 110 wishes to be
placed on a do not contact list and/or whether or not the Seller
110 wishes to place one or more domain names registered to
the Seller 110 on the do not contact list. The Seller 110 may
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place none, some portion or all of the Seller’s registered
domain names on the do not contact list.

[0239] If the Seller 110 is on the do not contact list, the
Seller 110 is preferably not contacted regarding offers to sell
any of the Seller’s domain names. If a domain name is on the
do not contact list, the Seller 110 is not contacted regarding
offers to sell the specific domain name(s) that are on the do not
contact list. (Step 5130) The Losing Registrar 210 may notify
the Aftermarket Platform 100 (Step 5300) (who would then
notify the Gaining Registrar 220 (Step 5310)) and/or the
Gaining Registrar 220 that the Seller 110 and/or the domain
name are on a do not contact list or that the offer was not
accepted. The Gaining Registrar 220 may notify the Buyer
120 that the Seller 110 and/or domain name was on a do not
contact list or that the offer was rejected. (Step 5320) The
Gaining Registrar 220 may release any held reserves back to
the Buyer 120. (Step 5330)

[0240] In some embodiments, the Seller 110 may also
define an amount for the Seller 110 in general or for offers on
one or more registered domain names. In this case, the Seller
110 is not contacted unless the offer is at or above the amount
defined by the Seller 110. This would prevent the Seller 110
from being bothered by offers that were below what the Seller
110 would consider in selling one of the Seller’s domain
names, but still allow the Seller 110 to receive notice of
serious offers from Buyer 120.

[0241] In some embodiments, the Losing Registrar 210
may make the do not contact list available to the Gaining
Registrar 220 and the Aftermarket Platform 100. This allows
the Gaining Registrar 220 and/or the Aftermarket Platform
100 to terminate the process for Sellers and/or domain names
on the do not contact list.

[0242] The Losing Registrar 210 may also ask and receive
from the Seller 110, at the time of account creation or at
anytime desired by the Seller 110, what the Seller’s preferred
method of contact is (SMS, telephone call, email, social
media notice, some combination, etc.) when the Seller 110 is
contacted. The preferred contact method is then available to
the Losing Register and should be used by the Losing Regis-
trar 210 when contacting the Seller 110. (Step 5140) The
Losing Registrar 210, if the Seller 110 and domain name are
not on the do not contact list, may communicate the domain
name, the offer amount and the time the offer is good, pref-
erably by the method(s) selected by the Seller 110, to the
Seller 110. (Step 5150)

[0243] Insome embodiment, the Losing Registrar 210 may
calculate and display an estimated value of the domain name
to the Seller 110. The Losing Registrar 210 may use any
desired method for calculating the value of the domain name.
Non-limiting examples of calculating the value of the domain
name include previously paid amounts for the same or similar
domain names, determining a current or predicted future level
of traffic associated with the domain name (more traffic
equals higher value), the length of the domain name (shorter
domain names are more valuable than longer domain names)
and/or does the domain name comprise common or generic
word(s) (the fewer and more common the words, the more
valuable the domain name.) An estimated value for the
domain name may use one or more of these factors in its
calculation.

[0244] Once the Seller 110 has the domain name, offer
amount and the time the offer is good (such as a specific time
and date after which the offer cannot be accepted) and possi-
bly an estimated value of the domain name, the Seller 110
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may either accept the offer, refuse the offer, put the domain
name on the do not contact list, put the Seller 110 on the do not
contact list or allow the time the offer is good to expire.
[0245] Seller Accepts the Offer

[0246] Ifthe Seller 110 accepts the offer within the time the
offer is good (Step 5200), the Losing Registrar 210 may
collect a Form of Authorization from the Seller 110 to allow
the transfer. (Step 5210) The Form of Authorization may have
been collected by the Losing Registrar 210 from the Seller
110 at any time before the transfer of the domain name and the
Form of Authorization does not have to be collected after
accepting the offer from the Buyer 120. The Losing Registrar
210, ifit has received a proper Form of Authorization from the
Seller 110, may transfer the domain name to the Gaining
Registrar 220. (Step 5220) These embodiments may work
even when the Gaining Registrar 220 and Losing Registrar
210 are different domain name registrars. The Gaining Reg-
istrar 220 may transfer the reserve (possibly minus a fee held
by the Gaining Registrar 220) to the Losing Registrar 210.
(Step 5230) The Gaining Registrar 220 may register the
domain name to the Buyer 120 and put the domain name in a
Buyer 120 controlled account. (Step 5240) The Losing Reg-
istrar 210 may disburse the reserve (again, possibly minus a
fee held by the Losing Registrar 210) to the Seller 110. (Step
5250) Fees between Losing Registrars and Gaining Regis-
trars do not have to be sent at the time of each transaction, and
may be accumulated over time and periodically settled (per-
haps monthly). A Losing Registrar 210 in one transaction
might be a Gaining Registrar 220 in another transaction and a
Gaining Registrar 220 in one transaction might be a Losing
Registrar 210 in another transaction.

[0247] Time Offer is Good Expires

[0248] Ifthe Seller 110 does not respond within the time the
offer is good, the offer from the Buyer 120 can no longer be
accepted by the Seller 110. The Losing Registrar 210 may
notify the Aftermarket Platform 100 (Step 5400) (who would
then notity the Gaining Registrar 220 (Step 5410)) or the
Gaining Registrar 220. The Gaining Registrar 220 may notify
the Buyer 120 that the time the offer was good has expired.
(Step 5420) The Gaining Registrar 220 may release any held
reserves back to the Buyer 120. (Step 5430) If the time the
offer is good expires, the Seller 110 may still send a counter-
offer to the Buyer 120, which the Buyer 120 may accept,
reject or let the counter-offer expire by its time the counter-
offer is good. The Buyer 120 may also request to be placed on
a do not contact list for that particular domain name.

[0249] Seller Declined Offer

[0250] Ifthe Seller 110 declines the offer, the Losing Reg-
istrar 210 may notify the Aftermarket Platform 100 that the
Seller 110 declined the offer (Step 5500) and/or the Gaining
Registrar 220. The Aftermarket Platform 100 may notify the
Gaining Registrar 220, if the Losing Registrar 210 hasn’t, that
the Seller 110 declined the offer. (Step 5510) The Gaining
Registrar 220 may notify the Buyer 120 (preferably via a
method selected by the Buyer 120, e.g., webpage notification,
text, SMS, email, social media, telephone or any other desired
method of communication) that the Seller 110 declined the
offer. (Step 5520). The Gaining Registrar 220 may release the
reserve (possibly minus a fee) to the Buyer 120. (Step 5530)
[0251] In some embodiments, the Seller 110 may decline
the offer, but present a counter-offer that is communicated
(viathe Losing Registrar 210, Aftermarket Platform 100 and/
or the Gaining Registrar 220) to the Buyer 120 who then has
the option to accept, reject, take no action or offer a counter-
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counter offer within a given time period. The process of
making offers and counter-offers may be repeated as many
times as desired until either an acceptance or one or both
parties wish to terminate the process.

[0252] Intra-Registrar Move Hi-Jack Prevention Service
[0253] In another embodiment illustrated in FIG. 56, an
intra-registrar move hi-jack prevention service is disclosed.
In this embodiment, a Registrar 700 may register a domain
name to a domain name registrant (hereafter registrant). The
domain name may be placed in a first account controlled by
the registrant at a website operated by the Registrar 700. (Step
5600)

[0254] The Registrar 700 may request and receive a pre-
ferred contact method for the registrant. The preferred contact
method is preferably a device or account that is under the
control of the registrant. Non-limiting examples would be a
text message to a cell phone controlled by the registrant, an
email account that the registrant controls, a mobile app on a
cell phone controlled by the registrant or any other desired
secure communication method.

[0255] The Registrar 700 may offer the registrant a hi-jack
prevention service. (Step 5610) If the hi-jack prevention ser-
vice is rejected by the registrant, the hi-jack prevention ser-
vice is not enable and the domain name may be moved
between accounts or transferred between Registrars using
known methods. However, if the registrant selects the hi-jack
prevention service, then additional steps may be required to
move the domain name between accounts or to transfer the
domain name between Registrars thereby providing addi-
tional levels of security for the domain name. (Step 5620)
[0256] The hi-jack prevention service may be active for as
long as desired for the domain name. If a request to remove
the hi-jack prevention service is received, the requester is
preferably verified (asking for identification documents or
verifying access to devices or accounts only the registrant has
access to) before removing the hi-jack prevention service.
[0257] The Registrar 700 may receive a request to move the
domain name from a first account managed by the Registrar
700 to a second account managed by the Registrar 700. (Step
5630) The source of the request should be verified to be the
registrant and not from a domain name hi-jacker. To confirm
the registrant, the Registrar 700 may send a confirmation
request, preferably with a time limit, to the registrant using
the preferred contact method. (Step 5640) The registrant,
preferably also using the preferred contact method, may
respond back to the Registrar 700 to either confirm or deny the
domain name move within the time limit or not respond
within the time limit which acts as a denial. (Step 5650)
[0258] If the registrant confirmed the domain name move,
the Registrar 700 may move the domain name from the first
account managed at the Registrar 700 to the second account
also managed at the Registrar 700. (Step 5670) A confirma-
tion message that the domain name move was successful (if it
was successful) may be sent to the registrant using the pre-
ferred contact method. If the registrant denied the domain
name move or did not respond within the time limit, a mes-
sage that the domain name was not moved may be sent to the
registrant using the preferred contact method. (Step 5660)
[0259] Third Party Move Hi-Jack Prevention Service
[0260] In another embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 57 and
58, a Registrar 700 may register a domain name to a domain
name registrant (hereafter registrant). The domain name may
be placed in a first account controlled by the registrant at a
website operated by the Registrar 700. (Step 5600)
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[0261] The Registrar 700 may offer a third party hi-jack
prevention service to the registrant for one or more domain
names registered to the registrant in the first account and/or
for all domain names within the first account. (Step 5700) The
registrant may select and agree to the third party hi-jack
prevention service for the domain name. If the registrant does
not accept the third party hi-jack prevention service for the
domain name, the third party hi-jack prevention service is
terminated. (Step 5710)

[0262] The Registrar 700 or third party platform may
receive a request from a requester, representing to be the
registrant, to move the domain name from the first account
managed by the Registrar 700 to a second account managed
by the Registrar 700. (Step 5720) The third party platform
may perform any known or later developed method of
remotely identifying the requester. (Step 5800) As non-lim-
iting examples, control over a device (such as a cell phone),
control over a social media account, knowledge of account
names and/or passwords, biometrics, government identifica-
tion documents or any other desired method may be used to
verify that the requester is the registrant. (Step 5810) As a
specific example, the third party platform may send a confir-
mation request of the move request to a cell phone known to
be under the control of the registrant. (Step 5820) The regis-
trant may either confirm or deny the request to move the
domain name. If the requester confirms the request to move
the domain name within a predetermined time period, the
domain name may be moved from the first account managed
by the Registrar 700 to the second account managed by the
Registrar 700. (Step 5830) If the registrant does not confirm
the request to move the domain name within the predeter-
mined time period, the domain name is not moved from the
first account to the second account.

[0263] Third Party Platform Inter-Registrar Transfer Hi-
Jack Prevention Service

[0264] In another embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 59 and
60, a Losing Registrar 210 may register a domain name to a
domain name registrant (hereafter registrant). The domain
name may be placed in a first account controlled by the
registrant at a website operated by the Losing Registrar 210.
(Step 5900)

[0265] The Losing Registrar 210 may offer a third party
hi-jack prevention service to the registrant for one or more
domain names registered to the registrant in the first account
and/or for all domain names within the first account. (Step
5910) The registrant may select and agree to the third party
hi-jack prevention service for the domain name from the
Losing Registrar 210. (Step 5930) If the registrant does not
accept the third party hi-jack prevention service for the
domain name, the third party hi-jack prevention service is
terminated and not enable. (Step 5920)

[0266] Once the third party hi-jack prevention service is
enabled, the Losing Registrar 210 or the third party platform
may receive a request from a requester (who might or might
not be the registrant) for an authentication code. (Step 5940)
The authentication code (also known as a transfer secret or an
authentication code EPP) may be required to transfer the
domain name from the Losing Registrar 210 to the Gaining
Registrar 220.

[0267] The Losing Registrar 210 may generate and com-
municate the authentication code to the third party platform
or the third party platform may generate and communicate the
authentication code to the Losing Registrar 210. (Step 6000)
In some embodiments, the authentication code, when the
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third party transfer hi-jack prevention service is enable, will
not be shared by the Losing Registrar 210 with the registrant.
(Step 6010)

[0268] The third party platform may perform any known or
later developed method of remotely identifying the requester.
As non-limiting examples, control over a device (such as a
cell phone), control over a social media account, knowledge
of'account names and/or passwords, biometrics, government
identification documents or any other desired method may be
used to verify that the requester is the registrant. As a specific
example, the third party platform may send a text message
containing the authentication code to a cell phone known to
be under the control of the registrant.

[0269] The registrant may then enter the authentication
code and a transfer request, within a predetermined time
period after requesting the authentication code, into a website
operated by the Gaining Registrar 220. This enables the Gain-
ing Registrar 220 to reveal the authentication code to the
Losing Registrar 210 so that the Losing Registrar 210 knows
the Gaining Registrar 220 is operating on behalf of the reg-
istrant. If the Losing Registrar 210 receives the correct
authentication code, the Losing Registrar 210 and the Gain-
ing Registrar 220 may transfer the domain name from the
Losing Registrar 210 to the Gaining Registrar 220. (Step
6020)

[0270] If the authentication code is not the same as the
authentication code created by the Losing Registrar 210 or the
third party platform, the requester’s transfer request is denied.
(Step 6030)

[0271] Other embodiments and uses of the above inven-
tions will be apparent to those having ordinary skill in the art
upon consideration of the specification and practice of the
invention disclosed herein. It should be understood that fea-
tures listed and described in one embodiment may be used in
other embodiments unless specifically stated otherwise. The
specification and examples given should be considered exem-
plary only, and it is contemplated that the appended claims
will cover any other such embodiments or modifications as
fall within the true scope of the invention.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for an intra-registrar hi-jack prevention ser-

vice, comprising the steps of:

a) a Registrar registering a domain name to a registrant;

b) the Registrar receiving a preferred contact method from
the registrant;

¢) the Registrar managing the domain name in a first
account based on instructions received from the regis-
trant;

d) the Registrar receiving instructions from the registrant to
enable a hi-jack prevention service;

e) the Registrar receiving a request to move the domain
name from the first account managed by the Registrar to
a second account managed by the Registrar;

f) the Registrar sending a confirmation request for moving
the domain name from the first account to the second
account by the preferred contact method to the regis-
trant;

g) upon the Registrar receiving an affirmative response in
response to the confirmation request from the registrant
before a predetermined time limit, the Registrar moving
the domain name from the first account to the second
account; and

h) upon the Registrar not receiving the affirmative response
in response to the confirmation request from the regis-
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trant before the predetermined time limit, the Registrar
not moving the domain name from the first account to
the second account.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred contact

method is via a mobile device.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the preferred contact

method is to an email account.

4. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

1) upon the Registrar not receiving the affirmative response
in response to the confirmation request before the pre-
determined time limit, the Registrar sending a message
by the preferred contact method to the registrant that the
domain name was not moved.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

1) upon the Registrar receiving the affirmative response in
response to the confirmation request before the prede-
termined time limit, the Registrar sending a message by
the preferred contact method to the registrant that the
domain name was moved.

6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of:

1) upon the Registrar receiving instructions from the regis-
trant to enable a hi-jack prevention service, the Registrar
preventing the domain name from being moved from the
first account to the second account until after the Regis-
trar sends the confirmation request to the registrant by
the preferred contact method and the Registrar receives
the affirmative response in response to the confirmation
request from the registrant before the predetermined
time limit.

7. A method for a third party platform intra-registrar hi-

jack prevention service, comprising the steps of:

a) a Registrar registering a domain name to a registrant;

b) the Registrar receiving a preferred contact method from
the registrant;

c) the Registrar managing the domain name in a first
account based on instructions received from the regis-
trant;

d) the Registrar receiving instructions from the registrant to
enable a hi-jack prevention service;

e) the Registrar receiving a request to move the domain
name from the first account managed by the Registrar to
a second account managed by the Registrar;

1) a third party platform sending a confirmation request for
moving the domain name from the first account to the
second account by the preferred contact method to the
registrant;

g) upon the third party platform receiving an affirmative
response in response to the confirmation request from
the registrant before a predetermined time limit, the
Registrar moving the domain name from the first
account to the second account; and

h) upon the third party platform not receiving the affirma-
tive response in response to the confirmation request
from the registrant before the predetermined time limit,
the Registrar not moving the domain name from the first
account to the second account.

8. The method of claim 7, wherein the preferred contact

method is via a mobile device.

9. The method of claim 7, wherein the preferred contact

method is to an email account.

10. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of:

1) upon the third party platform not receiving the affirma-
tive response in response to the confirmation request
before the predetermined time limit, the Registrar or the
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third party platform sending a message by the preferred
contact method to the registrant that the domain name
was not moved.

11. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of:

i) upon the third party platform receiving the affirmative
response in response to the confirmation request before
the predetermined time limit, the Registrar or third party
platform sending a message by the preferred contact
method to the registrant that the domain name was
moved.

12. The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of:

i) upon the Registrar receiving instructions from the regis-
trant to enable the hi-jack prevention service, the Reg-
istrar preventing the domain name from being moved
from the first account to the second account until after
the Registrar sends the confirmation request to the reg-
istrant by the preferred contact method and the Registrar
receives the affirmative response in response to the con-
firmation request from the registrant before the prede-
termined time limit.

13. The method of claim 7, wherein the Registrar and the
third party platform are different entities and only communi-
cate via the Internet during the method.

14. A method for a third part platform inter-registrar hi-jack
prevention service, comprising the steps of:

a) a Losing Registrar registering a domain name to a reg-

istrant;

b) the Losing Registrar receiving a preferred contact
method from the registrant;

c¢) the Losing Registrar managing the domain name in a
first account based on instructions received from the
registrant;

d) the Losing Registrar receiving instructions from the
registrant to enable a hi-jack prevention service;

e) the Losing Registrar receiving a request to transfer the
domain name from the Losing Registrar to a Gaining
Registrar;

1) a third party platform sending an authentication code for
transferring the domain name from the Losing Registrar
to the Gaining Registrar by the preferred contact method
to the registrant;

g) upon the Gaining Registrar receiving the authentication
code from the registrant before a predetermined time
limit, transferring the domain name from the Losing
Registrar to the Gaining Registrar; and

h) upon the Gaining Registrar not receiving the authenti-
cation code from the registrant before the predetermined
time limit, not transferring the domain name from the
Losing Registrar to the Gaining Registrar.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein the preferred contact

method is via a mobile device.

16. The method of claim 14, wherein the preferred contact
method is to an email account.

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of:

i) upon the Gaining Registrar not receiving the authentica-
tion code before the predetermined time limit, sending a
message by the preferred contact method to the regis-
trant that the domain name was not transferred.

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of:

1) upon the Gaining Registrar receiving the authentication
code before the predetermined time limit, sending a
message by the preferred contact method to the regis-
trant that the domain name was transferred.
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19. The method of claim 14, further comprising the step of:

i) upon the Losing Registrar receiving instructions from the
registrant to enable the hi-jack prevention service, the
Losing Registrar preventing the domain name from
being transferred from the Losing Registrar to the Gain-
ing Registraruntil after the third party platform sends the
authentication code to the registrant by the preferred
contact method and the Gaining Registrar receives the
authentication code from the registrant before the pre-
determined time limit.

20. A method for a third part platform inter-registrar hi-jack

prevention service, comprising the steps of:

a) a Losing Registrar registering a domain name to a reg-
istrant;

b) the Losing Registrar receiving a preferred contact
method from the registrant;
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c¢) the Losing Registrar managing the domain name in a
first account based on instructions received from the
registrant;

d) the Losing Registrar receiving instructions from the
registrant to enable a hi-jack prevention service;

e) the Losing Registrar receiving a request to transfer the
domain name from the Losing Registrar to a Gaining
Registrar;

1) a third party platform disabling the authentication code
with the Losing Registrar;

g) upon the third party platform validating the registrant,
the third party platform enabling the authentication code
with the Losing Registrar; and

h) upon the third party platform not validating the regis-
trant, the third party platform not enabling the authenti-
cation code with the Losing Registrar.

#* #* #* #* #*



